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s18da1ATRIAUASN T (Instrumentation)

Soprano : Savitri
Tenor : Satyavan
Bass : Yama

1 Flute (also Piccolo)
1 Oboe

1 Clarinet (also Bass Clarinet)

1 Bassoon

1 Horn

1 Trumpet

1 Trombone

1 Piano

1 Percussion | : Glockenspiel, Vibraphone (with bows), Chimes,
Tam-tams (SML), Bass Drum (L), Suspended Cymbals (ML), Wind Chimes,
Chinese Temple Blocks (5), Low Bongo, Anvil (or Brake Drum), Antique
Cymbeal (in A), Timpano (26”), Wood Block

1 Percussion Il ; Glockenspiel, Vibraphone (with bows), Chimes,
Tam-tam (L), Bass Drum (L), Triangle (Tuned in D), Antique Cymbals (in E),
Wind Chimes, Chime Suspended Cymbals (ML), Gongs-Hui (7) Chinese
Temple Blocks (3), Timpani (32",32",23")

1 Violin |

1 Violin 1l

1 Viola

1 Cello

1 Double Bass

Totally 15 Instrumentalists and 3 Vocalists
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Performance Note
1. The vocal part is the most principal line. Even if the dynamics is indicated as softly, it is still the first

part to come out loud compared to the overall.

2. This piece has its own interpretation on velocity of sound. Due to the selected ensemble, there is a
problem of fine tuning the balance of the overall velocity compared to the normal ensembles. The
dynamics that is indicated. in this piece basically has 10 different levels, pppp, ppp, pp, p. mp, mf, f
, ff, fff and ffff. It connotes the “force” individually to bring out the loudness more than the overall
velocity of the ensemble directly to the audience. On the other hand, the direction of the overall

dynamics has a more relative approach than the absolute quantity of the loudness of sound.

In the rehearsal time, performers should handle the force level on the violin or the instrument that
when it produces the maximum velocity, the volume is still the lowest volume compared to the others.
So. pppP. PPP. PP, P, Mp, mf, f, ff , fff and fff are equally 0%, 10%, 20%, 30%, 40%, 50%, 60%,
70%, 80%, 90%, 100% respectively, by force to produce the loudness of sounds. It means that ffffin
trumpet is equivalent to ffff of violin. And as a matter of fact, it is the maximum velocity that a violin
can produce, too. Also, the p on many various instruments logically can produce the overall volume

louder than f from only one instrument.

In practice, 0% is the softest of sound or “niente” and 100% is the maximum velocity which does not
go beyond the softest instrument. But in the score, there are 5 p’s indicated. It means that the
velocity calculated in the mode of playing as softer, i.e. mute. And “as loud as possible” is louder
than the concurrent, like the loudness of brass and percussion. So, the suggestion is the conductor

should find some time to check the balance for the ensemble by this method at first.

3. Itis demanding some effort from the vocalist who's not Thai, because it is hard to do exact Thai-
like pronunciation and it is acceptable. Some of the problems are there are too many sliding notes to
do Thai's articulation; It needs to concentrate on the contour more than the in-tune pitching. More
than that the ensemble accompaniment, so;netimes. can call it like a “texture music”, so it is hard to

have a “piano reduction” for a voice rehearsal. The vocalist should find time to rehearse along with

the ensemble.

4. The use of "Fermata” means to delay the time. But, in this piece, it is directed with 2 words. They
are "attacca” and “pause”. "Attacca” means to follow immediately to the next without any pause.
And, “"pause” means suspended silence in a delayed-time. At the “Fermata”, the conductor should

check out the readiness of the performance as well before moving on to the next sections.
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Opera: Savitri
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