CHAPTER 1

GALSWORTIHY'S LIFE

Eerly Years

1867 - 86 1
John Galsworthy was born in a well - to - do family

on August 14th, 1867, in & villa called "Parkfield" at Kinpgston Hill.
His mother!s family were o}d Worcestershire landed people; and though
his father's ancestors vere yeomen from Wembury in Devon, they had
tecome Tich pecple in about three gsnerations, He had one elder sister,
I1ily, who had Yeen born in 1862, After her birth, the family moved
from Portlend Place to Parkfield where he himeelf wes born. After that,
they moved out to another house, z very much bigger one, called
Qoombe Warren; it stood in pleasent surroundings: wide fields, prstures,
woods, where one could breathe the fresh country air, There; his mother
gave birthk to two more children, Hubert end Mabel Galsworthy. Thay lived
there for about nineteen yeare snd retumed to London in 18886,

45 & 1little boy, Gelsworthy was imught at home by BEnglish
and foreign govermessas., He was very fond of reading and made himself
short-sighted by reading foo many books of histeory and mdveniure

while he lay face downwarde on fthe flcor.
When he waes nins years old, he was sent to a smal) preparatory

school called Smugeen at Bournemouth. Here he showed cansiderable
gkill in atheletics, He was one of the best runners of the school and
was captain of the foothall team in 18380. His activities alzso included

his first appearance on the stage as "4 Rude Boy" in & comic drama,

 "Milky White"
At the age of fourtesn, he went to Harrow where he became guite

a distinmuished end popular student. He showed his telent in various
.activities; but strangely encugh no marked ability for literaturc was
shown. The only writing we have of his from this time is 2 report on
house sport which was kept in the House whers he himzelf far two years
scrved as the Head. He won the headship of his house in 1884, after

only two years in that House, This was considersd a great honour because

thls ;!ll‘i



this position required the quality of leadership, proper conduct, and

on immense capacity to undertake and to perform warious kinds of tasks,

Being a very skilful athiete and sporteman, he was elected .
captain of the scheol gymnastics VITI and also captain of the school
football team in 1664 — 1885, Desides, be was a member of the School
Singing XII and became a very food singer with his atiractive baritone
voice which was afterwards to charm a great many people who gathered
to listen to him reading his own plays.

His scholasiic carser was quite satisfactory too. He was

considered a good scholar. In his last tern, he passed the Oxford

and fambridge Higher Certificate Examinations, his subjects being Latinm,
Elementary Mathematics, Scripture Knowledge, and History, Om leaving
Harrow, he was among the top dozen.

He was 19 years old when he left Harrow. He had already grown

up to be a reserved and respectable young man. He had a strong wiil
which was hidden under his calm and quiet attitude. One of his Iriends
recorded, "I was alwaye impresaed, at the many comniitee mectings over
which I bave seen him presids, by his capacity for grasping the pros
and cons of a proposition, weighing them dispassionately and proncuncing
a judgment so astute that it nearly always went without criticism™,

His outward appearance was described as "...falr, Bbluish - grey
of eye, just under six feet, but so well = proportioned that he locked
taller, athletic and rather tanned, with leng ~ fingered powerful hands

and a disarming smile, reticent, but a geod listener.”

Galsworthy's University's Life

1686-8%;
In 1866, he went up to Oxford and studied law. Like many rich

and frahionable young mey there, he led a gay and ¢enventional lifao,

keeping company with Etonians and Harrovians for the most part. His

intimate friends described him as ¢ "a bilt eynical, often humorous,

1. H.L.Clay: Heminiscences of Galazworthy included in Galsworthy's

The HMan of Property ({1957), p.376

2, R.H. Mottram: John Galsworthy (1956), p. 6



ess Certainly showed no sign of high purpose or moral eamestngas,"
but was "rather inclined to laugh at any sign of such things in others."
He shared a copmon interest with his friendsz in horse-racing and

He joined in many dramatic =ocieties, one of which

privets theatrigale.
Theugh

was. the famous Oxford University Dramatic Society {the 0.U.D.3).
he never made an attempt to write a play at that time, he took part in
a number of amateur shows at Torquay and in various country houses; he
was then knmown to be good in quiet "straight" parts,

Turing his Oxford years, he often went to London and there he
showed something of his hidden nature which was never to be revealod

at Oxford; i.e., his keen interest in soeial conditions which was later

to emeTge as the dominant theme in his plays and novela, Mr, G.H. Harrig,

one of his close friends wrote, "The only characteristic which he
displayed during our life in Lenden together which differentiated him
from the rest of our set was his fondness for wandering about at night

in the poorer distriets, listening io the conversations of the people,

. s i
sometimes visiting doss - houses."

Galsworthy had, in fact,a particular sénsitivengss and sympathy
for the poor, the outcasts, and a1l "littic men'. His wandering about
among the poor not only widened his kmowledge of mankingd, but it also
formad material for many of his enthusiastically accepted plays such as

" Tha Silver Box and Strife end the novel, Ths Island Pharisces,

The chief characters in thesc plays arc poor peopls whoae way of livine
iz zo different from that of their rich oppressors that the reader can
hardly believe that they live in the same town and arce of thc same
ngtionality.

His study of Law at Oxford and his practieo of it {whieh scems
to have meen very opasmeodic) during the years 1890 - 1892 also had =
certain bearing om hisz writing carcer, His rocadors will see that in

many of his plays and novels,the court - scenes are deliberately and

1, E.V¥. Harrot: The Life and Letters of John Galsworthy (1936),

P. 61 . References to this work honecforth will be civen

simply as Marrot.

2. Marrot, p. 65



skilfully laid, The complete description of the sccenes shows that

the writer has great knowledge of the law and of thc court's proccas,
Evontually, Galsworthy came to the conclusion that there woro

defeets in English law, and this was part of the message of such plays

as Justice, Bscape and Tho Silver Box. These threc plays showed how

so-callcd justicefeould be tho causc of a man's complete ruin,

18859-1906 The Beginning of Galsworthy's Writing Carcer

After taking his degrec with Second Class Honours in 1889,
Galsworthy was destined by his family for a carger at the Bar, and
was Called to the Bar. on April 30th, 1890, One yoar later he set out
on hig first cslenial tour to varicus countries, In Canada, he visited
Quobee, Victoria and Vancouver Island. His ﬁescriptiﬂn of this trip
in one of his letters was full of lively and apusing details. This
trip certainly brought him new oxporiences well worth having; end so
did his seceond trip to Australia, New Zealand and the South Seas in
1892, His Tricnd, Tod Sanderson wroto ahout him, “fHere again Jack
absorbed all that he saw and hcard, using the material for some of his
storics. He had a photographic quality of mind whiech he aftervards

developed to an cxtraordinary extont,” :

On this second tour, he met Joseph Conrad, first mate of the

Torrens, an English sailing ship. Conrad was greetly admired by
Gelsworthy beth for his rare personality and fund of cxperience and &
fow yvars later for his courage in working his wey into the English
litorary c¢ircle., Conrad was a Tole and he had not spoken English
until he was twenty - four years old, In 1895, at the age of 38,

he published his first importent short novel called Almayer's Folly.

Ais exporience of the spa and his visitas to many parts of the world,
cspeeiplly the East and the Far Bast, gave him considerable material

for his storics and novels.

It may be said that Galsworthy was inspired hy Conrad., In onc
of his notes, Galsworthy wrote, "I useﬁ to stay with him a good deal
from 1895 - 1905, Tirst at Stenford in Essex and then at

1. 7Ibid, p. 80



dtenford in ¥ent. He was indefatigably good to me while my own puppy's
eyes were opening to literaturc, and I was still Iin the carly stapges
of that.struggle with his oraft which a writer worth his sali never
quite abandons," ! | '

However, it was not Conrad who in the first place urged him to
writc but, Ada Galsworihy, fis cousin's wife, whom he himself was one
day to marry: "Until I was 27 yeers and & months old, it ncver eccurred
to me to write anything. And then it didntt occur to me; it ogourred
to onc who was not then my wife, '"Why don't you write?' she aaid,
*You are just the porson.t™

From then onwards, Galsworthy boegan to live three lives: as an
under - cmployed barrister and as & diroctor of several companices
tut in sceret, he was also trying to be a writer. His confossion ecame
out later, "In those days T had not eno singlp literary friend except
Joacph Conrad, frem whom I guarded inwvielably the shameful secret that
I was writing ...." 3

Howewer, when he finally told Conrad that he had started writing,
Cnnraa rociprocated warmiy, He gave Galsworthy good adviee an the
placing of his books. [H¢ also constantly brought Galsworthy's work to
the notico of great publishers, '

Galsworthy's first work came out in 1897. It wae a set of

storiecs called From the Four Winds. This was followed by two novels,

Jocelyn, published in 1898, and ¥illa Rubein (1900); and a sot of stories
entitled 4 HMan of Dovon which was published in 1901. & Man of Tevenm

is the first book that mentions the famous Forsyte family. Thesc four
books wore written under his pen - name, John Sinjohn,. Though the
approciation and conseguently the sale of these books were limited,

he did net suffer financially sincc he had not written to carn money,
his income from other sourecs boing cnough to support him and his

family gquitc ecomfortably,

i. Ibid, p. 117
2. Ibid, p. 101
3. N.L. Clay: Reminisconces of Galsworthy included in Galsworthy's

The Man of Preperty (19573, p. 373




His next novel The Island Pharisees (1904) was the first book
puhlished under Galsworthy's ovm namc, Its reception was mixed.

Those who were in favour of it stated that it was amusingly writton
and was not dull whereas the readers who were against it thought the
charastoeTs vore bores and the book sulfcred Trom over — omphagis.
Howewer, this book has in faet been much more talked about than his
Tirst four books, and in it we sec the forcshadowing of the themes and
of the craftsmanship of the groat works that followed later,

Qalsworthy was bheeoming more intercsted in the art of the nowvel
and was loarhing to write well. He studicd end admircd Turgenicv
for his 'intcnse hatred for eruclty and humbugj.le aldo 1liked do
Maupazsant because'his sardonie nature hated prejudice and stupidity,
had in it a vein of doep and indignant pity, picreing vision, and a
sensitivences seldom egualled.! It wes believed by such critics as
Frank Swinnerton that his earliest beoks were a dirvecet imitation of
Turgeniev's novels with his dash of humznitarian moralizing, However,
as his own craft grow stronger under this inspiration, he tried to do
away with any tcndency to imitate and dewveloped his own trend,

His books bocamc better too as cxperience enriched his life.
The Bocr War which began in 1899 betwcen the English and the Africans
raiscd many cuestions in his mind about various problems of seciety,
homes, schecls ete, Moreover, he himself had suffered the bitter
cxpericnce of falling in love with a marricd woman, Ada Galsworthy, his
cousin's wife who, as wc have scen, urged him to write as carly as 1894,
They grow Tonder of cach other as time went on. Though Ada finally
decided to cut adrift from her husband in 1902 and settled in her own
flat, the two lovers did neot marry until Galsworthy's Tather dicd in
14904, Galesworthy had not wanted bis #*d father to suffer from the
scandal of g divoree in the family, though to him end Ade divorce only
meant an eacapt from a loveless marriage and it was 1ovo rather than
marriage which mattercd., So aftcr aome ton years of painful waiting,
they wore finelly able o got marricd in 190% and scftled happily down
in a little ¢ld housc on Addison Road, London.

1. Ihkid, ,p. 374



1506
The novel which Galsworthy wrote after this crisis in his life,

The Man of Property (published in 1906}, was also the most striking

ona so far. It placed Galsworthy among the top writers. After this
novel, hia literayy independsnce ywas assured and his income from his
writing grew steadily, In the same year, Galsworthy's [irat play,

The Silver Box; was also performed before the publie, and was a sucecess,

When produced, it was appreciated by all sorts of people and it was
clailmed to be the direct result of his mingling with the poor.

1907-8
In 1907, his second play, Jo¥, sappeared, but it was not e great

success. The general tone of the c¢ritics was that Joy was & "child's
play - & flimay, emaseulate, itea-party concaction."lHis novel,

The Country House, which amlso came out in this year proved to he much
more sttractive, Some critics concluded that this book, though less

powerful than The Man of Property, was truer and more pleasant to rTead.
The year 1907 also witnessed the beginning of Galsworthy's fight

against the Censorship of Plays. After the censoring of such plays as

Granville = Barker's Waste and Shaw's Mrs. Werren's Profession,

Gelasworthy's pomphlet A Justification of the Censorship of Plays
appeared. He alsoc wrote a long letter to the Censor Committee pointing

out hov the system of censorship could discourage men of letters from
writing, Though nothing remarkable came out ae the Tesult of his fight,
the censorship eventuslly tecame more sensible on the whola.

Galsworthy began Strife in this ywar and finished it eix months
-before Joy was produced, However, the play had to wait for its first
performence for nearly two yoars during which the iwa novels,
A Commentary and Fraternity, were writien and published. The Ple¥, Strife
has been considered by many to bo his hest, and though its interest as
a commont upon social conditions may havs lessened now, it is still

widelyY read and frequently psrformed,

1. Marrot, p., 208



1909

The year 1509 was a produstive year for Galsworthy. After the
appearance of Fraternity and Strife, he immedistely started writing
The Eldest Son, and finished it in May. Before May was ocut, he had
written The Littls Dream, He started writing The Mob at the beginning

of July but this was soon dis-continued for a time as he turmed his
attention t¢ the now play Justice which wes completed in Decombar 1904,
This was not all that occupiced his time. He began to be greatly
concerned about the canditian of prisons where he had made several
vigite; his first onc being the visit to Dertmoor Prison in September,
1907, From then onward, he had boen visiting many prisons, intorviewing
prisomers, and studying question of solitary confinement. In the
beginning of 1909 {before Justice was bogun), he was already busy
trying to get the period of solitary confinement in English prisons
roduced. He was in correspondence with the Humanitarian League, the
authority on prisone and the political eirclos, and also wrote on the
subjeect; we find seme of his boldest comments in his play Justiee,

1910
Aig attompt was sugecessful. The terms of solitary confinement

wore roducod and later on wo will see that a further reduction wae to be
made after the production of Justice in Fobrusry, 1910,

On July 12th, 1910, he visited Churehill {Home SocTetary)
et the Homc Officc to discues prisons. Churchill told Galsworthy that
ho was going to reduce solitary confinoment te¢ one month for all excopt
recidivists (i,e, prisoners doing a sontence for o second offonca)
who wore 1o have three. This was Galsworthy's great victory, and ho was
congratulated by Professor Murray, tho famous claseical zcholsr and
liveral thinker: “Just a line to congratulato you on Churchill's
announeoments, 1 gathor that he nade & definite rofercnece to Justice,
. It i# a fine thing te have achieved, a roally great thing., Toes not
real life secm a tromondous thing as comparcd with art when one gets
the two togother ? I mean, How much greater it is to have saved = lot
of men and women from twe monthes of solitary evanfincment than to have

sent any number of over - fed audicneces into raptures.®

1. Ibid, p. 267



1911
After Justice camo The Littlc Drcam, a chearming litile play,

which was porformed in 1911 and met with the onthugiastic approval of
tho audicnee, Oplsworthy himsclf also confessed that on the whole
ke enjoyed the production of this play more than that of any of nig
others,

Galsworthy's activities during this year (1911} wore almost
exclupively theatrical. Besides The Little Dream, he began The Pigeon,

finighed his four-act play The Fuzitive, and directad rehearsele of

his earlier plays such as Justice at Liverpool, The Silver Box at

Birmingham, and Sirife at Manchester and at the 0.U.D.3., Oxford,
Althouzh Galsworthy did neovhing at all in the way of novel

writing during ihe wheole of the year 1911, his name remained boforo the

public as a novelist through the publication, on March 6&th, of

The Patrician, The book was extremely well received both in England,

America and France. He alco wrote p number of poems, essays and stories
including Quality, one of the besi-written and bost-knowm of his stories.
1912

On January 30th, 1912 hie sixth play, The Pigeon was performed
at the [oyalty Theatre in London. The first preduction -in London was
not so pugeesaful ae in Glasgow where the play received sleven
‘ecurtains' at the end of the performance on the first night.

The play and its writer were also warmly received when they
Teached America on Maroh 3ird, 1912. Ada's diary, written during her
stay with her husband in America, records that they "attended a sort of
firet night of The Pigeon in New York feathers. In my humble opinieon
it is very much better than in London..,..." 1 fBalsworthy was vory ;
popular in this country, especially in Chicaro whkere "there certainly
ie a mest eppreciative world for him over this side. They quote his
books and poems by the pago! " 2 Galsworthy's vopularlity made adp
thrill with delight and she weat on, "He has the most wonderful lotters
and appreciations from sll sorts and places; one feels that (over here)
they ere just longing to make a spiritual leader of him } and a little
hurt if they don't sce signs of his stoppineg on to his throne | * 3

1. 7Ibid, p. 333
2. Ibid, p. 335

3. Ibid, wp. 338, 339
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After some throe months in America, Galsworthy and his pife
returned home with an interesting record of his general improssion of
Amcrica,

A% the end of 1912, thore appearcd his novel, The Inn of -~
Tranguillity and the play The Fldest Son, which had been postponed for

When it was f£in2lly porformed, it was noted o3 a

nearly threo Yoars,

'fairly good succhs d'estime!', but it was = commcrcial fallure.

1913

In 1913, the Galsworthys left their old housc at 14 Addipon

Reoad and moved inte a2 new London flat, 14 Adelphi Terrace House. What

galsworthy said about moving out is worth mentioning: "It was rather sad,

after eight ycars, but whon Chris departed the house was never the same again,

nor “the garden."” 1 ghris was a dog, and to them, "the most wonderful

dog that over was." Ite decath was a rcal tragedy. Though CGalsworthy

and his wifc were very fond of animals of all kinds and kept a lot of dogs

and horscs, no other was what Chris had becn to them. They lost it in

1911+ thc entry in Calsworthy's diary ran, "Tucsday, December 19, -

hidison Road, Chris is gono. Ada prostrato. Oh ! so sad a day ! "
Galsworthy's love of animals was lmovm to all his friends,

Ha was very sensitive to their suffcrings, 1n fact, to the sufferings of

all living things in the world. He could never just look on them leing

unfairly treatcd and do nothing. Cocreion of any kind invariably

engendered resentment in his tender heart and roused him to action against

3

those unfair treatments,

l. Ibid, p. 367

2. Ivid, Pp. 35

3. Tho following is a2 1ist of some of the causcs o which,
at enc time or another, CGalsworthy zave active support -

Slaughterhousc Reform.

Arpcal for Horses in the Tar,

Protocetion of Animals in North Africa

Vivieeotion of Dogs

Bovements against the econfinement of animels in Zoos,
against the hunting of foxcs for sport and against pizeon
shooting '

Labours' better condition

Woman's Suffrago

Divarce Law Reform cte.
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But love of animals was no substitute for lave of humanity,
and in his novels {¢.g. The White Monkey) and plays {c.g. The Eldost Son)

he apparently criticisos pcople who have morc affcction « mnd cven
undorstanding - for their animals than they have for their husbande,

wives, children or servanis,
1913 alsc witnessed the production of The Fugitive, a play in

which Calsworthy oxpresscd his sympathy towards a lady who was forced
by circumstances and by the inadecquacy of English divorce law to walk
the streets and whe finally ended her lifo in the most tragical way,

Ho also bogan The Little Man in this year and finished it in five days,

Mcanwhile, his novel, The Bark Flower, appcarcd but it was not very

vwell received in London. After that, he began The First and The Last,

a very short play, and a much longer one, & Bit O'Lowe, which was atb
first called Tha Full Moon.
T+ seems to us that Galsworthy devoted all his time to writing

{whieh was uenally followed by a great deal of revision), rehearsing
But there was still another

plays, reforming society, and travslling.
activity of his worth noting, namelys— his readings from his and other
dramatists' plays at varioue places in England and en the Continent.
He had a very fine baritone voloe which always drew a large c¢rowd, not
only those who spoke English, but alse those who could not understand

the English language at all.

The War
1914 - 1918
"I hate and ebhor war of all kinds; I despise and loathe it,
And the thoupht of the million daily acts of its violence and hateful
brutishness keeps Tiving my soul."

50 this was Galsworthy's attitude towards war, However, knowing
that war was by no means avoidable, he tried his best to help the
situptian. He realized that the immediate institution of a Relief Fund
for a great many unfortunate people was necded and therefore sent off
more than s thouzand pounds te various War Funds at the beginning of the

War. 2 Galsworthy's benevolence tovards the Belglan refugees, he kept

1. Marrot, pp. 393, 396

2. Examples of such funds were the Motor Ambulance Fund,
- the Authors'! and Actors' Fund, and the Belpgianm Refupees'Fund,
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a close secret himself, but it was later revesled by the King of

Belgium, who conferred on him, az a sign of Gratitude, a well-merited

distinction; -- The Falmes en Or de L' Ordre de la Couronmme in 1920,
Besides, Galsworthy was asked to contribute gratis to a serial

issued by Scribners, the procgeds of which were to be given to war relief,

He complied with .the reoquest by letting them have the novel The Freclands

which he had already begun in May 1913, the serial rights of which
realised £ 1,500, This was the most substantizl emmtribution he had so
far nmade for.Relief Funds.

Remarkablo though his help seomed to bo, Galswerthy was =still
anxious to do more for his country. Tho thought of war kept on haunting
him and pricking his conscieneco, and with it conflicted his love for
4da: "The heart searchings of this War are terrible: the illumination
of oneself rather horrible. I think and think what is my duty, and all
the time know that if T arrivod at certain coneclusions T shouldn't do
that duty. This is what comea of giving yourself to a woman body and
soul. JA,paralyses and has always paralysed me. I have nevor been able
to faee the idea of being cut off from her.”

But oven if he had decided to leave his wife and join thc army—
he really trisd to de in 1918, when he was rejected because of hia physi-
cal condition -— he would certainly not have heen aceeptod. As he
ruefully eaid in 1914, ",....0y game shoulder would not stand a weak's
training without getting my arm into a sling. Moreover T supposec thers
is no one yet training as short - sighted asﬂi am, Still T worry -

worry - all the time -~ bald and groy and forty-scven and worrying.

Funny ' " 2

But he realized that he could smerve hia country with his pen:
what he was really abie to do was to write and te deveote =211 the money
that he mede to Rclief Funds. Among his more famous works published during
the war,besides The Freclands {1915), were the plays 4 Bit 0' Love
(puviished and produged in 1915), The Mob {preducod in 1914 but
published 2 long time afterwarde); the cssays A 8heaf {published in 1916},

1,2, Marrot, pp. 411, 412 {(from Galsworthy's diary dated
November 15 th, 1914).
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and the novel Beyend (published in 1917), of which the last ene is
one of Galswolhy's langest books,

His written work during the war seemed to fall below his
normal level, This was quite natural for the thought of war iftself had
simply beon wearing away 21l his other feelings. Besides, the
Jalsworthys together hady, quite carly on, found an active way of helping
which must have been a com@iderable drain an Galsworthy's timo and
strength, After the death of his mother in 1915, he and his wife joined
the Anglo - Hed Cross and wont to Faris to participate in hospital work
at Dorothy Mlhusen's Convalcscent Hospital for French scldiers at
Martouret. GCalsworthy worked on massape the technique of which had been
taught to him by a Swedish sxpert. His wifc, Ada, worked at linen,
corrospendence, snd prisoners' parcels. They werked there with great
satisfaction for about two years and rotumed to their owm country in
March, 1917. The writing of these years therefore was dong against an

unuzual background and in far from casy circumstances, After his rotum

to England Galsworthy had mors time for his written werk. He finished

The Foundations, which was performed in Juno, 1917, He also wrote

the novels Indian Bummer of a Forsyte and Grotcsque, some poems and

articles, all within the same year.
To retum to The Foundations, its first performance at the

Royalty Thoatre was not quitc sucgessful. Again, it me$ with finaneial
failure, Galsworthy could not help complaining, "It has bocome guite
¢lear that I can never hope for a financisl suocess with a play in
London -- it's an unspeakable publie, I think I must certainly hold the
dramatie rocord for all countries —— cleven plays produsced, and not one
{in Londan) has made a penny for the managemont that preduced it...." 1
However, ncarly all of his plays proved to ho a tremcndous

success in amerioa where ovon his losser plays such as The Mob still did

very well.

At the end of the yoar 1917, Calsworthy was offcred a knighthood
as a reward for what he had donc during the war. The Prime Minister
first sent a telegram to Calesworthy asking him to wire by return whother

he aceepted the offer or mot. Galsworthy then scnt his refusal

1., Tbid, p. 429
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by telegram: "Most profoundly grateful but fecl I must not accept." 1
However, the tclegram had not been received by the Prime Minister up to
the timo of the announcement of the newly established kmights. He then
thought it would be better to antleipate Galsworthy's acceptance rather
than his refusal. Gonseguently, Galsworthy found that his name apncarcd
in the Lists as a ¥night on Janvary 1st, 1918. In his astonishment,
Galsworthy wired to the Primc Minister again asking him to eangel his
name at the sarlicst copportunity. Though he felt that he was greaily
honoured, he could by no means acgept this offer considering that
"no artist of Lottors ought to dally with titles and rewards of that
" nature. Be should ¥oop quite clear and independent.™ : His friends
and other people felt the samo. One said, "He has scored both ways.
Ho has had the honour of bheing dmighicd, and' the honour of having
refused a knighthood. Many men would envy nim" 3

lieanwhile, ho eontinucd writing. He finishod the novel
A Saint's Progress which he thought a 'curious hook' in April 1918;
it was published in 1919, In the eeme year (1918}, he was appointed
gditor of Heveille which had formorly been called Recalled to Life,

One month later, he vegan a new novel which was to be a satirical

comedy called The Burming Spear.

1918
On July 25th, 1918, there appeared a set of Calsworthy's

stories called Five Wales which compriscd The First and the Last,
A 8toic, The Apple Tree, Tho Jury man , end Indian Summer of a Forsyte.
Except for The First and tho Last , the rest of the storics got a

warm roception from the Press. TIndian Summer of a Forsyte was conzidered

the mest important pisee in the volume. Apart from its owm morits,
it is also tho link betwosn The Man of Property and the rest of the
coliceted chronicles of the Fersyte family which later appearcd in a

serios of five hooks: In Chancery (published in 1920}, To Let {1921},
The White Monkey {2924), The Silver Spoon (1926) and Swanseng (1928}.

bid, :pp. 436 - 8

H
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1, 2, 3.
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aftor The War-

In November 1918, the Galsworthys moved inte a new housc,
a very charming onc, as described by Galsworthy, Grove Lodge Hampstead,
and there they hezrd of the ond of the first Forld War,

Galsworthy had made it his regular rule ¢ven beforce the var,
tv live on lcss than hall his income ond to give all the rest away.
Put during the war perhaps threc - guarters of his total income and all
the money camed by his writing were given avay to various charitios,
The exact total scoms nover to have boen rogorded, and is perhape
incaleulablc, for with it one might reckon moncy Galsworthy carned
indircetly for the funds by hi= appcals, In a letter of April 1916,
he wroter "My Job so far has been to write appeals, and to carn by my
fiction £ 31000 or £ 4000 from Amcrica for funds.” L

In short, CGaloworthy proved that his sentimeontality, or his
Tecxcessive! . love for the under-dog, whatevor one chooscs to eall it,
turned out to b of great uazc o his fellowmen; and fow had more to give
to their country than this 'sentimontzl’ man.
1919
In 1919, Galsworthy was invifcd by Dr. Nicholas Murray Butler
and the gmerican Academy of Arts and Leticrs to go to Amorica as 3
represcntative of English likerature at the Lowell Centenary celebrations.

In the meantime, Galaworthy was again faced with censorship
problams, Articles about the Ministiry of Pencions in Reveille, of whish
he was the editor, were censored. Galsworthy could not compromiee,
Teeling that he would mislead the public if he did not retzin a eritiecal
and independent attitude in the review, He then decided to resign from
the editorship and the articles came to an end regretted by many peovle
such as Thomas Hardy, Robert Bridges, G.X. Chesterton and Siegfried
Sassoon. Co6901

Galsworthy and his wife made their sscond journey to Agmerica
in Februery 1519 and, as on their previous visit in 1912, they wcré

warmly received and they themselves took great delight in the people

1, TIbid, p. 447
2. Ibid, p. 446
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and plagas they zaw, They visited many stales, of which interesting
gdescriptions can be Tound in Galeworthy's 1e£ters to his relatives and
friends. New York to them, "was excitingly beautiful: it has a peculiar
poignant sensationalism of atmosphere and skies and roofs; and at night
like an Arabian Night." 1 Galaworthy was disappointed when he and his
wife arrived in Washingten, He thought it was much speiled by war
buildings, However, every ~ where they went, they were enthusiastically
welcomed and they theught on the whole American people were very cordial
and lively. They were greatly touched by the unique atmosphere of
South Carolina, "peculiar old ~ worldy ..., not like either world, old
or nnw".2 It was not only thc"old time houses, and wonderful suiptle
colourings and sconts™ of this "undmerican place” that plcascd thom,
but they also found out that "the Southern voices {evidently deeply
founded on darkey nurses} arc very soft and pretty : and the owmers therew
of are awfully nieco.” 3 In Qincinnati, they sew and heard their first
Jazz band -- "4 caution; we hoped if might We our last." 4 They were not
impreszsed by the Niagara falls cither, They thought they wore very
"imposing and somchow unlovable", they far proferred the Grand fCanyon.

Galsworthy travelied about a, groat deal in America. Besides
participating in the Lowell Centenary celedrations in New York, he also
gave a number of publle lsctures as well as lectuvres at various universi-
ties such as Yale and Princeton. He was alse awarded temporary memhership
of several clubs and sogieties such as : The National Arts, Century,
Players'; Union, University, Harvard, and Cosmopolitan Clubas,

A1 the while, Ada proved to br of great help to Galsworthy.
In a lettor to his nephew, he said of her, "Your remarkable Aunt has wecon
going great guna, and charming all hcarts, and doing the most active
seerebarial work all at oneo, ..., " 0

Adz also had to make z speech now and then. Bhe made ong at tho
Camegie Institute in Pittsburgh. The sposch was made before a perfor—

mance of The Silver Box by the students. This was, in Galsworthy's

opinion, an ¢éxeellent performance, and it pleascd him very much,

1, 4, 3. Marrot, pp. 472, 473
N 4, Ibid, p. 475
5. Ibid, p. 473
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During his visit to Amcrica, Jalsworthy met innumerablc peoplo
from various walks of life, Among the distingulished men whom Galsworthy
got %o know well were Llewellyn Jones, the journalist; Cerl Sandberg
and Edgar Lec Masters, the well-kmown pocts;y and , significantly, a
certain group of soecial reformers.

After sponding some throc months in America, the Galsvorthys
sailed back home on the Adriatic_anﬂ.arrived at England in May, 1919.

His leectures in America proved gquite luerative. Galsworthy was
Iloft with 4,000 dollars after all expenscs had beeon paidy this sum of
moncy was given to the Fund for Armenian and Syrian Relicf in How York.

After hiz return from America, Galsworthy started weiting the
novel In Chancery, btut dropped it for a mew play in three acts, called

The Skin Game which hée fimished in July, 1919,

Thero was an interesting cpisode in the cmme yuar over the

publication in Britain of his satire, Thc Pumming 3pear which, as we

have seen, he had begun the year before; this appeared under ihe initials
A.R.P - ¥, The book roused little or no attention at 21l; nobody
recognized the suthor'c ildentity, and the Press said that it was very bad.
Galsworthy himself wished to keep hies authorship of it a dark secret;

when he sent The Burning Spear to Professor Murray on May 18th, 1919

he wrote, "By the way, I wonder if the enclosed little book will interest

you. The Press say it's very bad; I have zome sympathy with it and its
author." 1 Professor Murra¥k however, made ro comment on the book
until 1923 when Calsworthy made kmown that it had in faet been written
by him, This was Murray's reply than: ",..T have owed you a letter for
a longtime, but wag so overworked that I didn't writc to anyone, 1 read
The Purning Spear twice..... I dom't guite think it comes off. It is in
the Don Quixote style, and I think it is too rude an instrument for you'.
Murray proceeded in this letter to say that he had met a
virtucus young Austrian weman at the top of a gmall mountain threc days
before. This woman told him in Cerman that she greatly admired Shaw
and Galsworthy, and he confirmed her opinion,
It secoms to us that Galsworthy was more popular among peocplos

of other nationz than among his fellow-countrymen. We have secen, and

1,2, Ibid, ‘pp. 478, 531
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shall see later om, that wherever he wont outside his own country,
America, Normvay, Swedong Denmark, Austria ete. he was welcomed o3 a
groat litcrary leader, and most of his plays were much beticr received
in these countries than in England. This is cspecially true of America.
1920

Galsworthy was very fond of travel. Every year scomed to find.
him restless, and Galsworthy aften choze to travel during the first
months of thc year in order to got zway from the winter in Londan.
In 1920, he and his wife went to visit some countries on the Continent
such as Spain and France. It was rceorded that on January 10th, 1920,
the ¥ing of Bolgium bestowed upon him tho Palmes cn Or de L' Ordre
de la Couramne in rocognition of the valuable scrvises which he had
rendered to the Bolgians! Cause during the war.

It wa3s also in this yoor that Galsworthy was clected a momber

of the Athcnacum Club henoris ecausa, undor a special rule, as a persom

distinmuished in literzture.
As for his literary work, 1920 was for Galsworthy = prolific

year by way of coditione of now and of previously published works.

This is the 1lists; Tatterdemalion, The Foundations, The Skin Came,

Fourth Serics, In Chaneery, and Awskcening. Among these,perhaps the

mest important publication was Tho Skin Game, the play which was Galswor-

thy's first commercial sucecss in the theaztre. This play was also
presentcd in America and Parls. In Paris the play was entitled

L .
Les Coeurs sang Pitie, and tho French wersiom was reported o have hornoe

1ittle if any relation to the originai.

1921
In 1921, Galsworthy and his wife sct out on o journey apain.

This time, they went to Quebce in Canada and thon to New York where
they saw productions of The 8Skin Game and The Mob. The production of

The 3kin Game was, in Galsworthy's opinion, not nearly as good as the

London production. It was pedly miscast but =411, it had quite 2 good
. The Mob, on the other hand, waz to Galsworthy a "really topping

production and performance", and its run was lengthencd from an original

1. 3ec aboveg, p. 12
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four weeks to cigh$ wecks to meet  the public's demand. Calsworthy

also gave a legture cntitled Castles in Spain at thoe Qosmopolitan (lub

and at Yale and it was noted by Galsworthy to be a most enthusiastic
affair. Later the Galsworthys moved to the westemm part of America
where the climate was plcasant and also dry enough for Ade whe had long
boen suffering from bronchitis and throat trouble, He played muech lasm

tonnia and wrote 4 Bedonist, The Man Who Kept His Form, Santa lucia,

Windows, moat of A Family Man, and Punch and Go,

AMter their return to England , the Galswoerthys went to
Wingstone where Galsworthy was to organize a village cricket toom,
It may be remembored that Galsworthy had been an excellent sportman in
his younger days. It was quite a long timo since Harrow, but his spirit
never lesgened a5 he grew older. In spite of his zlready boing 54,
he dcterminced te Tight to the bitter ond, His team von many times and
knocked up outstanding scores,., Oalasworthy himeelf gave a splendid
performance; "I made the ocqual top score of 20", saild Galeworthy in a

letter to his Triend, "by a cembination of luek and will - poweor

seldom beheld." t

Iuring the summer of 1921, Galsworthy wrote tho play Loyalties,
the stories Blackmail, The Broken Boot, and A Feud, On September 28th
1921, To Let, another book about the Forsytes appoared. It was voll

rcecivod both by the oerltics and the publie, and it sold much better
than its predecessor, After roading To Lot, one of Galsworthy's friends,
Sicgfried Sasacon, wrote to Galsworthyts wile, "Tell John Gelsworthy that

Ta Let has sent me back to the Man of Property and Indian Summer end T
teke off my hat to him and all hiz Forsytess thet that family is becoming

a part of the national conaciousncss, I am surer than over."

In this year thore alse appearcd Galsworthy's six short plays:

The First and the Last, The Littlc Man, Hall - marked, Defeat,
The Sun and Punch and Go., Threc of them, The Little Man, Dafeat, and

The Sun dealt, cither dircctly or indirsctly, with pcoplc during and
after tho war., The Pirst and the Last and Hall - matked wero a criticiam

of pcople's morality, whercas Punch and Go was moant to point out how the

public as well ae the big man in thoatrical business were rosponsible

1. Marrét, . 508
2. Ibid, p. 511
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for the low standards in the theatre.
(n Optober &th 1921, the PL.EVN, Club was founded in Londan,

at the Florence Restaurant by Mrs. Dawson 3ecott; with Galsworthy as itz
Fresident, an of fice he held until his doeath thirteen yezrs later,

Though Galsworthy now and then had a desire to resign from the Presidency
feoling that he was occcupying a position which somc other writors
coveted, his secretary, Mr. Hermon Culd, elways dissuaded him, believing
that "His influenec in the ¢lub = which I know was invaluable and
enormous - would be reduced if he lapsed into ordinary membership.”

As the President, Qalsworthy worked witk a2l the foree of his influence
and sagacity., He was succossful in perguading Shaw to join the P.E.N,
£lub even though Shaw had always becn against the idca of literary men
assoclating with one another; "Not only because of their cliques and
hatr¢ds and cnvies,'" 3zid Shaw, "but because their minds inbreoed and
produee sbortions." 2 Morcover, SBhaw know full well that he was intcnsely
disliked by the average litefary mar, and for all those reasons, doter—
minad that he would ‘avoid literary circlos as plagus aroas.' Howover,

in the ond Shaw, to cveryone's astonishment, consented to join the

P.E.N. Club in 1924 a2t Galsworthy's persuasion.

1522
In 1922, Galsworthy iwo plays Loyalties and Windows wore

produced, Their mceptions were not the same. The oritics' attitude

on the whole can be summed up by the following lines from the Daily
Chrenicle "Loyalties is hardly a play with a moral. It scarcaly asks

us any gquestions. It certainly does not preach a doctrine. Dut bocausc
it 1s prilliantly constructecd as pure play -~ not as propaganda it retains
its grip up till the last moment. Mr. Galsworthy's new pley, Tindows,
vreredoes not, It sets out to discuss soecisl probloms. It asks us many
gucstions and only returns us the shadowicst answers. But if its cthies
arc tuddled, thia is net the only fault., It is less well handled -~ as

pure play - writing than anything Mr. Galsworthy has given us for some

3

tim’ﬂ

1. TIhid, p. 512
2, Tbid, p. 545
3. Ivid, p. 517
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s u‘l‘:‘*

Later on the holograph manusceript of Loyaliies was auctioned
for tho benefit of the Royal Literary Pund, and geincd the substantial
sum of & 3300,

After these two productions, tho Galsworthys prepared for their
Scandinavian tour which bogan in March, 1922. This tour proved that
Galsworthy's cminenee was already unquestioncd abroad as well as at home,
Everywhere he went, he was followed by photographers, interviewers and
enthusispstic admirers. Hc gave lectures on sueh writers as Dickens,
Turgeniev, Maupassant, Tolstoy, and Conrad., Hc dincd with the Crowm
Pringe of Swoden morce than once end thought that the prinec was a very
aice followr. Having considerable cexperience in conducting the PLE.X,

Club, he was able to help a great deal in organizing warious P.E.N. Glub

in Sweden and.in other countrios.
Spoon after his return to England Galsworthy went to St. Andrews

and was made Doctor of Law, in company with General Lewrence and E.V.

Iuens.
Ty roturn to his litorary carcer, sometime betweonh the production

of The Skin Game in 1920 and that of Loyelties in 1922, came the

production of 4 Family Man. Thie teok placc at the Comedy Theatre,
1 Tho play,

London, cither in May 1%21 or someiime carly in 1922,
however, was not vory weil reccived and did not enjoy a long Tum,

On Mey 25%th 1922y The Forsyic Sago appearcd, It was a sories

of five books put togother in one single wolumo. The titles of the five

books aro The Man of Property, Indian Summor of o Forsyte, In Chancery

Avakening, and To Let. It instantly beeame popular both in England and
many other countries, America, France, Norway, Sweden, and cwven China.
The book was a best  seller and its publication was onc of tho great
landmarks of Galsworthy's literary carccr.

fnother notable event in the year 1922 wae Galsworthy's rcading
from his play Loyaltics at the University of Leoeds. ‘Yo had in fact given
a reading at Loods two yoars carlior, which was 50 succossful that he was

asked to give smother, that of 1522, The record of his reading in 1922

gant be found in Sir MNichael Badierts letter 2 and in o certain local

1. I have so far boon unable to find tho cxaet date owing to laoek
of roferonce womks in Thailand at the present time.

2, Quoted in Marrot, pp. 523 -4
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paper which described the cvent wividiy. It said that the Orocat Hall

of the University of Lecds wes full long before the reading af Loyalties
started. While listening, the audicence was kept in ¢lozse mental touch
with the suthor throughout the whole of the play because the author was
such a good internreter of his own text., "In his reading," continued the
report, "Mr, Salsworthy naturally ¢mphasized certaln little fancies and
literary touches with which he, as judge of his own work was satisfied,
but which, in the yroad effect which the producer of the play had to
create, were apt to be overlooked.......one could not help thinking what
a 1ot of literary labour would have been saved if one could have heard

Shakespoare read Hamlet,......" 1

1323 - 4

In Soptembor 1923, Galsworthy's collection of stories, Captures,
camé out and was recclved in a manner beyond the expsetation of
Galsworthy himself. Capturet was Galsworthy's only publication in the
yoar 1923, but the following yocar saw 2 grocat harvest of werks, In .
it appeared three of his dramas, The Forest, The Little Man and 01d

Englich, Old Inglizh was in fact a drematic version of the story

The 3tole in Five Tales, and Galsworthy had first intonded it to have

the same title as the story. Besides his plays, there was a2 collection
of stories ontitlcd Abracadabra and othor satires, and the novel
The White Monkey , another Forsyte book,vhich was said by many critics

to be intensely modemn and also one of Calesworthy's best.

About this time, scveral honours fell to him. He was elected
Proesident of DBirmingham Univergity Dramatle Soecicty, 2nd President for
1224 of the English Assocliation; his address On Expressian on this

occasion was lator published. Galsworthy was also offercd an honorary
doctoratc by Yale, but he refused to accopt tho honour as he was unable
to go to America to receive 1t, It was recorded too that in Oectober,
1924, the Viee - Chancellor of Cambridge University wrote to Galsworthy
offering him the appeintment of Rede lLeeturer for the ycar 1925.
Galsworthy, howover, gratefully declined, giving his reason that he was
afraid that the writing of a lecture or address would completely spoil

his power of concontration on the novcl.

1. QMarrot, p. 524
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Towards tha ond of 1924, thero ogeurrced the sudden death of
his beloved clder sister; Lily. Wothing of her illness was kmown until
one day btefore her death., It was a heavy blow for the Gelsworthys who
had soneidered that Lily was a part of their lives ever since she had
been descerted by her huspand, Professor Sauter, Professor Sautcr had
boen interned during the war, and after his repatriation,had newver
returned to his wifc and his son, Rudolf Sauter. Galsworthy then boeame
their great comforter and proteetor. The death of Lily brought Budolf
Sauter to an oven morc intimate snd ¢loser rclation with his sympathetic
uncle. BShortdy after Lily's death, the Galsworthys and the Sauters,
Audolf and his wife, made another journey to avoid the London wintor
as usual. This timc they planned to go to the South of Italy and
Horth Africe, and to visit such countries as Sieilly, Tunis, Egypt and
Yerogao,

{n their way, Ada caught ¢old and had to stay in bed for
several days. Galsworthy stayed at her side, "the usval angel' he
always was in illnéss. "Ho has a genius for nursing and does really
enjoy coffod  making, milk - boiling and all such games." 1 gaid Ada
approvingly.

1925 :
In the beginning of the year 1925, whilc the Galsworthys

were still travelling in North Africa, they heard the news of Willlam
Archer's death, To Galsworthy, Archer's death was "a real loss 1o all
that is good in the world" : because he himself had come to appreciate
him as a most precicus comtroversialist and a true friend.

From his account of the Niddle East trip we see further
evidence of Galsworthy!s constant love of art and antiquities. He
showed particular interest in such things as hieroglyphics, and cxamimed
wed Arab art with a eritical and dilsecrming cye.

When Calsworthy did not go out sight-secing, he concentrated

on writing the novel Tho §ilver Spoon, He had not finished it whon he

retumed to Landon or the last day of April, 192%.
The next month, ho weni to Paris for the Intermational P.E.E.-
Club gathering, at which he delivered a lecture at the Sorbonne, 'to

a most responsive and brilliant audiencec.'

1. Ibid, pp. 553, 554
2! M" p' 556
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There is not much to say about his written work in this wyear.

Begides his work on The Silver Spoon, and the appearance of his iales

gollected in one volume under the title of Caravan,thers was only one
Tresh work, i.e. the play The Show which was produced at St. Martin's

theatre this year.

1926
In 1926 Calsworthy and his wife had a chance to wvisit Vienne,

Thers they saw Productions of four of Galsworthy plays. The following
is Ade's note on thems "This seems to beat all records, 4 plays of one
author in one c¢ity in 5 days ! Poor Jack was so mobbed by aufograph
youngsters last evening going in to Loyalties that he had to he rescued
by a special policeman," t In Ada Galsworthy's opinion, the interpre-
tations of the four plays were ryeally very good, but she was not satisfied
with some characters such as Dancy in Loyalties,

At the end of this year (1926), his play Escape appeared.
It was announced as the last play that Galsvorthy intended to write.
But after its immediate and tremendous suceess when produced at tha
Ambassadore Theatre, Galsworthy was asked by many to go on writing., He
therefore decided te write two wore plays Exiled and The Roof, which were

both produced in 1929.

Shortly after the production of Escape, appeared the novsl,
The Silver Spoon. It was warmly receiwved both in England and America,
where the book quickly sold over 100,000 copies. Though the reception

of this book in England was somewhat coolsr, even there it had to be

reprinted only two months after its first appearance.

The Last Period of Galsworthy's Life —— Bury House

1926
In this year, Galsworthy changed house again. At first the

idea hed been to find a new house for his nephew, Rudolf Sauter, and his
wife. The Galsworthys had given up their own country retreat in Devon
and at Wingstone, Manaton on discovering that they were not good for
Ada's health, and they hoped that the Sauters' new house would serve as

& replacement for these,

1- Ibld, P"' 5?4

Apart from Loyalties, the rest of the plays have Cerman titles:
Urald (The Forést] Fenster (Windows), and Ssnzation {The Show).
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The Sauters sesrched and scarched in vain for a suitable house.
At last, at Pulboursugh, they and the Galsworthys came across a very big
Tudop-style houss with 15 bedrooms which was then Tor sale. The houss
wyag at the bottom of 2 bill and was surrounded by a wide area of land,
It was a long stone building of three storeys with a stone - tile rocf,
and had been rebuilt in 1910 on the site of an earlier house which had
becn destroyed by firs, Gelsworthy took to it at once, and as its price
vvaB more than the Sauters could afford, he decided to buy it himself and
invlte Rudolf and his wife to come to live with him instead. The arrange-
ment worked well, Here is his nephew's summing - upt "Thus it was we
came to enjoy the romarkaple privilege of living for so many years with
two such rare people, sharing their lives intimately, travelling with
them on long winter Journey¥s, .cuseve... and coming pack, always with
ploasure,” I

Calsworthy fhen bhecame the owner of thiz bhip house, Bury Houae
ag it was ¢alled, on September 16, 1926, There was an atmosphere of
calmess and poarce swvorywhere around it, Neardy was s wood whers
Galsworthy and his nephsw freguently rode in the early moming. Riding
side by side with Galsworthy, Rudolf was greatly impressed by his unsle's

expreseion. "Walking his horse beneath the dappled, flickering light of

the beeckood, he would become so much at one with beast and tree,end air
and sun and shadow, moving, as it were, in a world remote, that a mood
of ecstasy, very nearly approaching religious exaliation,; would come over
hiz face." ¢ Thiz mood of ectasy or near exaltation, described by Sauter, -
was obwviously the outcome of Galsworthy's fine nature énd sensitivity to |
atmosphere and environment - a sensitivity whieh found an ocutlet elszewhere
in his enjoyment of the arts. He showod considerable aesthetic awareness
in his regponse to painting and musie, Hiz oym love of art iz behind the

reforences to it in his novels. For instance, Scames in The Man of

Property, has great plcasure in buying end ¢ollecting good pictures.

He usually cpends his Sunday afterncone examining end admiring them,

trying to forget all his work and frouble. OCalsworthy himself +was also
very Tond of paintings. Whenever he was aproad, the Tirst place he visited
was often the art galleryy; he had a particular admiratian for Goya.

As for musiec, he liked that of Mozart, Bach, and Chopin, but slso enjoyed

1. Marrot, p. 585
2. Ibid, p. 587
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the lighter kind: he was fond of the rhythm of the tango, and his
favourite songs were Trom "The Beggzars' Opersa."

Gelsworthy determined to lead a private life at Bury House as
mich as possible. Having come to his sixiies, he felt someyhat tired of
the busy life in Lomdon, of being surroundsd by interviewers, photogra-
phors, and admirers. Hero at Bury House, he spent mast of his time doing
things at his own frec will. Usually he spent two hours riding before
broakfast, Tollowed by a full morning's work with Ada as his scorelary,
Be frequently played tennis in the afterncon, After tea; he wronld spend
the time revising and corrccting proofs, His dinner usually began at
about cight. After dinner, came the time for musie, conversaztion on
various subjects, and often billiards. He was wery skilful at villiards
and was seldom beaten oven by expert billiard - players.

Galsworthy was very fond of Bury House, He kept on altering
and improving the house and the garden. He paid particular attention
to the hall of the house, which was in his opinion too marrow and badly
proportioned., An incident which occurred while Galsworthy's new garden
was being laid out, shows how his concern for the wolfere of others had
lasted on into middle--agn, and shows too that he practised what he
prezched. Ada and his nephew were dissatisficd with the three men vho
were cmployed to do it and wanted to dismiss them. Galsworthy did not
agroe with this 3 his main reason being that there were already more
than two million people out of work =nd he had no idea where his thrce
men would go to get omployment. Besides, he always realized that the
most important thing of all was an atmosphere of good will in the
neighbourhood end he would rather have peace of mind than a bpettor garden

and flowers.

1927
The only puhlieation of Galsworthy's in 1927 was the book,

Tuo Forsyte Interludes. Howewver, the novel Swan Sang was also finished

this year, which in Galsworthy's opinion, ranked with The Xan of Froperty

as tho best of his single novels,

In May, 1927, Galsworthy receivoed =n honorary Doctorate of
Letterz from Manchester University. He was also offered an honerary
degroc from Pringetown University in this year, but as he was unzble to
travel jusit then, the degree was not given to hip until his visit te

America four years lator.
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1929
In 1929, Galsworthy's play Exiled was produced and it met

with a rather cold reecpfion on the part of the public as well as the
¢rities. The Sunday Express said, "The pilain truth apout BExiled .,...
is that while, judged from the standard of Strife and Justice =nd

The Silver Box, it is dull snd rambling, it is, of cource, twenty times

as good a5 nearly all the plays seen in England during the last ten yerrs,

"It is disappeinting for Galsworthy, that is all." 1

About five momths later, Calsworthy's last play, The Roof, was
prodused at The Vaudeville Theatre, London. It was not very well received
aither, A young critic went sn far as to conclude, after seeing this
play, that Galsworthy had lost nearly all his dramatic power, while his
humour was something to cry over because he had descended to the tricks
of a hack dramatist and the humour of a school boy, This play will be
discussed later on in this thesis,

A1l through his 1ife, Galsworthy had been honoured and given
awards both for his writings and for his benefic¢ial acts towards others.
During the last four years of his life, he receiwved an honorary Doctorate
of Letters from Dublin and Oxford and also an L.L.D. Trom Cambridge.

In 1932 Galsworthy was awarded what is perhaps the grestest honour in
the literary world, the Nobel Prigze for Literzture, The prize was worth
about £ 9000, and zceording to Gelsworthy's wish, it was turned into 2
Trust Fund for the benefit of the P.E.N., Club,

Though Galsworthy's dramatic ceresr seemed to have ended in
the year 1929, he did in fact begin another play, Similes (whieh was
written only to pass the time and was never finished}, and he still went
on with his novels, stories and essays; of thége, the most remarkatble
ones are the stories On Forsyte Change and Soames and The Flag which were

published in 1930; the novels Maid in Waiting (1931}, Flowering -
Wilderness {1932), and Qver The River which proved to be Galsworthy's
lasts it was finished on August 13th, 1932, and was published in 1933,

the last year of hiz life.
By the end of 1932, Galsworthy's health which had been declining

since 19310 was getting worse, and he had in fact been unable 1o zo to

Stockholm thaet year to receive the Nobal Prize because of hig illness,

o - -

1. TIbid, p. 616
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When he was finally persuaded to go to see a doctor, much against his
will, he was informed that his anaemic condition was serious and the
gure would take a long time,

In spite of complete rest, Calsworthy's health did not get
better, He became weaker and weaker, His volce wes hardly auwdible,
and his 1imbg less and less under control, He was eonfined to his bed
for about a month, and he passed away quietly with his wife, relatives,
and nurses around him in the moming of January 3lst, 1933,

In February, 1933, his body was, according to his own wish,
cremated at Woking. ﬁater on, the Dean of Westminater conducted a
Memorial Serviece for him in Westminster Abbey. Therec was an exceptionally
large eongregation of people who had come to pay a last tribute of
admiration and respect. ¥Not only writers and others of distinetion,
from the Prime Winister downwards, but also many members of the publie,
were present.

{rio montk later, Gelaworthy's ashes were acattered at the top
of Bury Hill. This, again, wae done zccording to Baleworthy's owm wish

as expressed gome years eariier in his poem,

scatier my Ashes !

Scatter wy aches |

Let them e frec to the air,

Soaked in the sunlight and rain,

Qecatter, with never a care

Whether you find them again,

Let them be grey in the dawn,

Bright if the noontime be pright,

And when night's curtain is drown

Starry and dark with the night.

Let the birds fipd them and take

Lima for their nests, and the lLeast,

Nibvbling the grizzled grass; make

Merry with salt %o his Teast.
Scatter my ashes 1t

Hereby I make it a trust i

I in no grave be confined,

Mingle my dust with the dust,

Give me in foce to ths wind !

Scatter my ashes |
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