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## 4986859035 :MAJOR THAI DANCE

KEY WORD: PUPPETS / CHAWENG LAN MAE BOONCHUAY
SARAWUT JUNTARAKAM : PUPPETS OF CHAWENG LAN MAE BOONCHUAY
TROUPE'S NAKHONSAWAN. THESIS ADVISOR : ANUKOON
ROTJANASUKSOMBOON, Ph.D., 217 pp.

This thesis aims at studying the history, performing elements and the performance of the doll
puppet company Chaweng Lan Mae BoonChuay Troupe in Nakhon Sawan Province. The research vationa
methodology includes documentary research, interviewing, observation of performances and practicing

Imanipulation techniques.

The research finds that the troupe was originated by three men in reign of King Rama V. Later it
was separated into two troupes. Only the Chaweng troupe continues until today with only two performances
a year by four aged women who are the sole puppeteers. demonstrations are requested at random by
local schools. Chaweng Onlamai the troupe leader was being awarded as the provincial outstanding artist.

There are altogether 91 doll puppets. Repertoire includes 14 stories with only 7 plays regularly
performed today. Stage is 4 meter wide and 4 meter deep with a painted scerey and a frontise piece to block
the eyes of the audience. Puppeteers sit behind the scenery and music ensemble is located behind the
puppeteers. Performance starts with paying homage to the gurus. Then the music prelude starts followed
immediately by a traditional opening dance to welcome the audience and an announcement of the program.
The play proper begins with the hermit or the angel to bless the performance to start the play which last
about two hours and concludes with a dance finale to bless the audience . Chaweng is the only narrator and
singer throughout the performance. The doll movements imitate the human natural action and Thai dance

maovements.,

This doll puppet troupe is dying down because it loses the interest of the local audience due to the
lack of promotion through education and cultural understanding and appreciation. It is hope that there

should be some local institutes to address this serious problem otherwise this doll puppet troupe will be gone

forever.
Department Dance Student’s si Enamre’ff/"-é
Field of study Thai Dance Advisor’s signature..... LLYEE

Academic year 2007
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