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Thesis Title The Evolution and Utilization of Thai

Newspapers

Name - Miss Supapan Suntornmanee
Department : Library Science
Academic Year $ 1971

ABSTRACT

The purposes of this thesis are as follows :-
1. To study the history and the evolution of Thai newspapers.
2. To find out the value of newspapers.
3+ To find out problems and difficulties of libraries
in utilizing Thai newspapers.
The methods used for this research are :-

1. documentary research through books, periodicals and
other documents involving history of Thai newspapers, the value,

the provision and services of newspapers in foreign libraries.

2. interviewing professional journalists to gather general

idea and background about Thai newspapers and journalism,



3« interviewing librarians in charge of serial and newspaper
divisions of 5 libraries to obtain informations about the provision

and services of Thai newspapers in the libraries.

The results of this research are as follows :=-

1. Thai newspapers was first issued during the reign of
King Rama V., The daily Court is the first newspaper owned and
published by members of Thai royalties. The reign of King Rama VI
haa been regarded as the "Golden Age of Thai Journalism". His
majesty had given freedom to the press to criticise his government.
During this period many newspapers were initiated, but unfortunately,
many of them were discontinued within a short time. After the
change of the regime in B.E. 2475 Thai newspapers suffered in a
climate of political and severe restrictions imposted upon them by
Printing Acts. During the World War II and the reign of King Rama VIII
Thai newspapers were most affected by the influence of the war.
The freedom of the newspaper has been challenged largely because
its influence has increased. At present factors determining the

development of Thai newspapers are as follows :=-

1.1 Technical advancements in printing process and the

productions of printing materials.
1.2 Heavy political pressure on editorial policy.

1.3 Series of unforseen social and economical events

affecting freedom of the press.



to-day are characterized by :~

= More attractive appearances compared with newspapers in
the past. Newsprints are still in use, but format standards are
improved. News pictures are more communicative. The use of colours

beautify the appearances in general.

- Two editions of the same papers are issued daily; namely

morning and afternoon editions.

- All the dailies printed all sorts of news. However, it
is noticable that morning papers publicize criminal events as well
as governmental activities, while afternocon papers tend to give
more space to foreign affairs. General contents includes political
commentary, domestic news, verse, essays fiction, sport news and

advertisement.

- Political commentaries are limited. Sources of news

are mainly official organizations and governmental agencies.

2. Being, more or less, primary souree of informationms,
Thai newspapers are of great value for the studies of various
subjects, especially current events, which are required subjects in
school curriculum. Advanced students and research acholars also
use newspapers as sources of information and data in social sciences
and humanities. This of course, depends on the reliability of the

news published.



3. Problems concerning the use of newspapers in libraries

are -

3.1 Most of the libraries provide separate reading
rooms for current issuse of newspapers and journals but back copies
are discarded because of the lack of space, and the shortage of

fund for subscribing more than one title to preserve.

3.2 Budget for microfilm copies and for purchasing

microfilm readers are very limited, or not available.

3.3 Some libraries compile newspaper indexes for
internal use. However newspaper indexes and clippings for general
use in libraries are not available for reference services because

of the lack of central agencies to compile and publish indexes.
Recommendations are as follows :~-

1. To carry out fully their functions as media of infor-

mation, improvement of newspapers can be made by :-

1.1 Professional criticism and the establishment of

ethical codes by associations of journalists.,

1.2 Minimum requirements for training and personal
qualifications of journalists should be set up by professional

associations.

1¢3 The training of journalists should be more exten-

sive than it is now.



2. Newspaper indexes, clippings and microfilm copies

should be compiled and published.

3. Special training of librarians for newspaper services

should be organized in library schools.
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