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Thesis Title. Tha Coup d'etat 1947 and Its Political Impact.

Name Suchin Tuntikul: Department of Government

Academic Year 1973

Abstract

Since the 1932 Revolution, political power had been transferred
from the monarchy to the bureaucratic elite, namely the People's Party,
which composed of civil servants, military and navy officers. The struggle
for political power existed among the People's Party's leaders throughout
15 years, regardless of seeking of popular support. The political arena
was consequently confined within the higher level of bureaucracy. Thus,
those with armed support had greater opportunity to take hold of power,

because they could easily break the rule of political game at will.

Up until the end of the second World War, military leaders lost
their power. Civilian leaders had a chance to set up the governments.
During this time, the 1946 Constitution was promulgated in place of the
Gonstitution of 1932. The new Constitution was of more democratic charac-
ter than that of 1932, for example, the neutrality of bureaucracy. This
could be seen as an effort to pave the way to democratic government.
However, civilian governments had to face various crises resulting from
the second World War, especially the high cost of living. -In this situation,
as a good justification, it aroused the army group, both in and out of ser-
vice, to stage the Coup d'état in 1947. A primary objective of the Coup

Group was simply to change the government. But that when the Coup realized



the rifts among civilian leaders and their lack of popular support, toge-
ther with the army strong position in putting down the three revelts, they
managed another Silent Coup in order to completely control political power.
The Coup Group brought the 1932 Constitution back, formerly put into used

by the People's Party to preserve their power for more than 10 years.

The impact of the Coup d'etat in 1947 has not only resulted in the
change of political power from the People's Party to the Coup Group, but
also paralysed the political development leading to the democratic regime.
Tt can thus be said that the 1947 Coup has played a considerable role in

altering political scene of Thai politics.
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