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ABSTRACT

Methylmercury in fish was converted into methylmercury(II)
hydroxide by sodium hydroxide digestion at 100°¢ for 30 minutes.
After converting to methylmercury (II) chloride by the addition
of hydrochloric acid, it was extracted into benzene and subse -
quently determined by gas chromatography using an electron cap-
ture detector. The conditions for the gas chromatographic system
were as followa : the column temperature was 140°c, the injection
port and detector temperature was 150°c, and the carrier gas flow
rate was 70 cmaminﬂi. polyethylene glycol succinate (4% whAr) on
a solid support of diat&mite nen AW. was used as the column
packing. The average recovery of added methylmercury (II) chlo-
ride at 0.9 ng level is 91.1‘1 9.9%. The detection limit is 0,02
ng of mercury expressed as CHBchl per gram of sample. The ana-
lyses for the methylmercury (II) chloride ;ontent in 16 marine

fish samples were carried out and corresponding results obtained

by the standard addition method were also reported.
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