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IDENTIFICATION IN THE SOUTHERN REGION: A STUDY OF MUEANG AND WANG WISET
DISTRICT, TRANG PROVINCE. THESIS ADVISOR: ASST. PROF. SIRIPAN NOGSUAN,

171 pp.

The main purpose of this thesis is to study the impacts of the national village funds program
on party identification and voting behavior of the southern region’s electorates. The sample size of
300 people from Mueang and Wang Wiset districts of Trang Province are selected. The study
employs both qualitative and quantitative methods, using questionnaire survey and in-dept

interviews.

The study findings reveal that the national village funds program has become an important
political tool in creating new channels for political parties through new community leaders as the
program’s committee. Political parties especially Thai Rak Thai Party employs such channels to
intervene the management of the national village funds program for building its local political base in
the long run. This results in weakening the Democrat's party identification in the southern region by
changing political attitudes and voting behavior of Trang people. Moreover, the national village
funds program also has an impact on community structure and interactions, in terms of socio-

economic and political dimensions.
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