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Mr. Suraphan Boomyamanop
Dre Kramol Thongdamachart
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1978

ABSTRACT

After the change of government on 24th June B.E. 2475,

Luang Pibulsongkram, who was one member of the groups that

brought about the changes, began to play a more important
from being an unknown young officer (in B.E. 2475) to the

political position, the Prime Minister, in B.E. 2481,

During his rise to power, Luang Pibulsongkram had
contend with many political opponents, the most important
Phraya Songsuradej,

addition to the struggle with the Phraya Songsuradej group

Deputy Leader of the People's Party.

role,

highest

to
being

In

Luang Pibulsongkram had to face attempts to overthrow him in

many forms, both overtly, as in the case of the Revolt by Prince

Bov@radej and the Sergent's Revolt, and also covertly as in

various assassination attempts, such as the ambush by Nai Phum

Tupsaitong, hiring of Killers by Nai Yung Prapaisri, shooting

by Nai Li Bunda, and poisoning,



As his struggle to power was so arduous, and nearly
cost him his life, Luang Pibulsongkram perceived his political
base not firm enoughs In seeking a firm political base, he had
to command the support of the Army, the Navy, the Air Force and
the Peclice, and he was successful in getting this support when
he became the Commander in Chief of the Army, and the Minister

of Defence.

His belief that his opponents were constantly plotting
his downfall and that his political base was not yet firm enough
was a major reason for his exercise of drastic ad violent
measures to get rid of his enemies of alledged opponents,.
A special court was established in Be.E. 2481, the year after
he became Prime Minister for the first time. As a censequence, Phraya
Songsuradej and a group of officers were exiled from the country
and 18 people were executed and others were jailed for life,
Therefore, form B.E. 2481 until B.E., 2487, when he fell from
power because of his alliance with the Japanese during World War

II, there were no attempts to overthrow Luang Pibulsongkrame
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