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KEY WORD: UNITED NATIONS / SECURITY COUNCIL / EXPANSION / VETO POWER
PIYACHAT NIAMSAENG : THE REFORM OF THE UNITED NATIONS SECURITY COUNCIL:
A STUDY OF THE REPORT OF THE HIGH-LEVEL PANEL ON THREATS, CHALLENGES
AND CHANGE. THESIS ADVISOR : ASSOC. PROF. CHAIWAT KHAMCHOO, Ph. D., THESIS
COADVISOR : ASSOC. PROF. PRATHOOMPORN VAJRASTHIRA, 245 pp.

The objective of this thesis is to study the reform of the United Nations Security Council suggested in
the report of the High-level Panel on Threats, Challenges and Change launched by Kofi Annan on 23
September 2003.

The study shows that the High-level Panel on Threats, Challenges and Change’s suggestion consists of
three main ideas which are (a) the expansion of the Security Council, (b) voting procedure and the use of veto,
(c) and working methods. It also shows the US cannot intervene in the High-level Panel’s working process. As
a result, the High-level’s suggestion affects the US interest. The US will gain the interest from maintaining the
veto power for the permanent members of the security council and restricting the veto power from the new.
However, the US will lose it interest in the expansion of the Security Council, indicative voting, and reforming

working methods.

Therefore, the US tries very hard to call for the General Assembly not to accept any reform proposals at
the 2005 World Summit. When this effort was not successful, the United States of America declared that it will

not support the reform of the Security Council.
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