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Thesls Title Sati in Sanskrit Literature

Name Miss Suwimol Prakobwitayakit

Thesis Advisoxr Assistant Professor Dr. Saksri Yemmadda
Departuent Eastern Languages

Academic Year 1978

ABSTRACT

This thesis aims at studying the Sati rite which, according
to certain evidence, might have been practised before and until
the Vedic Period. However, the rite came into practice again
according to the Epic literature. Its popularity built up in the

late Middle Period, i.€. the TSth - 18th Centuries A.D.

On doing the research, the author gathered the evidences
and the data from the books written in the said period, namely
RJVeda,Atharvaveda,BrahmanaqSﬁtragDharma5ﬁstra5as well as
comuentaries and literary works of later periods. The author
alsc took inte considerztion the becoks on this subject, which
were composed, translated or compiled by Indian and foreign

scholarse.

The thesis is divided into 5 chapters. Chapter T describes
the title and the research method. Chapter II indicates the

status, the rights and the condition cf Indian women in general,



Chapter III deals with the status, the rights and the condition
of Indian widowss Chapter IV gives the evidences and the data
that eacouragied ‘the revival of the Sati rite, the development
unﬂlhdJSO the prohibition of the rite and the description of
tiie rite itself. Chapter V consists of the conclusion and some

suggestions for further studics.

-It ie found that the rite originated from certain Indo =
European tribez who brought the rite with them when they noved
to Indiz. In need of moreg /c¢hildren to strengthen their tribes,
the Vedic people exempted /their women from the rite. But the
rite was revived later when the need was over and the status of
women deteriorated. Gradually'the Qite gained more popularity
and also more cruelty, iﬁ spite of strong protestations from

many Indian scholard, until the ﬁch

Cenbury A.D. when India fell
infto the hand of Briftain. A regént could not bear to see such
savage cruelty and passed a rule forbidding the practice of the

rite in 1829.
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AJBr. - Aitareya Brahmana
AeDe8. = Apastambadharmasutra
A.V. = Atharvaveda

BeDeSe = Baudhayanadharmasutra
BeS. = Baudhayanasmrti

BreS. & Brhaspatismrti

BreUp. = Brhadaranyaka Upanishad
GeDoSe = Gautamadharmasutra
GeSe = Gautamasm?ti

Kok =  Kautilya Arthasdstra
Mbh. = Mahabharata

MeS» = Mhnusmyti

NeDeSs = Naradadharrasutra
NeSe = Naradasm?ti

Re = Rg.me-{yar}a

ReV. = Rgveda

é.Br. = 'htapatha Brahmaga

TeBre

Taittiriya Brahmana
TeSe = Taittiriya Sahhita

VaeDeSs
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