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# 4780215522 . MAJOR THAI

KEY WORD: ADMONISHING / PRAGMATICS / LIGUISTIC STRATEGIES / SPEECH ACT
SITTITAM ONGWUTTIWAT: THE SPEECH ACT OF ADMONISHING IN THAL A
CASE STUDY OF TEACHERS AND STUDENTS. THESIS ADVISOR : ASST.PROF.
NATTHAPORN PANPOTHONG, Ph.D. 232 pp.

The aim of this research isto examin the linguistic strategies used by Thai teachers in the
speech act of admonishing. The data is elicited by means of a questionnaire which includes 9
situations. The respondents are 150 teachers from various secondary schools and university in Bangkok
and Prachuap Khiri Khan areas.

It is found that Thai teachers adopt 29 linguistic strategies in the act of admonishing. Those
strategies (arranged by maximum frequency to minimum- frequency) include - 1. referring to rules or the
authorities. 2.adopting the strategies of hedging. 3. stating directly that what the hearer has done is
wrong. 4. questioning. 5.pointing out the harmful effects of wrong-doing. 6. giving advices. 7. providing
examples . 8. expressing concern. 9. stating the hearer will be punished. 10. ordering to stop the
wrong-doing. 11. giving a hint. 12. requesting to stop the wrong-doing. 13. expressing  doubtfulness.
14. expressing dissappointment. 15, using verbal irony. 16. blaming others. 17. using idioms. 18. using
metaphor. 19, complaining. 20. showing dissagreement. 2I.dispraising. 22. praising. 23. giving an
opportunity to correct the wrong-doing. 24. consoling. 25. offering  help. 26. expressing sympathy. 27.
realizing the hearers’ privacy. 28. showing expectation. and 29. joking.

In terms of communicative functions, the 29 strategies adopted by the teachers help achieve
not only the main purpose --to admonish == but also other functions. Those functions are- 1. lo
be polite to the hearer. 2.to be self-polite. 3. 1o persuade. 4. to be concrete. S.10 be sarcastic. and
6. to provoke humor.

The present study also examines the relation between the situations and strategy selection. It
is found that the respondents adopted different strategies in different situations. However, in most of
the cases, the respondents appear to concern about politeness. The finding shows that both negative
politeness strategies and positive politeness strategies are exploited by the Thai respondents. The
negalive politeness strategies preferred by the respondents are using hedges and questioning. On the
other hand, the positive ones adopted often are stating the cffects that might harm the hearer and to
express concern, The findings in the present study indicate that both negative and positive politeness

are of equal importance in the Thai culture.
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