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# # 5581315924 : MAJOR POLITICS AND GOVERNANCE
KEYWORDS: POLITICAL DEVELOPMENT / THE ROAD TO DEMOCRACY / CONSTITUTION / POLITICAL
INSTITUTION / POLITICAL CULTURE / THAI POLITIC / SOUTH KOREA POLITIC
BOONWAT SAWANGWONG: COMPARING POLITICAL DEVELOPMENT AND THE ROAD TO
DEMOCRACY OF THAILAND AND SOUTH KOREA. ADVISOR: ASSOC. PROF. SIRIPAN NOGSUAN
SAWASDEE, Ph.D., 239 pp.

This study entitled “COMPARING POLITICAL DEVELOPMENT AND THE ROAD TO
DEMOCRACY OF THAILAND AND SOUTH KOREA” aims to explore why South Korea has been ranked higher
in democracy index than Thailand and moved towards a stable democratic country. Thailand's democracy
, on the other hand, is yet again back into recession. The study compares two key issues, namely the
constitutions and the power relations of political institutions and the mode of political culture in the two
countries. The methodology used in the study is qualitative research. The data are collected from

academic works such as books, articles, research papers, thesis and papers on electronic media.

The research results revealed that the differences in the road to democracy between
Thailand and South Korea were contributed by two major factors; 1) The structure and relationship of the
political institutions which provided the balance of power among various groups in society; 2) The political
culture that allowed channels of negotiation , participation and political monitoring of those in power. The
findings supported the two hypotheses. In addition, the factors supporting the road to democracy in South
Korea, a dynamic ongoing democracy, also included political leaders who have faith in democracy, the
strong role of the social movements and civil society that push for special legislation to protect the rights
of citizens who stand up for democracy, an elimination of the influence of the military from politics, along
with the success in economic and social development. Factors affecting Thailand's stumble road to
democracy are political interference from the military, polarized disagreements between conflicting groups,
weak constitutional design and political institutions that were conducive to corruption, the lack of political
participation of the people and an undemocratic political culture of the Thais who are used to be under

the patronage system.

Department:  Government Student's Signature
Field of Study: Politics and Governance Advisor's Signature

Academic Year: 2014
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