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Thesis Title A Comparison of Life Goals of Male

Delinquent and Non = Delinquent Adolescents.
Name Mr. Suebsakdi Veyanont Department Psychology

Academic Year 1972
RBSTRACT

The purpose of this study was the comparison of life
goals of male delinquent and non = delinquent adolescents.
The subjects consisted of 63 male delinquent adolescents from
The Training School of the Observation and Protection Centre
and 63 male non = delinguent adolescents from Yothinburana
School in Bangkok. The two groups were both in the lower
socio -~ economic class, 14 = 19 years old, receiving lower
secondary educations The test was a rating scale of 70
items adapted from Life Goals of Chulalongkorn University
Freshmen by Miss Preeyaporn Puangeesuan who adapted it from
Life Goals of American College Frpeshmen by James M., Richards
Jr, (1966). The subjects were instructed to answer each itom
by selecting one of four response alternatives : most

important, very important, important and not important.

The major findings of the study were as follouws:

l, The life goals of male non - delinquent adoles-
cents towards educetion were higher than those of male

delinquent adolescents with regard to getting high grades,




o

better grades than their friends, continuing thairlstudias

in Higher Secondary School, obtaining a Bachalor DOegrecc and
acquiring as much higher education as possible. lale
.dalinquent adolescents gave higher importance than non - deline~
quents to continuing their study in Secondary Vocational

School and Intensive VYocational Programesa

2. The life goals of male non - delinquent adolescents
towards future occupations were higher than those of male
delinquent adolescents with regard to success in business and
white collar jobs, Male delinquent adolescents shouid higher

aspirations than non - delinquents in the field of music,.

3 The life aspirations of male non - delinquent
adolescents towards social usefulness were higher than those
of male delinquent adolescents in getting every one to
understand each other,inventing or improving products and

machines for social usefulness, and treating people equally.

4e The life goals of male non = delinnuent adolesccnic
and male delinquent adolescents in creating good relationships

with their parents were not different.

5. The life goals of male non - delinguent adolescents
and male delinquent adolescents in marriage and family life

did not differ,

6« The life goals of male delinquent adolescents in

social interests were higher than those of male non - delinquent



adolescents in being able to adjust themselves.

7. Male delingquent adolescents aspired for greater
happiness than male non - delinquent adolescents, and they

desired more freedom in their lives, too.

The results of a similarity analysis were as follouws,
l, The life goals of male delinquent adolescents
in occupation were similar to those of male non = delinquent
adolescents concerning success in business, responsibility
to administrations harmony in working with others, expertise
in their works, desire for white collar jobs, expertise in
monetary and commercial matters, writing good works of fiction

and success in acting.

2. The life goals of male delinquent adolescents
in social usefulness were similar to those of male non = delin=
quent adolescents concerning a desire for equality among men,

importance in public work and being famous in sports.

3. The life goals of male delinguent adolescents
in creating good relationships with their parents were similar
with those of male non - delinquent adolescents concerning

gratitude to their parents and willingness to help their parents.

4, The life goals of male delinquent adolescents
in marriage and family life were similar to those of male

non = delinquent adolescents concerning desire to be good

fathers and to havec good wives,




5. The life goals of male delinquent adolescents
in social interest were similar to those of male non -~ delin=-
quent adolescents concerning acceptance of other peoples'idea,
giving no difficulty to other people, and wishing to be

community leaders.,

6, The life goals of male delinquent adolescents
towvards happiness were similar to those of male non -~ delin-
quent adolescents concerning happiness and satisfaction in

their lives are recreation and happiness in their lives,
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