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Thezis Title Political development in the Reign of
King Rama ¥
Hame Police Sub Lieutenant Saroj Thammachart
Academic Year 1975
Abstract

Thai monarchical system was not absolute rule where the
power of the ldng was unchallengeable, or the contrary, the,
monarch could not possibly exercise his absolutism due to ~
several constraints, Hence, the primary purpose of political
development under monarchy was to eleminate these constraints.
Problems of commmications between the center and the
periphery resulted in the difficulty for the central
government te exercise its controls ovey qutlying leocatieg.
Monarchical governments in ancient Thai Kingdem, therefore, ~
strove hard to centralize its administration, *

The absolute rule of King Rama ! was no exception.
Threats from colonial powers made the attempt to centralize

even more demanding and was crucial for national independencc.
It is not surprising that nation building and administrative LA
reform were two top priorities for King Rama ¥V in his efforts
to modernize Thailand.
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Political development in the reign of King Rama ¥
was by mnd large the process of national integration and the
construction of administrative infrastructure. The abelition
of slavery which occurred in the same period should be viewed
as a very significant social change that could have been led
to rolitical emancipation of the mass, However, it was pointed
out in this thesis that King Rama i 's policy was pragmatic
in the sensc that political reform was carried out on a
selective basis and was restricted to the administrative
realm rather than extending the policy to lay the ground for
future political participstion, Pelitical institution-
alization vhich should have been followed after administra-
tive reform vwas completed did not receive any serious .-
consideration vhile modemization and its consequences
increased high expectiations, at lecast on the part of the
intelligentsia, for self government, This dilemma of absolute
monarchy i,e. the drive for social change cn enc hand, and
the desire to maintain its political status quo on the other
nade that absclute rulc less flexiblc to accommodate
citizens! demands in the long rn and brought about its own
end in the following period.
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