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VILAWAN  THONGYOI: FACTORS AFFECTING THE SETTELMENT NAKORNNUENGKATE
MUNICIPALITY,  CHACHOENGSAO  PROVINCE. ADVISOR:  ASSOC. PROF.  SIRIWAN
SILAPACHARANAN, Ph.D., 169 pp.

This study aimed to 1) explore the development of the nakornnuengkate settlement and
its environ from the past to the present, 2) To investigate factors that have affected this settlement
and 3) Analyze factors that cause changes to the settlement and the roles of Nakornnuengkate

Municipality.

This study was based on Ekistic Theory proposed by Doxiadis (1997), explaining that the
settlement pattern consists of 1)nature, 2)anthropos, 3)society, 4)shells and 5) network. The study was
conducted by reviewing maps, aerial photographs, references, empirical survey and interviews to find
out the factors that influenced the settlers to settle there and the changes that affected the land use,
the building use, the economic activities, the lifestyle, the social groups, the transport network and

roles of the community during certain periods of time.

The settlement could be divided into 4 phases : 1) the pioneering (1878-1952) when
the canal was dug, both the native and the Chinese who were hire to dig the canal settled on both
sides of the canal, 2) the market boom (1953-1977) when shops selling produce, construction materials
and other items, rice mills and small hotels were set up to provide services for both the locals and
the outsiders, 3) the conversion of water transport to land transport (1978-2002) when the economic
and transport development plans affected the land use, resulting in the community expansion, the
economic depression in the community center and the land possession and 4) the market revival
(2003-present) when the market becomes a tourist attraction due to the cooperation of the community
members, the Nakornnuengkate Municipality and related government agencies. The major factors that
influenced the decision to settle were 1) the government’s plan to dig a canal and grant the right to
land ownership, 2) environment, 3) water transport and 4)social groups. The factors that caused change
in the community were 1) land transport development, 2)the restoration of the market as a tourist
attraction. All of these factors resulted in changes in the roles, the economic base and the expansion
of the community. Nowdays,the community is a cultural tourist attraction classified as a water-based

market that opens every weekend. This is an adaptation for community survival.

Department:  Urban and Regional Planning Student's Signature
Field of Study: Urban and Regional Planning Advisor's Signature

Academic Year: 2013
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