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ABSTRACT

A major problem for Japan hés been so far the scarcity
of natural resources and raw materials. In addition, Japan has
been a commercial country desiring to disperse and sell its own
industrial products. Comsejuently, to have a strong and stable
economy and to expand its markets and sources of investment to
as many countries as possible Japan has to play a non-partisan

role in international politics.

Japan is one of the countries that involved in Vietnem.
The fundamental cause of Japan's involvement in Vietnam differs
from that of the United States, the People's Republic of China
or the Soviet Union. Most of its activities are aimed at economic _
and commercial benefit. Japan began to play a major role and

exert influence on Vietnam after World War II by paying reparations



to South Vietnam densged during the War. This was done in the
forms of commodities and service as specified in the Peace Treaty

of San Francisco, 1951.

After the Vietnam War, Japen has ceutiously played a role
in Vietnam, concerning both political and economic aspects. Japan
has made its own effort tc pursue the policy of neutrality or the
so-called "omni-directional" by strenghtening friendly relations
with both the Indochina and the ASEAN countries. Japan recogni-
zed the new government in Saigon as soon as the communists had
won in South Vietnam, As for North Vietnam, Japan established
diplomatic relations with North Vietnam.on'September 2L, 1973
and opened the Jepanese Embaésy in Hanoi on October 11, 1975.
Japan's Government has given economic assistance to Vietnam in
terms of yen loans and grant eid since the fiscal year 1976. Com-
mercial relations between the two couniries began in 1975 and the
amount of trade has increased gradually. As for investment, the
envoys of the Federation of Economic Organization visited Hanoi
in 1978 to seek cooperation with Vietnam in the fields of con-

struction, refinery, vetrochemical industries and so on.

The reason why both have mutually moved to seek the eco-
nomic cooperapion is easily understandable. It is their mutual
interest. Politically, Jepan hopes to use economic aid as a
tool to restrain Vietnam from depending sqalely on the Soviet
Union, and to play a major role as & mediator between ‘the.Indo-

china and the ASEAN groups. Economically,both, particularly



Japanese businessmen who are the key pressure group”to support
their Government to expend trade with Vietnam, hope to promote

their status as important trading partners.

Following the Kampuchean crisis of Jenuary T, 1979, Japan
ennounced the suspension of economic assistance to Vietnam and
stood on the side of the United Nations and ASEAN by presenting
the resolution demanding the withdrawal of foreign troops from
Kampucheea. Notwithstandigg, in March 1979, Japan ennounced that
it would resumc assistance to Vietnam, This displeased the
leaders of the ASEAN countries who thought that Japan's assistance
given to Vietnam would help the latter to menace the neighbouring
countries. While this was unresolved, tpe Soviet Union inveaded
Afghanistan at“the end of 1979, Then, Japan immediately decided
to review and delay such assistance, But not until March 1980,
Japan stated that the assistance given to Vietnam would be free-
zed, Further review of assistance would be made for the fiscal
year 1980 or the year after, However, Japanese businessmen still
continued to engage in trade velations with the People's Republic
of Kampuchea, The President of Japan-Kampuchea®Trade Association
has hegotiated with the People's Republic of Kampuchea's diplomats
in Hanoi and Japanese¢ commercial envoys have also visited Phnom

Penh at the end of 1979.

From the above analysis, it can be seen that Japan still

desires to maintain a channel of communication with Vietnam,



kil

As a result, Japan's political position towards Vietném's inter=
vention in Kempuchea is shaky. Japan remsains uncommited, because
it wants to maintain the balance of relationship with every country
in this region. Its position and policy, which depend upon economic
base, is a major cause for Japan's uncertainty in its political role

in Vietnam.
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