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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research was to study nine basic
behaviors in self-reliance of young rural children in central
region: The behaviors were locomotion, eating, putting on clothes,
taking off clothes, passing water, moving bowels, sleaping; hand
washing and playinge. The behaviors were investigated in four
situations: the children's performance by themselves, the children's
performance interfered by mothers, the children's performance
enforced by mothers and the children's performance when scolded or
punished by mothers, with repect to sex, birth order and economic

status,

The subjects were 96 young rural children aged 2 years
and 3 months to 3 years and 5 months from 7 districts in Ratchaburi,
Chachoengsao and Rayonge. The children were equally classified
with respect to sex, birth order and economic status. An interview
form of 36 items was used as an instrument to interview the mothers.

The data were presented in a presentage form. The differences of



b
the percentage in each variable were tested by either the Z test
or the chi- square test.

The results of the research indicated that most children
could rely on themselves in performing the behaviors. They accepted
mothers! interference and could rely on themselves whenever enforced
by mothers. Moreover they obeyed their mothers whenever scolded or

punished,

The differences of the percentage in each va}iable were
founded as follows:

(1) There were no differences between boys and girls in
performing the basic behaviors in the four situations (p <<+05).

(2) Most later-born children could rely on themselves
in performing the behaviors better than the firstborn ones. The
percentage of the later-born children who could always rely on
themselves in passing water was higher than that of the firstborn
children (p < +05). Most firstborn and later-born children did
not resist mothers' interference; The percentage of mothers who
interfercd ' with the firstborn children in passing water was higher
than that of the later-born ones (p< .01)s The later-born children
tended to always rely on themselves in performing all behaviors
except sleeping whenever enforced by mothers more than the first-
born ones; As regards to mother's scolding and punishment, most
later-born children obeyed their riothers more than the firstborn

ones: the percentage of the later=born children who always obeyed

their mothers in sleeping was higher than that of the firstborn



ones (p<:;05). Moreover, the percentage of mothers who had never
scolded or punished their firstborn children with repect to the
sleeping behavior was higher than that of the later-born ones

(p <.05)

(3) There were no differences between high economic -
status children and low economic-status ones in relying on them=-
selves in performing the behaviors (p « «05). In the mother's in
terference situation, most high economic-status children dia not
resist mothers' interference:the percentages of high economic=-
status children who always accepted mothers' interference in
eating and taking off clothes were higher than those of low
economic-status ones (p <.05). Moreover the percentage of-high
economic-status children who always accepted mothers' interference
in passing water was higher than that of low economic-status ones
(p <;.0T); In the mother's enforcement situation, high economic=
status children tended to alwaygsrely on themselves in locomotion;
putting on clothes, passing water, moving bowels, hand washing
and playing more than low economic-status ones. As regards to
mother's scolding and punishment, low economic-status children
tended to always obey their mothers more than high economic ones
in putting on clothes, taking of clothes, passing water, moving

bowels, sleeping, hand washing and playing.
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