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Thesis Title A Program for Teaching Reading in English to Thai

Lower Secondnry Schoel Students
Rame Migs Chuachan Chongsatityco
Departnent Secondary Education

Acadenic Year 1970

WASTRACT

This study attempted to preopese a program for teaching
reading in English toa Thai lower sccondary school students, To
achieve that goal, the writer did the follewing things: 1) she
did library rescarch on the theories of tcaching reading in Eng-
ligh as 2 foreign lanpguage and on the problens of teaching English
reading in Thailand at the lower secondary school level; 2) she
then =sent out two sets of questionnaires - - cne for teachers
and the other for students - - to a sample, selected randooly
from 6 government secondary schools in Dangkok and Thonburi of
40 teachers and 180 students who were involved in the teaching
and learning of reading in English at the selected level. The
first set of questionnoires was to find out about the status of
the teachers, their ideas concerning the subject, the nethods uscd
and the problerw faced by theia; the second set was to find eout
about the students'rcading habits, the reading nethods used by

then, their attitudes towards reading both in Thai and in English



Do

and their probleizs in reocding both lanpguages. Two tests selected
fron an SREA Reading Lab. at level IIa were given to find out the

students' reading ability.

Some of the major findings are: (1) Most teachers were
fEmale and between the ages of 31-35. Half of then never took
English as their wajor or minor subjects during their undergra-
duate years even though about the same number were 5.A. degree
holders, (2) The average age of the students was 15-18. Most of
then were interested in reading but did not lknow how to read ef-
feciently. Their reading akility varied greatly. The reading
habits and the problens in reading English of the students with
high scores differ significantly fron those of students with low
scores. (3) The teachers put nocre emphasis on the teaching of
oral reading then on readiang cooprehcnsion. About S50% of the
teachers translﬁted rarts of the reading passapges for their

students.

With all the findings and the theories of reading English
85 a foreipn language in nind, a program for teaching reading

English to Thai lower secondary schocl students was drawn up.
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