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KEY WORD:
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SANTI JEEYAPAN : STATE-SOCIETY CONCEPTUAL CONTROVERSIES
OVER PEOPLE’S PIGHT IN NATURAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT IN
THAILAND. THESIS ADVISOR : ASSO. PROF. M.R. PRUDHISAN
JUMBALA. 215 pp. ISBN 974-633-707-6

This study has as its objective the analysis of the
Thai state’s conceptual approach to the management of natural
resources, tracing its development to the present. It also
analyzes the Thai societal sector’s conceptual approach which
emerged later. These are then utilized to demonstrate state-
society conceptual controversies over people’s right in
natural resources management in Thailand.

The study’s findings are that the state and the
societal sectors are in conflict because of differences over
approaches to development and natural resource management .
The state accords importance to itself and the private
(business) sector, technocrats particularly, in playing the
leadership role in socio-economic development, thereby
undermining the people’s sector and local communities. The
state furthermore does not regard the making of development
and resource allocation policies to be part of the political
process. Consequently, the state considers that people’s
rights should be under the control of the state such that:
they pose no obstacles to the policies of the state. In
conflict with this is the societal sector which posits that
local people and local communities have the knowledge and the
capacity to develop and manage local natural resources in an
appropriate fashion. It therefore argues for people’s and
community right in natural resources management and that the
state should recognize these rights.
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