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BANPHOT POTA: METHODS FOR JAKAY PERFORMANCE IN KHREUNGSAI PICHAWA ENSEMBLE BY
ASSOCIATE  PROFESSOR  PAKORN  RODCHANGPHUEN. ADVISOR: ASSOC. PROF. KUMKOM
PORNPRASIT, 263 pp.

Originated in the reign of King Rama IV, Khreungsai Pichawa Ensemble is a combination of Klong
Khaek Ensemble and Khreungsai ensemble. The role of Jakay player in the ensemble is to play the main
melody as well as to support the ensemble performance. Thus, the skillfulness, astuteness, and the

accuracy are the required eligibility for the Jakay player of the ensemble.

Concerning the study of Associate Professor Pakorn Rodchangphuen’s biography, it is found that
he is the youngest son in the family. He was married to M.R. Rattanawadee Chomphoonut. Kru Thongdee
Sucharitkul and Kru Lamiet Chittasewee taught him to play Jakay since he was young. In addition, he was
taught to play other Thai musical instruments by many masters. Apart from Jakay, he is also well-rounded in

many other Thai musical instruments including Krachappi, Phin nam tao, and Phin pha ma.

According to the study, it is found that Associate Professor Pakorn Rodchangphuen uses two
distinctive methods of playing Jakay, i.e. strumming techniques and the selection of melodic lines (Sam
Nuan). The former methods consists of eleven techniques: alternation of high and low notes (Deet Tingnoi),
alternation of high and low notes for two bars (Deet Tingnoi Baep Song Hong Phleng), one-pitch triplet (Deet
Sabat Siang Diao), two-pitch triple (Deet Sabat Song Siang), three-pitch triple (Deet Sabat Sam Siang),
simultaneous three-string strumming (Deet Krathop Sam Sai), simultaneous three-string strumming to the
second string, strumming the high-pitched alternating with an open string (Poet Siang Ek Plao), euphonized
gliding two notes, sliding on the wire strings, and strumming on the wire string in the -x-x, -x-- manners. As for
the latter methods, eight types of melodic line are selected, including playing adjacent notes (Siang Chit),
playing adjacent-punctuated notes (Siang Chit Kham), semi-tapping and semi-strumming (Kueng Kep Kueng
Kro), switching between high-pitched string and bass string, alternating between high notes and to bass notes,

playing thin texture, playing the series of adjacent notes and strumming all three strings.

The most frequent performing techniques adopted by Associate Professor Pakorn Rodchangphuen
includes alternation of high and low notes (Deet Tingnoi), alternation of high and low notes for two bars
(Deet Tingnoi Baep Song Hong Phleng), one-pitch triplet (Deet Sabat Siang Diao), three-pitch triple (Deet Sabat
Sam Siang). The second most frequent techniques include simultaneous three-string strumming (Deet
Krathop Sam Sai) and strumming three strings continuing to the second string. As for the selection of melodic
lines, playing adjacent notes (Siang Chit), alternating from high notes to bass notes and strumming the strings
(Choa) are the most frequently used techniques, while semi-tapping and semi-strumming (Kueng Kep Kueng
Kro), switching between high-pitched string and bass string and strumming all three strings take the second
place. The selective adoption of melodic lines results in the musical harmony, while the skillful use of
different melodic lines makes the refrain sound different. All these methods are inherited from the

traditional Thai musical convention

Department:  Music Student's Signature

Field of Study: Thai Music Advisor's Signature

Academic Year: 2013
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