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# # 5673322025 : MAJOR ARCHITECTURE

KEYWORDS: PHUMRIANG COMMUNITY / BUDDHIST COMMUNITY / BUDDHIST PRINCIPLE /

ARCHITECTURE / w5 / len / pfiwws / anntlnensss
THITTAYABHORN MITUDOM: BUDDHIST PRINCIPLE IN PHUMRIANG THAI BUDDHIST
COMMUNITY, CHAIYA DISTRICT, SURAT THANI PROVINCE. ADVISOR: WONCHAI
MONGKOLPRADIT, 142 pp.

Phum Riang, located in Chaiya city, Surat Thani province, was once a glorious Buddhist
community of dedicated and observant Buddhists in the time of the ancient Srivijaya Empire. It was
also the birthplace of Buddhadasa Bhikkhu, an influential monk in the 20" century. In the early 20"
century when he was a child, Phum Riang was a center of Dharma and Buddhist teachings for the
nearby communities. As a result, the people of the area’s commitment to Buddhism was reflected in

their way of life and community management.

The goal of this research project was to study the physical elements of urban planning of
the Phum Riang Community. Therefore, it focused on concepts of balanced living and community
settlement in relation to Buddhist principles, from the past to the present. The study made use of
historical documents concerning the community’s settlement in light of the influence of Buddhist
teachings. In addition, the researcher conducted field surveys and interviews with community

scholars to gather data.

It was found that the community was established with the awareness of the importance of
the relationship between the people and their location in the Buddhist community which was
considered a priority. They also considered religious beliefs which reflected in the factors of shaping
their community such as selecting settlement sites, creating community centers, perceiving the
nature of location, and living in close-knit community, as well as realized ecological principles, i.e.

orienting in balance with nature, to be of great importance in the infrastructure of the town.

Living in such an environment, the community has incubated ideas of living in harmony
with nature. In this way, they have developed their local lifestyle, which can be observed as flowing
from their traditions, beliefs, and indigenous knowledge, all of which have been passed down from

generation to generation as an essential part of the community life cycle.

Department: Architecture Student's Signature

Field of Study:  Architecture Advisor's Signature

Academic Year: 2014
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