TRTRODUCTION

Heveral reocent studies of maternal chllderesring ettitudes
and practfices, both in Thsilend and other countries, heve indioated
thaet there is a relationship between the naturs of {these practices
and sccioeconomle ptatus, If this is trues, then It becomes neoessary
to take soclopconomle facitores into account when comparing the effects
of maternal behavier on middle and lower clase children's perceptions.

In Thailand, thers ere many studies about ohilde~rearing
practives of middle clase or lower claes mothers. However, thare
does not appesr to be any studies ocmparing these twe olasees with
rogard to perception towards aaternel behavior.

A obild may have & "good" or a "bed” attitude toward mother
by perceiving her bghavior. Thua, the author saggested that it
night be both interseting and useful to compare children from these
two olassas with ragard to thelr perceptions cf maternal behavior
if there were any differsnces. If this was the oese, the reaults
elight help to provids a gulde fo deallng with parent~chlld preotlenms.

Aa the author has stated, while there 1s goms reeserch ¢n
Thet child-rearing practices within elther middle or lower classeBs,
no otudy has compared the two classes with regazd %o maternel behavler.
Therofore, sinos no standard for olassifying subjects aocording to
Thal mocloeconomic status hae been used, the snthor decidesd teo deslgn
the research as an exploratory study with the hope that the results
night be usnble as & tool in desling with theee same types of children

in counpseling sorvices, olessroom sitwuations end saducatlon.



Furthernors, ae meny foreign inveatigstora have oonducted
reagarch on this same topic end there wan ne simllor data for Thal
aubjects, the suthor wished to ocmpare the results of this inveati-
gatlion with others to see whether differant oulture produced any
difforences with regard to psrcepticns towards maternal behavicr of

middle and lower olaRs ohildren,

Purpose of the Btudy

General Furpose

The purpose of this study was to examihe whether there were

differences betwecen perceptions of middle and lowver ologaes towards

maternal bebavior.
Spaoclfio FPurpose

The speoific purposs of this study was to compare differont
elooses of ahildren of the ssme and different sexes in peioclivirg
maternal behavior to see if 1« {1) socioceconomioc status hed an
influsnce on perception towards meternal behavidr, {2} sexes of the
same c¢lans had an influenos on perception tovardes meisrnal behavior,
{3) children of the pame sex and game cloes percelved metermal and
paternal behavior differently and (4) maternel behevior from percep-

tion of children and from reports of mothers were similaz.

Deliminaticn

The scope of the problem wns confined to Thal children in



grades nine and ten in Bpngkck and Dhonburd who were Puddhiste with
toth perents and grendparente of Thel nationality, Thai ethnic
baokground and wha lived with both parsnta from infancy tc the present
time, BSubjeocts were separated by sociceconomin atntum {mlddle and
lower clespesn). Those deslgnations wera Aeatermined hy the criteria
of the mothar's.aﬂunatinn, inoome and occupation, &ll of which will

bo cliearly dafined in the aample.

Eypothesls

S8ignificant differencea imn ths perceptions of materanl behavior
will cgeur sa e repult of wvariations in the sccisl clems ond aex

of subjecte.

Roleted Literstnre

Mhers are numercus studise by authora, both Thalas end those
from other eountrles, who were interccted in one ox two aspectes upder
tha ecope of "Cbild-Rearing Preoticeo Relanted to Sccloecunomic Status®,

Soars, Maoooby and Levinl found, on the btesls of interviews
with mothars of five-year-clds, ihet middle class mothers were gone-=
relly more permissive and less punitive toward thelr young children
than wvera working olaes mothers, and generally axpressed mowe warmih
in dealing with thelir children. Ancther rroquent finding was that

perents treet young boye and girla differently from early infanoy.

1R.R. Saars, EeE.s Maoooby & H, Levin, Pattern of Child=Rearing
Bvenstone Iliincias Row, Peterson, 1957, 425 = 427 .



Beveral ptudiesz indicated that mothera exprassed greaier wermth
towards girls, but permit more aggression im boys,
{omparing sizty one aggressive boya, fifty aeven non-aggrooaive,

underaahiéving boys and one hundred and pixteen wgll~=adjusted boya

e found

on their new psyohometrio insiruments, Longsireth snd Rioe
that sggreseive boys described their parents so mignifiocantly lower

on love sgores than well-gdjusied boys and signifiomntly lower on
aontrol acorea for certaln siiuatleons.

Yhen fourteen normal msle eiblings of acﬁizaphrﬂniua and
siztoen normal male piblings of normale were compared on & ohild-
gtudy-questionnaire, the normal siblings of schivophrenios percelved
their mothera' attitudss ss belng more metyred and subtlely demineting
than 414 norpal siblings of narmals.a

In afdition to this atudy, Eeilhrun4 also 4id a study on
achizophzrenica by comparing percepticns of f1fteen schizophrenies
and twenty normal danghters towerds mother's child-resring attituden.

The resulis showed that schizophrenics more than normalse Yended to

percoive attitudes relating to the "authoritarian-oonizol" dimension

ELangdnn E. Longutrath and Roger E. Rloe. "Peroeptiona of Parental
Pehavior and Identification with Parents by Three Group of Boys Differing

in Behool Adjustnents Journsl of Edwoational Psychology, Vol. 55, 1964
144 - 1511-

3ﬂa.tharina B, Porro, "Perception of Maternal Child-Resring
Attitudea by Schizophrenic Malea, Tholr Barmel Males Yhose S1lblings

Aire Kormal,"Journsel of Conaulilng Peyphology, Vol. 29, 1965, 242 - 246.

432708 B. Heilbrun Jr. "Peroeption of Maternsl Child~Rearing
Attituder in Behigophrenice, "Journsl of Coneulting Paychology, Vol. 24,

1960, 169 - 173,




a8 more normal,

Thomas and Surachmed”, in their study found, from interviewing
a sample of 100 lower claes and 100 upper-middle clasp mothers in
Bendung, Indonesis, uppsr-middle olmap mothers expocted emrlier
veaning, resding and writing, the lower clase mnthars axpeoted their
ohildren to pley unsuperviged ot an esrlier age.

ﬂhirapaﬁ, in her master's theais op childeresring praciices,
found that when comparing 95 males and 51 females of grades 8, 3 end
10 by using a gquestionnaire technique, middle clens adolescents’s
perceptions were very eimiler. Thare were statistically significant
differences between males' end femalss' percaptions on fmthars?
"nurturance® and "expreceive reflection" behavior, end motherat
Pachisvomant pressure™. Malea seemed 4o receive poaltive reinforcement
from mothers more than from fathers.,

Tha atudy of child-rsaring proctices of middle ¢lass famllies
i, Thailand ateted 4hat, from interviewing seventy mothers of gredes
8, 9 and 10 children, middle oless mothers thought their children
phould be indulged in almost all of their deeires. EHowevor, two
major exceptlons were noted, the ohild must be abedlent to hia parents

and must pexrform well in nuhoul.?

5Hurray B, Thomes and Winare Surachmad, "Scoial Cleas Diffearences
4n Mothers* Expeotations for Children ip Indomeala®. The Jourmal of

Boolel Peychology, Vol. 57, 1962, 303 - 30T.

Echirnpa Eowatrakel. "Child-Eearing Practioer and Parents'.
Expeotatlions ss Percelved by Middle Clase hdolescencen™, Master's
Theals, Chulelongkorn University, 1962,

Tpilai Qhayskul, "Child-Rearing Practices of Middle Class
Families in Bangkox-Dhonburi," Master's Thesis, Chulalongkorm
University, 1962,



Heving dope en inventigetion on “Child-Reering Fractices®
of middle clesa nothers, siz upper middle oless and twenty-four lower
zidale olass fanmilise, Srisavasai®? found that fathers of both groups
ahared tha duty of houscwivea by esrning monoy for femily living,
yaying an interest in children's education, aacompanyiog children to
many places and so forth, Houseworke were duties for mothers who
looked sfter things et home but sometimps shared in working outelide,
P conolude, niddle oalse mothers, ad a whole, vewrs generous, mild,
friendly, gave little punishment and expressed effeciion towarde
ohildren.

The majority of reasarch aoncerped with ohild-rearing practioss
{n Thailend has conoentrated on middle olass families. One exception
1o the woxrk of ﬂhnchitg conduoted among lower olees families, From
intervieving thirty lower class mothera, the inveatigator found that
they were housewlves who followed mdvise of thelr own mothers and
alsa did all the housowork by themsalwvee, Fathers aasisted with
looking sfter the children only when the children were infents, NMothexrs,
though lowing thalr children, gave hard puﬁiuhment and threstaned
the children not to be dlsobedient,

Bohasfer and Bayleflﬂ, in their study of consletenoy of matermal

Hsriaavaadi cholwiaut. "Child-~Reaxring Frootices of Middle Class
Familics in Pangkok-Dhonburl.” Mgstex'e Thesle, Coliege of Educatlon,
Prasanmitra, 1962,

2ohuchit Phitskphon. "Child-Rearing Practices of Lowar Clase
Families in Bangkok-Dhonburi,." Mastsr'e Thesis, College of Bduoation,
Prasanmitra, 1962,

1GEB!1 S. Bohsefer mnd Nanoy Bayley. "Conelstoncy of Haternal
Behavior from Infanoy to Presdoleascence," Journcl of Abnormal and
Soolnl Pevohology, Vol, €1, 1960, 1 = &.



behavior towards ohildren, indicated that e mather‘g behavior with

her child waa slgnificantly related o her behavlor ﬁith the name

¢child at proadolasnence, eapeclally in the soale "iove varnus Hostility",
Freon their follow-up study employlng socioeconomie Bintus as one of

the varlables, Bayley and Euhuaferll found that there wap 8 plight

tondency for the mothers of higher soclosconcmie status to be more

varnm, uvnderstanding end acoepiing, and for those of lower etetus o

be more ooptrolling, irritsbie and punitive. The differencos were

muoh more ovident for the mothers of boys then of girla,

11Hauny Bayley ond Egrl 3, Sohecfer, "Relationahlpe Betwesen
Jeolcanononie Varishles and the Behevior Toward Young Children.,”
The Journal of Genetio Psyshology, Tol. 96, 1960, 61 - 77.
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