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ABSTRACT

The Constitutional mornarchy of Thailand beginning from
1932 has shown that the election of representatives for the House
of Parliament is imperative. Up to the last constitution of 1968,
Thailand had adopted 8 constitutions four of which (December 10,
19323 November 9, 1947; March 8, 1952; and June 20, 1968 respec-
tively) placed the legislative body under the control of the cabinet.
The legislative body was set up in form of either congress or parlia=-
ment which was divided into two parts; one was composed of elected
members, and the other appointed ones. The appointed members were
often seated with the elected members in one single house, and

occasionlly in a seperate house called 'Senate"

According to Thai Constitution, the parliament did not
only function as a law making body but also exercise control over
the cabinet. The latter functions were as follows : 1) approve
policies which the cabinet brought to its attention prior to the
execution of national administration, 2) approve the nation budget

bill, 3) initiate an interpellation and 4) general debate which




may result in a vote of no confidence. Among such control measures,
the general debate was the most important. In undertaking this measure
the members of parliament which considered some particular issues too
significant to do interpellation grouped them together to fit the
requirements for the general debate. The cabinet was required to
present facts and reasons to the satisfaction of the members of
parliament. Of failing to do so, the cabinet may face a dismissal

or find it necessary to call for a new election.

In the history of Thai Parliament, 19 general debates were
held. However, only a few general debates really affected the stabi-
lity of the government which resulted in the resignation of the cabinet

and adjustment of national policy.

Although the control measure over the cabinet by the Parlia-
ment through the general debate was not quite effective in the past,
it does not mean that this measure should be abandaned. This is
because in a parliamentary system of government the parliament must
be empowered to impose a check on the cabinet. And the general debate

is the indispensable check.
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