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ABSTRACT

Chiang-Mai is the most important province in the uppernorthern
region of Thailand because it serves as a center for transportation,
economic, education, and other public services. Being a center of
these services, Chiang-Mai was stipulated by the Fifth National Econo-
mic and Social Development Plan, to be the growth center to activate
development of the region. The Plan, meanwhile, laid out variety of
infrastructure project plans to accelerate the immediate proposed
development of Chiang-Mai. Consequently, this will contribute a great
deal to the increasing role of the Province, as well as contribute to

the urban sprawl.

Apparently, the urban expansion leads to difference types of
land use. Especially, the increasing residential land use is a consi-
derably predominant and results in subsequent impacts to other types

of land use.

The study of the previous land use in the municipal area of
Chiang-Mai shows that the expansion has spreaded out in all direction.
The major roads branching out from the municipél area are main consti-
tuent factors contributing to this expansion of land use. After 1977,
the residential land use was significantly increased because of the

growth of housing and real estate businesses. The trend of residential



land use is expanded arround its periphery due to high price of land
within the municipal proper. This trend gives rise to wider expansion
around the fringe while abandoning some lands inside the municipal area
not developed, which is technically called "ribbon development." Such
situation apparently affects the urban development of Chiang-Mai. Most
of deserted land within the municipal area are located in the inner

part between city roads and bear low potential to be developed into
commercial areas. The result of this study suggests that these deserted
lands be developed for residentizls in order to delay'urban expansion
and to make use of land effectively. It is also proposed that plans

to tackle with the present housing problems must by inclusively dealt

with.
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