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Abstract

The objective of this research is to study the mle of youth
center in the development of leadership among Thai youth. The major
hypothesis & that s "those youth who have pat.x'icipated in the
activities of youth center will have greater opportunities to develop
leadership, as well as gaining more self confident and accepting
greater social resporsibility™

This s‘budy is based on data collected by interviewing and
observing the behavior of two hurdred youth in the Klong Toey slum
area. Forty four questions were used to measure the degree of
leadership development. Those who scored more than one hundred and
fifty-five points are considered to have high degree of leadership
development, while those who scored between forty-four to one hundred
and fifty-four points are considered to have low degree of leadership
development.,

The result of this study shows that 77% of the one hundred
youth, who participated in the activities of the youth center,

obtained high degree of leadebkship development while only 23% of yomnth

=



in this group obtained low degree of leadership development. On the
other hand, 5% of the one hundred youth who did not par‘bicipa‘bed_
in the activities of the youth center received a high score on
leadership development,while 41% in this group received a low score
on leadership development. Therefore, it is quite clear that youth
who have partieipated in the activities of the youth center tend to
have higher degree of leadership development than the non-partici-
pantse

In this study, the participation in the activities of youth
center is considered as independent variable to measure the degree
of leadership development among youth between the ages of 12-18
years old. The result of the findings indicate that youth who
obtained high scores on leadership development are those who have
participated in the activities of the youth center. In order to
find the relationship between independent and dependent variables,
the statistical method of Yule's Qcoeffiicient has been employed.
Other factors such as sex, age, education and economic status,
etc. have been used as intervening variables. Therefore, it is
clear that youth center plays a very important role in the

development of leadership as has been stated in the hypothesise
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