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ABSTRACTS

Kingship and Sangha Institutions have maintained
a continued good mutual relationship in Thai society in
order to foster the acceptance in their status by various
social groups in several different ways. By the reign of
King Mongkut such a relationship still existed, but he
established his relationship with Sangha Instutions in a
way characteristiéally different from previous Kings in
certain respects. This was because he had a fundamental
relationship with the Dhammayutika which he had previously
established during the period he had been staying in monk-
hood for 27 years. Therefore, when he acceded to the throne,
he had to adopt certain strategies in building favourable
relations with the various sects of Sangha Institutions so
as not to cause any rift between the Dhammayutika and the
Mahanikaya to the extent that would affect his statuse

His strategies which were of a special nature in
building working relationship with Sangha Institutions
contained three important points. First, he gave importance
and provided support to the Dhammayutika so much that the
Sect gradually increased its roles in the society, and he
could maintain favourable relation with Sangha Institutions
through the Dhammayutika. Second, he continued to give full
- support and patronage to the Mahanikaya because it was a .
large, well-known and widely respected Sect and had a large



‘number of Wats (temples), Monks and Novices. The Mahani-
kaya had so much influence over the Thai Society that he
could not fail to establish a good relationship with the
Sect. Third, he tried to play a leading role in the reli-
gion that was above both the Dhammayutika and the Mahanikaya
in order to foster acceptance of his role from both Sects
and to facilitate their normal co-existence.

These three strategies were instrumental in
helping the Kingship during his reign as well as later
reigns to maintain firm stability and to bring about many
changes in Sangha Institutions subsequently, especially the
role of the Dhammayutika in Sangha Institutions and its
participation in the affairs of the country.
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