CHAFTER IV

ERAVE HEW WORLD: THE BEST MaJOR NOVEL

Huxley's fifth novsl, Brave iew World, appeared in 1932,

This is certainly ais most famous rovel owing to the someowhat
sensationol nature of its themey the pessimistic vision of a
seientifically organised futurs. This was a theme that #.0.Wells
had deait with, and zn inperesting compsrizicn 2azn be made belueasn
their two different visions. wWells has bean callad ”the.prophet

ot scientific optimisa* and Huxley "the prophot of seipntific

pessiniam." . In his Men Like Jods, Walls depictg ! 2 rmodern

Utopia in which srivatz ownershi religious worship and paranpts)
E 7 P
control have been replaced by sociallsm, scelentific humardsm ard
education by the state, and where sugonics and birth control have
produssd 2 socleoty wilen sncourages freedoem and talaranca,
Huxiey®s vision wes the roverse of Wellsts:
i

Mr. Huxley®s Utopia, iiks that o W=lls,
fdoesn't slink enough®, &nd bosides Leing
typienically cdourless, is in other respecos
modelled largely upon 1ts Wellsian prototypet
the diffzrence betwsen Men Like Gods and brave
Hew World lices chisfly in the point of view of
the two writsrs. TFor Me. Huxley the Welisian
Utopia, far from teing @ deslrable state of
affairs, roprasents the triumph of all that

he most Fears and dislikes: for it i35 a world
in which husanity has boen dehusienized, 2 world
it whieh scientifiec *prograoss® Pas baen produced,
s¢ to speak, Lo the n h degree.ll

ALl the ziements of control exercised by the Weilsizn Woerld-Stale

4l
Jocelyn Brooke, op. cit., p.Z272.
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ars te ks found in Brave New World, bui whereas Wells srvisions a
world of supermen, of athletic daysiclists amd chemists, Huxlsy
emphiasizes tha growth of a selentifis dictatorshipy which will siamp
out 211 human irdividuallity,

It is in this concept of the rulers that the two diflaw
most elearly, ‘Wells pileturss .. Ssclentific itotalibacianism as a
temporary methnod which will =snd as soon as 1ts ideals ara aécoma
plished, 1In the shape of thipgs to com: he picturss the coniorsree
of Hégéve in tha EEuf 2059 the guardions of the world-state
Aannouncs thers 15 no further neesd for repressions and conirels,
and gbolish their offizes., To Huxley this act of banpevalant ressorn
sezemed Lo be innersntly improbable,. - He agreed with Wells that
undar a scientifie distator education would genuirnnly succedd, ool
the measure of 165 success would be:

+v. that most men and women will grow up to

love thelr sarvitude and will mever dream ol

ra=valytion.
Furthermors, he adds:

eove there scems to be no peod reason why a

thoroughly sectsntifie dietavership shoulsd

avelr be averthrown.
{Brave Now World Havisited, ch.l2.)

This is, irn fact, the plcture of Brave Meuw World.

The ldea of pregress has Deen lronically and satirically
stated. Ostensibly everything in this world is ideal; a2ll the
miseries and problems of the resl world have been eliminated.
Paople are happy;: bthey have becn conditicned to know na other

state. Material prospsrity is universzli spplisd science has
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provided an osver-aobundance of goods and services.  Evon 10 thers
showld sopear 2 moment ol rapret over lost avarensss, the world
centrellars have provided for it:

iMow -- Such 15 progress -« the old man word,
the old wen copalste, the old men have o Lime,
ro leisure [rom pleasure, not a mormant to =it
down and think =- or if sver by soame anlucky
chancs such asz a gcraviee of tize should yawn

in tho soiid substznce of their disbtresctiona,
thers iz always soma, delicisus sowa, heif a
gramme for 5 hall-holiday, 2 grames for wesk-end,
Lo gramems [or 2 frip Lo the gorgeous Raslk,
thrae for g dark stevnity an the noonid roturning
whence Sthoy find thoemsclves on the oiher side of
tite erovice safe on the solid ground of daily
labour and dislraction, scamparing fram fesly

Lo Feely,; from girl to preunshic gig%, Trom
Tlooetromagnotice Goalf Course o L..0F'F

Our world rogards prograss: by apgliad zcherce as & wsy Lo Ulopdn,
Seizntific progress 15 rogarded as the primary aim in bumes LiZa.
Fvary country®s government, cspecially the Wesizrn ones, aszowptl
such prograss as wits v ddenl, They dJowek savisame any ol aspecks
n% this scientific progresa,; asd perhops will not uwntil s dsy
wivizn they are confronted with such rosults themialves. Thoir
Viewpoint 12 that of the Savaga, John, who oxpectis fhat this 3rare
Maw Worldd must he hecven on esrihy he S5 wager to leave tie Hoesoowsn
ticn Area inm order to live 1n this so-salied eivilized® world.
viohin 81oc laugasd, but for oacethsr
laughed Tor purs jov.

'O brave new world,' ne repssted, 0 brave
row World that has such people in it, Lot's

"

e

Lh

o L -
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Aldous Huxley, Brave New World (Harmomdsworth @ Penguin

Books Ltd., 13G9), ch,3, p.S54.



sl=rl at once.?
Wou hove o omost pecullsr woy of teiving

somatimas,® 32id Bernard, stariag at the young

@an in perolaxed astoniszhment.  fAnd, anynow,

hadn't you hwttpg wait $111l you anvtudlly ses

the new world? '™
A5 Darnard, an odd Alpha-Plus has wartod by implicsbion, Cha Gaviag:
is 4iseppointad by his brave new world. Lb3 prograss is wundesirables
to him oecauss people ars all adapted to e hapyy By conditioning
and by the use of the grug cailsd Soma. Thers iz no individualizy
and fres will for thems they are slaves formad Dor scientific
sonveniznce., They are slaves of science from bivta to death. The
people are "born® from Lotitles in the halcheriss.  Thay nsver mno
thze word "familyd., "lather? or "mothert.  The Gammas, Daliss and

Toniloans are the sorditionod lower clessﬁ

in this society. Thoy
work nzppily in thair posiltions, Ihuy nove never besn taught to
regd or write, conditloned scientifically and payenologlezlly not

1o sppresiste books or nature In order that thay msy not hovs

arotion or rezcotions which could shakae the stapility ol sa2ielby.

The Alphas and Boetas ars thz 2lite elasces of this socialy, srainsd

o porform the skillcd jobs that are boayond the mors ronizl classos,

But Lhey 4lso are rigidly conditicned te necept the esseotisl rignf-

ness of 21l sspects of thair 1ifs and Lhe society they live in,
The conditioning that persusdes cach diffarsnt stratum of

soriely that their life could not be improved 15 bogun 1n thear vely

brezding process. At the baglnning of Drave New World the progess

J.
=3
Ibid., ch.8, D.ll4.



s aneriteed:

I o sot of bottlos biclegicsliy superiow
ovda, fertilized by LBiologically supericr sperm,
ware glver tho best possible pra-natal treatment
=nd wero finally dzconted as Petas, Alpbhas and
aven Alpha~rflusss.  In #nsihar, much wors
numerous szts of bsttles, bislopiealily inferioy
ova, Tarrilized by oioclogicaliy infarior sperr,
wera subjzoted to the Bokanavsky Process (ninetyv-
51x ddentical twins out of o single egg) and
iraated pra-smatslly with aleohsl ond other
protein wolsans.  The crzaturss finzlly decantad
woro Alreost suo-bumzni but theyr woers cspsble of
performing wnsikillsd work., ..

(Srave Hew World Ravisited, ch.2)

Ths utilitarian advantages of sdach an uppringing are cl=ariy
apparent. AL the lowsr lovels it would guarantaes a parmansnt

socinily zdapted serics of windlessly =ontent workorst

Jtandard men And wormzng in azniiorm batohas.
Tha whole of a small {octory statfad with the
productzs of a singldbokanovsiiTieds:

we sould bokanovskilcy indelinitaly
orottlan would be salved,®

Solved by stondard Jammzs, unvarying
Naltas, aniforn fpsilons. Miliiong of tdontiosl
wiing. The prineciple of mass production at last
applicod to bislozyv.

N

T Huxley ont of the real novrrors of fis Brave New World 4% the
w2y thes: Lowsr level arpups ore sonditionsd not Just ints an
accagpteines of their lot, bBut a positivo liking of it. 45 iie

Drestor of the Hstcharies explains: “that is the secret of

hapriness snd wirtueJiking whet you'wve got te do. ALL comiio

ticning 2ims at that: moking people like thoeir unescapabls soois

destiny.® In Tie conditicning rooms st the nurssries, a croup o

[
Ibid., ch.l, p.1d.

[
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Dulta bebies are iroutzd. They are made o spproash 2 iowers 2ol
brightly coloursd bocks -- &35 they reasch to toueh thoem, they oo
fublectzd simulisnoowsly to the loud ringing of bollz and slsctric
shocks, After 2 sultable courss of this they are left with an
ingrained dislike of thusc zppurtenances of the higher levelis of
the clan systen.

. a " ' ' a .- . o :
A furtihor clemznt in the zonditioning is hypbhopssdia, or

L

laep wesoning.  Ths tasching ceoncentrotes on persuading the sub-
Jact that thay nave one correct stroturr in tholr socliaty: the
Tezrinesi 18 1o be a double ons, involving respect for thise above
ant suparisrity over thoge below, A Beta child will be conditioned
ithuss

Aloha ohildren wear groy., Thob work much hamdoer
than we do, becaus: theyire so frighifully clever,
I'm 2wiully eglad I'm a Betn, becauss I <on®t work
= hard. Aot then we zre mish bettar bhan the
(rammas and Dalties.  Garmas are stupid. They all
waeszr gresn, osnd Delta children wosr khaki. Ch
nr, T don*t want %o pisy with Delts ahil-dren.

And Zpsilons zre still worse. They‘ra too

stupld to be able..,.,t?

-

The sum total of sush =n upbrimging is zbsclute accephtancs;

+an the ohildd®s mind 15 theso suggasbions

and the sum of the sugeastions 15 btho cnild®s
mind., And not the ohkildfs mind cnly. Ehe
a3ult®s mind too -- all his 1ifs long.®

In cazs this conditioning should sver [z2il in any w2y, *tho

individual oo U Tesort to the drug sormal Ono of the essaniial

N3

ibid., ch.z, p.33.
G

Ibid., ch.2, p.34.
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fzetors in Lhis new socizty wI$ That each and every irsiridual

should foel 2 sanse =f sbhsalute conbantrent,

r

Tiis Fe=ling ol

more than Just dssirstle; it wBS 3 basic part ol social noraoiitlr.
Happiness is normaly doudt or unpppiness is otnermsl.  Abnormalliiy
15 anti-sozial snd dsngzrouws.  Huxley had glresdy speoulated aoosct
the inverniion of now drags, ard had shown a coertain interast in

the Inlleences of the old ones, ospeelally in thsir wses in Sors

oF bhe more oxstice mystical roligions. In Brave Hew World the

world Controllers sncourageS the systomatic drusging of their cwn
citizens for the banefit of the states

Tha dally Socwma ration was an issuraacs agalnst
personzl mzlad justmant, socisl unrest amd the
spreac of subyersive ldazas.  heligion, Harl
derw daclared, 15 the oplus. In the [Brave Haw
World this situaticn was reverzed. Orvhium,
ar rather Soma, was the poople?s religion.
Like religion, the drug had powsEr to conscla ond
compeEnsate, it cxllsd up visions of ancther,
bzticr world, it oifared hope, strenchisnsed
fzith and promcted shirity.

{Bravs Mew dorld Raevdisited, ch.8)

In Brave et ¥World the govermmsnt is totalitarian., Huxley

navar givas an overt judgessnt of this regime 25 a bad ones ha

gllows the readers to fudge for thomselves., Tho state is thesreiao
eally Utaplan; the politicel psliciczs of centralization angd totali-
tariandism are benevoleons in dntentiom, The poverneent has shsclods

power to detormine people’s aclions.  Somg years Llater Huxlsy. Lo

hig 2552y Brove Hew World Pevisited, discussed the possibilidy of

4 totalitarian state resulting from overpopulation. He pointed
out that if the state or the world buecomes overpopulated, the

governnert will have coatrel ol &ll clements in the state. Fower
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will bo zgntrallsed and suecsh 2 siats as i piziured in Srave Hew
World will ba inevitable. In Island he indicates how o 2an zvoeld
it by dzoentralization of powar snd birth-oenirol,

Alizus Huxley hims.ll was Jdezoly inlerastsd in scisnss.

His grandfather and his brother were scientists,  After having rasd

his oooks il is possiale that readers may hold the mistsxken beiiz “that

he iz attacking seiencez. This is not s0. It is the wsy sciznaa is

uszd and the irresporslble attibtudss of mary selentists that Huxley

b

intsndsd Lo clisck, To many soientisis at that LimEJSCiBHCd W3S
2lwple matter of pure truth unconnscted to largsr acostions of

svhiles.  bnavoidably the sciantific pursuit of purs fact resuliod

i reapond ol dostructlon, sceh as the Atomie bomb.,  duxley helisv:d

(5

thazt tha scientists should have thair owm code =f moraiiszy, an

should feel respossibility Tor the things they invented,  In oo

thz Atomic bemb, Huxley iilusirates his satirical point
clzerly in hpe snd ®Easenci:

irst Finsiain

sn*t right ...,

SRCOM Alnsuzin

e, whe nover did ary harm to aavybodys
First Tinstsin

e, who Yived only for sruth,
WNaorrator

o 1)

Ity anjust, it

f e rreasarreaa N ekt E Y
"ol raks an idol of truth; far truakk
without chariiy is not Cod, but his
image and idol, vhich we musi reith=r
lovz nor worspip.'  You livad for the
worship of an 1del.

+7
Aldous Buxlsy, Ape ard Ensencs {London! Chatto &

wWindus Ltd., 1946¢}, p.38,
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In the pursuit of pure sciantific knowledge, scientists invent new
tnings bthat gre boih uwsefnl and dangerous to their fellow cen.
They must alss $gke & goruine rm2asurs of responsihility for el
oWn creatlions.

Science was alse the means of grouping men Lnto larger
and larger units, with 2 prooertiomate loss of individual Ireocow,
HBuxley khouzht 1t wmald be Detter o form small seif-governing
comminities trood from the restrictive powers of Bilz Businoos s
Big Oovernmant, whare people zan srork wogethoer s indivicoeals wilh

Iree will. In Brave New World, the state power is centralizsd;

people thearefore have rno fres will. Fuaxlsy pever balisvrsd iv
shabtract idsa of men being eguzl in 3321 respects.  He stalos in

Prover Studies:

ess AT ordinary Times, then, we are parfectly
certain that men ars not =3uasl. But whsn in

& demceratic country, we think or act potitizally
we art no Less sertain thol mon are egual. ... ™

o Fzoultiss are heritablaor ws arse Lorn mors
or less Intslligent, more or lsss muslezl,
mzthematical, and 50 on.  From this, 1k
Follows that =en 2re not essenllially sgual,
ard that hwian beings are at least as ruch
the produst of tholr heredity as of their
eAucatisn, ¥V

In Brave MNew Warld, all rsligicons are elininatzd. The

World Contreller, Mustaphz Mond, explains bto the Savage:

=&

LE
fldous Juxiey, Froper 3tuwlies (London: Crhatto &

Windus Ltd., 1957), p.l.

L**’Ibid., p-13,
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They say that it is the fear of death and of
wWhnbh comes sftar dzsts gt omeloan o on thaeren

to religion as they advane: 1n yoal'S...

e Mfou cun only boe indepondent of o whille
youtve got youth and prosperity; Lndepardznca
wontt toks you safaly to the znd.™ Weil, weive
now got oulh and prospersity right op to ths
end, #hat followst Yyidently, that we csn

be independent of God. Phe religicus santiment
will compersste us for all our lesses,.U 3ot
there arazntt any for us to_compensotis; religicus
sentiman® 13 superflaons, 7V

This, thsn, 15 the basic rezsoning benind the absence of

reiigion in Brave Hew Waorld. Heligion denls with the various

proolaoms of human awsrenessi i there are no problems, thers is
no nzzd lor explongtions.  MHustapha Mord goes on Lo polnt oud
tha

God isn't compotible with wmachinery and
seinntific nedicine and vpiverszl happiness,

You mmst make your choles. Cue olviliization .
has chossn cachinery and sedizing and happinass.pl

The nearast aguivalent of & relizisn in the new slate is

tite worship of Dur TMeord; Cur Foprd is Uihe pooren saint oand proohel

e

of Huxlev?s new worlid-state...™ Essantially ths worship of Our
Ford i3 gseen by Huxlay as an =xpression of whe supramacy ol the
Mooking over lan and of the Group over the irdividual., In an

as55ay written about the zare time 25 3Srave Hew World, Huxley wrola:

fordism demards that we should szerifice tie
anims} man (and zlong with the animal large

Aldous Huxlev, Brave New World, op. coit., ch.17, p.id2.
Al

Ihid., =h.17, p.183.
[

e
Fetar Bowszring, op. cit., p.99.




poriionz of the thinking spilritusl man} mot

imdesd to fod, hut to the machina.  Thars 13

ne plece i the factery, or in thst larger

factory which is tine wxtern industrialisaod

world, for animalis on the one harnd, or for the

artists, mysties, or even, Tilally, indiwviduals

cn the other....-'

Thars ars, howsver, various slements in this society whnio,
for one reassn or snother, 2o rot cccept thelr passive roles,
Theiss axcaptions are sssentinl to provide 2= with an answer be Lo
quesiions whai hawpenz Lo those who do obj2ci? In a soclety basad
or nbsoluite acseptance, such pecople must obviously prasent o protue
"he paople arcund thas are conditionsd not to asceept thair swwiro--
ment 3% & process of zelzction, but ralher to accept urgquestlonioes.y.
Any wloment in sush & socizty thet would reisse qusriocs or doubls
would ocoviously bo an extrems irritant, and 2 potential haroerd.
The three who do wess objsctions are Helmholtz Watson, bornars
Marx, ard the Savage. Thedr various motivations 2nd raactlons
arg, howsver, notiesably Adiffsrent.

Barnard Marx iz an Alpha Flus: *adults intellortuslly and
during working hours .., infants whero fesling and dasirs ars

coneerted® He is sne of thet olass Buxley often visualised =2s -

part of th

i

rev sclailfic society, the products of an cxeosss of
crriain typoe of intelloeciual powsr unbzlzanced Ly a eorcesponding

lack of a meturity and s2nsibility.  Bis iniclal sense of revsit

53

Aldous Huxley, Music at Hight (London @ Chatio &

—l—

Windus Ltd,, 1560), p.Llid.



sgomz to s parily causad by nls physicosl differcnes oo tie
others of his group. Tals sense of revolt is not only an anti-
social raaction; it is also an expressionm of nis dssire to extend

his range of fuslings and sxoroession bavend the limits af his
E i :

condltioning, When he and Lonime are coming back across the cheome ol

in a4 helicopter, thelr resctions Lo the aight of ssturs i 1ns
natural stote are significantly diffarent:

On their way bzek across the Channel, Bernard
insisted on stopping rnis propeli=r orgd novering
on his helizoplior sere=ws within a hurddred feet
of the waves. ..

"Lack,’ hs commanded.

But it’s horrible,® sz2id Lemina, shrinking
back frow the window. Sis was app3lled by the
rusning ocmptiness of the night, by the black
foam-fleckad water hzaving osngoth thom, by
the pale face of the moan, so haggzrd and
distractad awcng the hkastering clouds. ‘*Letts
Turn en the radie. Quiek?®  She reashad far
The izl ling knob on tho dozbhoard and fiirned
it at randon.

LI L L L R L L A L R R R R R T R TR B A B B R R
I want to loox 3t the se3 in peace,® h=
23id.  'Ore cantt ovea look with that beastly

noise golog ondt

Bat itfs iovaly, And T don't want to
logk,*

Aut I do," he imsisted. It mskes se feal
as tnowrh ... % heo hesitaltad, sesrching for
words with which to express hilmself, ‘zs
taragh T were more ma, A you sse what I
me2En. . More on wour own, not so completely
a part of sem2thing <lse. Not just 2 cell
in ths soeial badyppa

Te Lenins the storsy waves ard the mocnlit ssasoaos ars horrilble

miinly bhecanse they dowel fit into her consumer-orientad Lehriogl oy,

=]

fer things to bLe enjoyable ihey must be collesctive and Lhey muss

i -
7 Aldous Huxlay, Brave New World., ecp. cit., ch.d, p.78.

L
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involve sone form of mataerial consumption, like "escalolor-sguash®
or Ymzgnebic-egolff,

Felrmhal<z Watson®s sznss of dissoiisfnetlion springs Joon
zlmost an opposite resson,  Wharsas Barmard 1s ocware of his ohesl ol
irfericrity, Helmholiz is conspieusasly suceessful. He 15 3 lasctur o,

a sports champion and immenzely popalar witn wamen,  Sut he ozoosi.s

it ]

incressingly awszre that these ars oot enough for nim, that ~ds

1ifz is missing in somz TFespectsHis methad of testing his swaronue:z
15 Lo praciise self deniali he wanos to checlk the resulis of the

delibgrate withstanding ol his nateral impulsas. The casual siukis

Liva

of these Impulses 8 ong of the besic ways in whizh the citizsng
of his sovi=ty a%e kept hapey. To deny this impulse .08, thore-
fors, to delibersbely dislesatzs onssell from totel asccoptanse.
Hurnard alse undertakes the same physiecal and mentzl seli-oxowing.
tion; both of them becowdng incressingly sware that some signiliezst
part of thenselvas is not being used to the full, *Tic qou owvoer
fezl®, Hoimholtzs asks Bernard, %as though you hed sonething in-
gide you thot was only woiting for you to give 11 a chaneg Lo cowe
out? Some sart of extra power that you aren®i using -— you knse,
like all the water that goes down the f2ltb instesd of through Low
torhinegT™

The most importanmt *=ebel' in this sociely 1s, howewer,
the Savage John., Huxley was here using the familiar devicoe of
testing the concepts of o pyrticular soecisty oy introducing an
aliern alement into toot secliety as 2 contrast. John providaes z

more complete cantrast than felmholitz arnd Bernsrd could evor doj
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desplte thsir rovolt they are still esscentially the products of a
conditionad upbringing. The Savege comes from the one cxception to
this 2rave Wow World, the primitive Indian raservations; whara
primitive superstitions ard ‘primitive® bsliefs (such as religion and
the [amily) still surviva. But John is not Simply = 3avage; he is tTac
son of un sx-member of the Brave Mew World (Linda)., 3o ne has been
raised with an idealistic wision of what this seciety really is liks.
He is also gducated mainly by means of Shakespesre, and much of his
thought process is influenced by his plays.

John, with his knowledge of Shakespears, becomes Huxley's
syribol of the human spiriit in its nzatural state, ceapablz aof good ond
evil, but abovas all, awsre in a wey impossible to the victims of ths
new world's corditioning. 4s M.D.Petrie sayss

»+s the Savage has the weakness and the strength

of 2 personality not "fartificirlly macde®. Ho

wants to love, but to lowve forewasr, He wants to
work, but to work with effort and in the sweat
of his brow, He wants to live, but to live
dangorously. He wanks to re joice, but he also
wants to suflfgr., He wants lifoc Wwith its fulness,
tut he wants alsc dealt with its tragedy. all
the wonders of th:s materisl Civilisstion leave
him ¢2ld, because he remembors that:

taricl eould pugrn girdis round the corth
in [forty =minutoes, '

The Savage's knowledge of Shaksspeare scrves as g fgeal poins
for ail that he finds wrong in this accicty. His awarensss 1s colourad
strongly by thz deeper aspoets of human exprorienes he has absorbad Jros

his rgading. Witnoot this knowlodge he would be able to compars tha

3
5The Hibbert Journsl XXXI, 1932, p.7C.
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new soclsty with only one other placsz, the primitive reservation.  Ta:o
inhabltznts of Brave New World have no concept of culturs in any way.
It is not that they consciously roject the things which the Savage
admires; they ars, in fact, quitc incapable of understanding thep. 2y
their upbringing and corditioning thay are made hagpy, but that happi-
ness 13 not dependent on contrast with misery. There is no missry in
EBrave XNew World., 3o Shak35pearq and other aspoets of culturz are
boennad.  As Mustapho Mond 2xplaing, one caomol make tragodies withous
Foeial ;nstability, and 2 knowledge of social instability would be a
deg-~conditicning process 1o the docile happy ecitizens of this world.
The Savage is aware of ths roeal need of choics as an aspect of
the human condition. When the Controller points out the comfort and
order of his world, the Savage rejects them, He is not rejeciing
comlort and order for their cwn sakes but bscause they have besn
bought at too high a price. "I don't want comfortl. he zays, "I want
God, I want poetry, I want real danger, I want {resdom, I wani goodness.
I want 5in", The disadvantazes that go with a full state of awareness
are indicated by the Controlleri Mthe right o grow old and ugly ard
impotent ... the rigzht to be tortured by unspeakable pains of avery
kind ,..." But the Savage accepts them in return for his full humsnity.
The Savagz i1s the most alien of the three. He balieves in a
romantic concept of love but Lenina never understands hin bocause she
has been conditioned. The Savage fiever bocomes accustomed to mrst of

the ways of life of the Brave New World; such as tha use ol Soma and
the casual physical love and feelies and sc on. Hs attenpts resistancy

at the 3omz Distribution Placse when he tries to interfere with the Soma
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distribution. He is almost killed by the mob: TFaortumately, Helmholtz
and Bernard get him aday safely. These outcasts are lonsly in a so-
ciety where people never fesl lonely. The idea of the lonaliness o.
the individual in society is olten showﬁ in Huxley*®s novels, as for

sxampla in Antic Hay, Point Counter Point and Crome Yellow. Loneli-

ness i3 unaveldabls if ons behaves differently from the others in
ohe s emrironment,

Huwiley's preoccupation with the problems of human sexuality
forms an integral part of the scheme of the novel. An intcresting
compzrison can De made botween the Filfering visions of Crwell and
Huxley in this respect. Orwell‘’s 1934 is a novel of the [uturs, as

15 Brave Hew World. In beth novels the scxual attitudes of the age

Play an important part. But in 1964, Orwell depicts a socioty in

which a striet, ultra-puritanical code of morality is imposed by the
ruling party. The world of 1984 is constantly at wer, tho soccisty is
therefore one of permancnt tonsion and fear, The ropression of sexuali-
ty serves as an extra method of keeping the sensc of tension high, Tha

rulers of Brave Mow World wish for an equally sbsolute control, but -

control that is bensvolent, They wish to rule not by fear, but by the
reduction of the population te a levsl of happy sediocrity.

Tre Contrallers of Brave New World were aware of ths tonsions

irherent in the old emotionz of love and passion. Sfx 13 therofors
reduced Lo a functiconal pleasurs, devoid of signilfizant cmotien.

Tension and emotion are therefore reduced to 2 miniram. The citizens
of this world are not only saved from the unsattling offeects of soxusl

repragsion, they are also saved from the potentizl asmotionzl tiss of
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a limlted proup such as the lamily. Close tiss sueh as this are
picturced as disgusting and unnatural, Mother is 2 dirty word in the
zunitised new world:

Home, home -« a few small rODmS,.Stiflingly

gver«-inhabitad by a man, by & periodically

teeming woman, by s rabble of boys and gicls

af a2ll ages., No air, no spacci an understeri-

iizezd prison; darkness, disease, and smalls. &

Huxley himself discussed the defects of his picture of the
Brave MNew World in the foreword whnien he wrote lator. The most obviond
iz tant thors are ne ruasoneblﬁ alternative choices for the Savag:.

He hues only two choicaes: Brave New World or the Reservation irga,
Huxley said thzt if he rewrote this novel, he would pive the cpoici: of
sanity to the Savage. The Savage®s character was a litile craggorated.
He was in the Rescrvation epvironment and had read only some of
Shakaspeare’s work but hes could discuss the serious ideas with the
World Controller. Huxiey himself =mcecptod that this characteristic
was rather far-fotched.

Also ho eonfessed that he rneglected to include certain impor-
tant aspocts of the mdirr::gi: the novel. For ex:mple hedlddhett mon-
tion Nuclear Fission,

Howevar despits such shorteomings Huwley was successful in
portriying his passimistic Utopia. Althoueh defects are revealed. he

insisted on keoping his nevel the same even though he could have revized

it. As ne wWrote himsell:

._..55
Aldous Hwiley, Aravs New World, op. cit., ch.3, p.b0.




- 971 -

Te pore over the litersry shortcomings of

tienty years ago, tg attewpt to patch a faulty

work into the perfection it missed at its lirst
exacaticn, to spend one's middie age in trying

to memkd the sriistic sins committed and b@nueathsd
by thot different person who was -oRgself” youth -
21l this 15 surely vzlirn and fetila. And that is

why this Bravs New World is the same as the 2ld

o2, Its dafects as z work of art sre considerabls;
but in order to correct them I should have 1o rawriic
the booik -- and in the process of rewriting, a5 an
older, othar person, I should probably gat rid not
only of soms of the [aults of the story, but z2lso
of such marits 235 it originslly possessod, And so,
resisting the temptetion Lo wallow in artistic
remarss, I prafer to lsawve both well and ill

alore and to think about something else.”?

57
I-Dldtg thiz fOI‘NOI‘d, p-?!
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