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Thesis Title Grapsid Crabs in the Gulf of Thailand.
Name Mr, Surin Machjajib Department Biology

Acadewic Year 1972

ABSTRACT

Systematic survey had been made on the Grapsid or marsh
crabs (Family Grapsidae) in the Gulf of Thailand. The materials
were collected in different areas from 16 provinces along the coast.,
The habitats and distribution were recorded. The specimens were pre-
served in 70 percent alcohol and deposited at the Invertebrate Museunm
of the Department of Zoology, Chulalongkorn University. DIxternal
morphology especially carapace, third maxilliped, cheliped, walking
legs, abdomen and gonopod were examined based on the studies of
de Hnn (1879-1899), Rathbun (1900-~1921), Tesch (1917-1918), Tweedie
(1936-1954) and Benerjee (1960). Keys to species of the Thai Grapsid
were provided.

From the result of this studies, 37 species of 11 genera
were found. These were

Subfamily Grapsinae: Grapsus albolineatus, Metopograpsus

Subfamily Varuninae; Varuna litterata and Pyxidognathus

deianira.

Subfamily Sesarminae: Sesarma (Sesarma) mederi, S.(S,)

e . 8

borneensis, S.(S.) polita, S.(S.) pontianacensis, S. (Parasesarma)




plicata, 5.(P.) picta, S.(P.) leptosoma, S.(P.) lanchesteri, S.

i b b

(Chiromantes) eumolpe, S.(C.) bidens indica, S.(C.) fasciata,

5. (Holometopus) limbense, Nanosesarma minuta, N. batavica, N. ander~

coni, Sarmatium germaini, S. indicum, Clis’ocoeloma merguiense, C.

suvaense, Metaplax elegans and M, dentipes.

Subfamily Plagusiinae: Plagusid depressa tubergulata and

Percnon planissimum.

Four species of these crabs; Varuna litterata, Sesarma

(Sesarma) mederi, S.(S.) vesicolor and S.(S.) singaporensis are eco-

nomically important as food, It was found that $.(5.) mederi from

Bangprakong River and Koh Yaw, Songhla Lake, and S.(S.) singaporensis

also from Koh Yaw, Songkhla Lake are infected by the parasitic crus-
tacean Sacculina sp. (Cirripedia, Rhizocephala)., This is the first
record to be found on these two species.

M1 species of the Grapsid crabs live along the mangrove

swamp, banks of the river (brackish water) and along the rocky shore

in the inter~tidal =zone.

Hﬁfopogr;paus latifrons’, M. frontalib, Varuna litterata,

Sesarma (Sesarma) mederi and S. (Chiromantes) eumolpe are widely

distributed; they were commonly found in almost all the provinces

along the Gulf. Metopograpsus oceanicus, M. quadridentatus and S.

(3.) brockii were found only in the eastern coast, from Trat to

Cholburi Province while S.(S.) crassimana, S.(S.) sediliensis, S.

(5.) polita and Plagusia depressa tuberculata were limited to the

southern coast, from Chumphon to Narathiwat Province.
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