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Thegis Title Factors Influencing Rural Thai Adcolescents!

Choice of Work or Fost-Compulscory Level Educatior.

Name Miss Chupensri %Yongbudcha

Deportment Social Htudies

igademic Year 1970

ADSTRACT

This study is an =znalysis of the socic-econemic and psy-
cholegical factore influencing schoel enrollment beyond the
compulsory four ysars, and, concomitantly, the factors affecting
age of entrapce into the labor fnrée. The research was under-
tzhen in order to provide datz for social planning with respect
to education ant employment, especinlly in rural arcas.

b sub-sample of #%2 adolescents between the ages of 11
and 19 was drawn from the records of the sample of 2,226 rural
children includad in the “Hational Longitudiaal Survey of Social,
Econemic, and Demographic Change in Thailand," conducted by the
Institute of Fopulation Studies, Chulalongkorn University, in
April and May, 1969, The sub-sample for this study was obimined
by systematic random selection of one child from households with
two or more children, and inclusion of all ¢hildren in househol: =
with only one child.

OFf the population in this sample, & minority of 25 per
cent are attending schoel, in abouk egqual proporticns abowe anpd
below the compulsory four years. The 75 per cent majerity are
entering or have entered the labor force. Of these, only S5 per
cent studied beyond the reguirec lewvel.

The research findings os to the socio-economic and psy-
¢holegical factors influencing the movement into the labor force .»

abandon further education arce as follows.



1

According to the indices of economic status used in the
Survey, the relationship of economic status to fathers' occupatic: &
appear generally to be the most important determinant of
educational level attained. However, children of governmont
afficials apyear to study further than children of parents in

other occupational categories. Also children of merchants secem

to have an advantage over farmers' children.

The primary demographic factors are age and sex, Tamily
size, and birth order. Enrollment in advanced levels decreases
with inereasing age. Male preference is shown by the parents.
Family size significantly affects children's continuing study:
children in small families have more chance of cmntinuing educa-
tion than those in large families; however, in familiocs wherpe
mest of the children are in the adolescent age range, chances of
centinuing education were greater, because of the clascr contact
among siblings and consequent greater impact of the school
cxperience of the older siblings on the younger ones. A&s cxpected
single {"only“) children have greater cprertunity to continue
their education. In families with multiple births, the youngest
sibling has the groatest advantage, followed by the eldest.

Level of education attained by parents and geographical
location and mobility are the other major soeiclogical wvariables
involved. It is, of coursc, positively correlated with the
educational level attained by the children. Geographical mobili®
and contact with urban valu- s, through broximity to trading cente.:i,
produces greater awareness of the importance of education.
Children whose fathers who have migrated frequently are more
likely to continue their education, and children. whose rarents
live near a market place also have an anvantage. Fregquency of
contacts outside the wvillage and in other provinces, especially on

on the part of the father, is significant,



Twe psychological factors sppear as determinants of the

educational levels attained in this -ample:
the father attuches to fate, or destiny, as
gausaticn, and the locus of dicision-making
reépect to education. JAcceptance of '"fatel
the child's chances for further coucation.

the mother is the decision-maker concornlng
cducatien, they are less likely to continue
level than children in families where these

by both parents or by the father.

the importance which
a principiﬁ af

in the home with
adversely affects
In families where

the children's
weycnd the compulsor;

declsions are made
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