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Thesis title Police in Thai Politics
daine Sirivudh Hongspanij; Department Governnent
Academic year 1976

Abstract

Theoretically; police are civil officials employed to keep law
and order, enforce rules and regulationg, and protect individual rights
cnd internal security. By this concepty polics must take into account
tae rights and liberties of indiyiduals. ~Therefore, police musgt be an
organ of the state which has its function to keep law and order, znd must
not be submissive to politicians,

The Thai police ig/oftben criticized that it is too political.
Therefore, this study euploys iaethodology by setting two major hypothesco.
Firgtly, Thai police is dnfluenced by politicians. Szcondly, police
whenselves want to be in power in Thai politics.

By ond large, polico and Thed ‘politicg ars closely related in
the following manners.

Firstly, police tends to be under political influcnce in the
vay that it is used a2s an iastruncnt of politicians. Politicians often
intervene in the porsonal management of the Police Departiment and also
control its activities. Becavse of the foet that police possesses manpowcr,
and weapons, therefore, the politicians want to use the police force to
support their polijtical power. The other reason ic that the police struciire
is very casy for political domination by politicians. Moreover, the militar,

elways plays an inportant role in Thai Politics by using the police to



support the military power, and controls the Police Department. Minelly,

Thed political culture does not cncourage democracy for the Thai officicls,
for they sre very submissive to politiciacns, whose they rogard politicizis
that thsy arc their bosses.

Sccondly, police creates their political influence both dircetly

and indirectly. The causes are that the Thai bureaucracy, congisting of

military officers and civil servants, is the only powerful orzzn in the

Thai political arcna. In sb far as c¢ivil scrvice ic concerned, police
nust obey the governuent and rasponsibla.to it. ¥Furthermorec, in Thailrnd,
soliticians often intervene the Police Departiient by appoint their own
people to hold some key pogitions inorder to help politicians to gain
iore power.

The result of this study can be swuncrized that the Thai policz
2nd politics arc related with oucﬁ other. Politicians use police to
supnort their political power. Paradoxically, Thai policc officials want
to be in political positions and they have, inturn, to plcase their poli-
ticians to help them to succcod what thuy want.

In Thailand, police must be carcer, not political, Therefore,
it should observe political neutrality. The Folice Department should not
be under the Ministry of Interior, but the HMinlstry of Justice, because
of its main functions lying in the proccss of lay cnforcement and justice,
hg a result, the edministration of Thai police rust be changed by setting

up o commission of thc Palice Department,
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