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# # 4986855435 :MAJOR MUSIC COMPOSITION
KEY WORD: MUSIC / COMPOSITION / CHAMBER OPERA / SAVITRI / ANALYSIS
FRANCIS NUNTASUKON : OPERA : SAVITRI. THESIS ADVISOR : ASSOC.

PROF. NARONGRIT DHAMABUTRA, Dr., Ph.D., THESIS COADVISOR : ASSOC.
PROF. CHARUNEE HONGJARU, 215 pp.

The oldest known version of the story of “Savitri" is found in "The Book of the
Forest" of the Mahabharata. The myth occurs as a multiple-embedded narrative in the
Mahabharata told by Markandeya when Yudhisthira asks Markandeya whether there has
ever been a woman whose devotion and virtues matched Draupadi's. Consequently,
this story was retold in the Thai version by King Rama VI, both in prose and poetry. But
the poem is written in the script of a Thai musical stage play. Briefly, Savitri is a story
about the woman and the power of her love, duty and loyalty towards her lover. And with
the endeavor and wisdom to track Yama (the Lord of Death) to purgatory, she proves
her descent in every aspect and ability to bring even the life of Satyavan, her husband,

back from the dead.

The opera, Savitri, was made to quote the script mainly and the text from His
Royal Majesty’s in both contents to be a libretto. Presented with art and beauty in a

modern way, this music piece was composed along the references as mentioned.

Savitri is an opera in one act. As a chamber opera, it is composed of 15
musicians and 3 vocalists. The opera is distinctive in overall tone color usage and music
textures that mainly imply loads of contrasting characters. Additionally, with a role of
uniting all these contradictories, it expresses the main idea of “dualism”. Broadly, the
use of chromatic notes and chords in the opera has created a mystic atmosphere and
intricacies. It is structured by free tonal harmony on the whole to suit the imaginary story

such as the reincarnation and the way a human being is related to divinity.
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