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OF URBAN SPACE IN BANGKOK, 1875-1915. ADVISOR: ASSOC. PROF.

CHALONG SOONTRAVANICH, CO-ADVISOR: THANAPOL LIMAPICHART, Ph.D.,

323 pp.

This thesis investigates the “Bangkok Police” and the management of
urban space in Bangkok from the time of the promulgation of the 53-point police
law for maintaining the interior and exterior of the metropolitan in 1875 to the
year of the transformation of the Bangkok Police into the Royal Thai Police
Department in 1915. The signing of the Bowring Treaty in 1855 resulted in
significant expansion of the urban economy. This also brought about the
emergence of colonial subjects and the influx of Chinese labor, both of which
drastically transformed the city’s demographic characteristics. Consequently, the
state encountered problems in controlling the urban population and maintaining
order in the use of urban space following the transformation of the urban
dwellers’ lifestyle to better suit the newly developed street-orientated society. To

address these novel difficulties, the state established the Bangkok Police unit.

Research results indicate that operations of the Bangkok Police reflects
major changes in public administration of the urban population. The new role of
Bangkok Police in controlling and administrating usage of urban space as well as
the people’s activities within public spaces clearly demonstrates the modern
state’s direct control over people’s lifestyle. This is markedly different from the
traditional state, which could rely only on the corvée system to regulate its
manpower. Moreover, the Bangkok Police’s role in administrating urban space
reflects the transformation of the urban population’s lifestyle from canal-
orientate society to street-orientated society so as to fully benefit from the city’s
physical developments. At the same time, Bangkok Police operations also
resulted in interactions between the state and its people, which were clearly
reflected in conflicts that often arose between the people and the Bangkok Police

force due to the enforcement of social control by modern state authorities.

Department: History Student's Signature

Field of Study: History Advisor's Signature
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