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The main purpose of this research is to study the legal power of
criminal justice officials to commit schizophrenic patients. The research ‘
focuses particularly on the powers of police officers and physicians accordingi
to Thai law to detain for treatment in the hospital schizophrenic patients
who have never committed criminal offense or have only been charged with |
petty misdemeanour but are likely to cause danger to themselves or others. |
This research undertook the comparative analysis of foreign mental health
legislation. Laws of United Kingdom, the United States and Japan were chosen
for this purpose. 1

This research found that the power of the police officers according |
to Thai law is defective and ambiguous whereby police officers are hesitant j
to proceed with the detention of schizophrenic patients. Besides, there has
never been any legislative attempt to empower physicians to impose compulsory l
treatment to schizophrenic patients. This resulted in the complex legal ;
problems concerning admission of schizophrenic patients to treatment and xthe |
risk of criminal prosecution of physiciahs who carry out their duties.
Comparative study of foreign laws reveals that mental health laws were enacted
to solve the above problems.

This research proposes the introduction of mental health law which
will authorizes and specifies the duties of police officers and physicians.
Rules and regulations as well as principle and procedure appropriate for
the commitment of mental patient to the hospital should be adopted. Such
legislation and administrative regulations will spell out any ambiguity on
part of criminal justice agencies concerned thereby individual rights,
liberties and society should be protected.
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