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Tansorn Pornpanyapat : VISUAL LINKAGE IN SEASIDE TOWNSCAPE DESIGN: A CASE
STUDY OF PATTAYA CITY

Principal advisor: Assistant Professor Dr. Khaisri Phakdisukcharoen, 174 pages.

This research examined the international principles of seaside townscape design
focusing on visual linkage, and is based on the related literature and case studies. The study
also identified the problems and potential of visual linkage for creating a unique and effective
townscape for the seaside town of Pattaya. The aim is to recommend fundamental guidelines
for seaside townscape design.

The study revealed that the townscape of a seaside town or town on a river or
waterway that is most appropriate is the result of the creation of balance between man-made
structures and nature so that visual linkage is achieved between the major places in the town
and the waterside area as well as among the major places. Such favorable visual linkages are
possible through townscape design covering both traffic routes and structures.

At present, Pattaya City, especially the area along the seaside, is lacking efficiency in
terms of good public space and unique characteristics. This has largely resulted from the lack
of the visual linkage. Such visual linkage could enhance the potential and unique
characteristics of this seaside town.

As a result of the study, the researcher recommends a total of seven principles as
guidelines for the townscape design of seaside towns with a focus on visual linkage as follows:
1) Blocks of buildings should be situated so that they are in line with a traffic network favorable
to walking, linking the town area with the seaside area. 2) The line of the building fronts along
the road to the sea should be clearly determined and there should be a continuity of activities
in the town area that lead to the seaside area. 3) Buildings at the corners of major roads
should be required to provide a panaromic view for pedestrians. 4) There should be transfers
of building heights, layouts and shapes so that there are no tall structures next to the sea,
blocking of the sea view from other buildings. 5) The patterns of land use along the seaside
and the continuous area should be determined. Commercial or trade areas should be
identified so that they are favorable to continuous activities. 6) The activities that are suitable
for a tourist town should be determined. 7) The line for the installation of road features, shop
signs, advertising boards, traffic signs, and plants should be determined so that they do not

block important view points towards the sea.

Academic Year: 2012
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