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# # 5573341925 : MAJOR ARCHITECTURE
KEYWORDS: ARCHITECTURAL FIRMS / ARCHITECTURAL PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE / PHUKET

PHIMPHAWAN  PHAKDEESUWAN:  ARCHITECTURAL  PROFESSIONAL  PRACTICE  OF
ARCHITECTURAL FIRMS. A CASE STUDY OF ARCHITECTURAL FIRMS IN PHUKET PROVINCE..
ADVISOR: ASSOC. PROF. CDR.TRIWAT VIRYASIRI, R.T.N., 105 pp.

This research is intended to gather information about the architectural professional
practice of architectural firms in Phuket province to study the barriers as well as factors that affect
the architectural professional practice of architectural firms in Phuket and suggest guidelines for the
architectural professional practice of architectural firms in Phuket. The research methodology
comprised interviews with the executives of the architectural firms sampled. The research tool

utilized was the structured interview to study and collect data.

The results show that the cause and motivation behind architectural firms being
established in Phuket is the wish to present a unique design with their own guidelines and support to
the project occurred. The firms were mostly small firms with 5-10 employees. Architectural projects
in Phuket are mostly hotels and resorts, condominiums or apartments. The customers of
architectural firms in Phuket can be divided in three groups: 1. International customers; 2. Phuket
customers comprising two sub-groups: 2.1 Established business generation and 2.2 Inherited business
generation; 3. Thailand's expat customers. The firm’s marketing is mostly reactive than proactive. The
architectural service fee isn’t of the same standard within each firm and there is no clear criteria.
Barriers encountered are the season of travel in Phuket which affects design and construction
because the customer wants the work completed in the high season (high season is during
summertime from Nov-Apr) with the period of work in the low season (low season is during the rainy
season from May-Oct) experiencing monsoon rain almost all the time. It is difficult to control the
design and the construction that must have good management. Phuket customers work in a family
style that incorporates decisions from many people which can be confusing. The personnel are

insufficient, as well as they are not qualified to meet the firm standards.

External factors affecting the professional practice of architectural firms in Phuket are
economic, both domestically and globally, as well as political crises and natural disasters. The
tourism markets that change affect the design and quality of work. The internal factor is the
personnel management getting the work completed on time and with quality. Below is a summary of
the architectural professional practice of architectural firms in Phuket as follows: should have a
higher standard of work and an international approach. A professional can work with foreigners as
well, have good English skills, both spoken and written. Architectural firms should handle the job
quickly, but with great quality and should have good designs. The unique features of the firms
should have specific expertise and good service. Firms need to have a network to promote good
relations in the future, so the architectural firms in Phuket should give priority to the development

and operation of standard firms to the availability of work is universal.

Department:  Architecture Student's Signature
Field of Study: Architecture Advisor's Signature

Academic Year: 2013
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