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ABSLRACT

Thailand is an agricultural country with rice cultivation
as a main occupation of the majority of the people, therefore the
promotion and developument of efficient rice cultivation are mutuél
responsibilities of the people and the government. A good example
is the irrigation development by the government. This thesis re-
presents an attempt to study and analyze the irrigation develop-
ment in Thailand from B.E. 2431 to 249% (A.D. 1888 to 1950) with
emphasis on the objectivesand processes of development, important
problems encountered, the degree of success, all of which would be-

nefit present and future irrigation development.

The study is divided into three parts : from B.E. 2431
to 2455 (A.D. 1888 to 1912), B.E. 2456 to 2488 (A.D. 1913 to 1945)
and B.E. 2489 to 249% (A.D. 1946 to 1950) respectively. The first

part covers the period from the end of King Rama V's reign (King

Chulalongkorn) to the early years of King Rama VI (King Vajiravudth).



It was found that although the government realized the importance
of irrigation, it did not follow up with any real interest in im-
plementing irrigation projects. The proposal of Mr. J. Homan Van
der Heide, an irrigation engineer hired as an advisor from the
Hetnerlands received very little attention. The government was
simply too pre-occupied with internal and external political pro-
blem. The government priority as shown in the national budget was
on national security not irrigation. Meanwhile the government po-
licy in supporting irrigation by the private sector was a failure
due to lack of capital and know-now. The government's conservative
financial policy limited its own participation. There were also
some problems about projects which opened up new land for cultiva-
tion as they may disturb the control of the existing land-lords
err their tenants. What the government had done at that time
were only the improvément of the old canals and the lock construc-

tion which were ineffective in increasing rice cultivation.

The second part (B.E. 2456 - 2488) covers most of King
Rama VI's reign. This was the period of crop failure caused by
severe draught. The government finally decided- to develop irri-
" gation by contracting Sir Thomas Ward from England to be in charge
of project planning. Nevertheless, the fact that the government
still gave its priority to national security regardless of the
easing up of the internal and external political situation, the

WAS VERY LIMTTED

fund available for irrigation by B.E. 2458 (A.D. 1915)/On1y one

out of five projects proposed by Ward had been committed and

completed, rather slowly, by the government.



The third part (B.E. 2489 - 2493) was the post W.W. II
period. Increase of rice export and change in cultivation tech-
nology influencéq the acquisition of more infertile land for cul-
tivation. This caﬁsed a2 rapid decrease in rice yield per rai.
Both the increasing demand for rice export and the.decrease in
rice yield were significant factors that prompted the government
to reconsider the irrigation projects proposed by Heide and Ward.
At long last, the governument decided to allocate more fund both

from national budget and foreign loans for irrigation development

This thesis concludes that although the government finally
made decision to develop irrigation, it lacked the necessary short-
term and long-term planning. The decision was aimed at solving
immediate problems confronting the government at that time rather
than over-all economic development. As a result, the government
irrigation projects progressed slowly and rather inefficiently.

In conclusion, despite the government effort to develop irrigation,
rice cultivation in Thailand still depends for the most part on the
mercy of nature, i.e conventional rainfall. This study finally
recomnends that future irrigation projects should receive more
serious attention and carried out more efficiently. In addition,
more cooperation from the rural cultivators should be actively
sought and real land reform programs must be executed, otherwise

it is almost useless to spend so much money to develop irrigation

for so few beneficiaries.
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