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ABSTRACT

The objective of this research is to study Thai grade school
students' perceptions of the Govermment and various roles associated
with political authority: Father, Teacher, Soldier, Policeman,

Nai Amphur, Coup group, lMinister, Prime minister, Representative,
Judge and Postman. The Multistage sampling used in this research
covered approximately 878 students chosen from grade 5 to grade 10
in Bangkok Metropolitan area, The variables employed are age or
grade, sex, learning achievements and femily economic status. The
questionnaire and test results were there-after treated by Chi-square

test, Percentage, Mean and Correlation Coefficient.
The study produced the following results:-

1) The students' perception of the Government is moderately

favorable,



2) Support for the Govermment is found to correlate

significantly with age at the .01 level,

3) At the .01 level, the students' perception is also
significantly correlated with sex, The boys always support The
Government more than the girls,

L) The students' support for Government is significantly
correlated at the .01 level with their learning achievements; the
students with lower learning achievements support the Govermnment
more than ones whose learning achievements are at the medium level
and the students whose learning achievements are considered at the
mediun level give more support to Government than the students whose
learning achievements are at the high level,

5) The students! support for Government is dominated by
family economic status, relatively at ,01 level statistical signifie

cancees The students from lower-class families have more supportive

attitudes than the middle-class students and the middle-class students

support the Government more than the higher-class students,

The distinguished and salient roles in students' learming
processes are Father, Teacher, Soldier, Policeman and Primesminister.
The older they are, the more positive their images of Father and
teacher become; however, their images of Soldier and Policeman become
much worse, Meanwhile they begin to learn more about the role of
the Judge, towards which they acquire a progressively more positive

attitude, At the same time they increase their confidence in power



and leadership by the Coup group and Prime<minister, On the other
hand the popular representatives! roles are rather no-salient, their

images are almost negative,

It appears from this research that the school students!
images of Government and its officials are in decline, these students!

negative images should be improved by cooperation between the

Govermment and other social agents such as family, school, mass=-
media, which affect the students! learning, attitudes, values,
cognitive and political behavior, so as to work for a common goal,
both in theory and practice, according to the nature of democratic
Government, When the students grow up this cooperation will have
implanted ideas on democracy, which will enhance the stability of

the political system and the nation,
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