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# # 5480193322 : MAJOR JAPANESE

KEYWORDS: OCHIKUBO MONOGATARI / SOCIAL STATUS / FAMILY RELATIONSHIPS

/ HEIAN
SUTHEERA SRIARIYAWONG: SOCIAL STATUS AND FAMILY RELATIONSHIPS
IN  OCHIKUBO MONOGATARI. ADVISOR: ASSOC. PROF. ATTAYA
SUWANRADA, Ph.D., 109 pp.

This thesis has objective to study Social Status and Family Relationships in
Heian period which is depicted in Ochikubo Monogatari. The researcher analyzes the
influence of social status and family relationships between the leading female character
and her family members. The researcher also conducts the comparative study on social
status and family relationships in the fairytale, Cinderella which has the similar plot on
stepmother and stepchild relation in order to find the common ground in cultural aspect.
And also seek for more specific quality of society and culture in Heian period which

appears only in Ochikubo Monogatari.

The result is that Ochikubo Monogatari reflects the state of society in Heian
period in which people put emphasis on family lineage and social status which has
significant influence on storytelling and relationships between the characters. In other
words, the leading female character's elevated social status after her marriage with
high-ranking nobleman contributes resolution of the conflict between the family
members. Ochikubo Monogatari and Cinderella share the common point that the female
leading character is happy and successful after marriage with person of higher social
status. However, the specific characteristic which appears in only Ochikubo Monogatari
is that the happiness of the female leading character is not limited only to marriage with
the husband of higher social status and better living, but it also includes that the conflict
resolution in family is the joy for the female leading character as well.

Department: Eastern Languages Student's Signature

Field of Study:  Japanese Advisor's Signature

Academic Year: 2014
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