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LABSTRACT

In Thai political history under the democratic system,
Field Marshall Pibulsongkram and Pridi Fonomyonk were among the
most influential politicions in the development of Thai parliamentary
system after the political change on June 21;, 1932, The two persons
were rerarded, respectively, as the representatives of the military
intellectual and the civilian intellectual both of whom took part in
initiating Thai political change and in ruling the country ever s ince,
However, Field Marshall Pubulsonskram raridly received a tremendous

success and became a prime minister within only six years thereafter,

Being the only person who was able to set appointed prime
minister for many times and remain in this position longer than
anyone else both before and after the World UWar II, Field Marshall
Fibulsongkram inevitably had a great impact upon Thai politics under
the parliamentary system. During his term, he had to resign from
his post only twice following his dqfeat in the Parliament in
July, 194k, and Field Marshall Sarit Dhanarat's coup d'étet in
September, 1957,



’v.

His defeat in the House of Representative was engireered by
the political tactic of Pridi Panamyonk, who became his only political
rivel, Fridi was opposed to his foreign policy concerning the distatch
of Japanese troops to Thailand on December 7 - 8, 1941 and Thai
Derlaration of Var against the Allies in “orld Var II, With a firm
belief that Field larshall Pibulsongkram's Policy of colleboration
with Japan was a serious mistake which could cause a great damage to
the country; Iridi, therefore, decided to form the Free Thai Movement
to fipht against the Japanese troops and also made a plan to overthrow
the povernment which was, presumebly, an obstacle to his national

salvation,

Pridi's plan to overthrow the povernment in July, 19LL was

sucessful since Field Marshall T'ibulsongkram, the Frime !Minister had

to resiegn on July 2L, 19l); in aceordance with the coustitutional
provision after his failure to push his two important legislations
through the House of Reprcsentative, As a matter of fact, this is not
the fundamental reason of his resignation because a close study of Field
Marshall Pubulsonskram's political behaviour reveals a very interesting
political tactic he employed to keep himself in power during World

War IT1,

Even though TField Marshall Iibulsongkram wanted to display
his democratic spirit, he did not @&xpect that he would lose hie post
because he underestimated the nower of Pridi's clique. lloreover,
one of the most important factor which brought an end to the political
struggle between the military intellectual and the civilian intellecual
was the interference of Japanese toops in Thailand, During that time,
not only did Field Marshall I’ibulsongkram has to resign from his post,

but ke 2lso lost his military power when he was retired as the supreme

Militaery Commander in Chief by Mr. Kuong Abhaivongse's govermment,

which enjoyed Iridi's full support.



Consequently, it is rcally interesting to study the
funddmental reason of his complete loss of power because this
behavioral study of Thai political elites during World War II will
help to enlarge our understanding of the development of Thai
political system as well as to explain why and how the then civilian
intellectual could defeat the military intellectual in Thai political

arende
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