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Statement of the Problem 3;*.~i' 5

The =entral purpose of this study was to investigate the task
2f publiec education, as perceived by elementary school and teocher
Lraining scheool trachers. The specific objectives cof this research
endeavor were as follows:

T+ Te didentify the aims of Thail education in the past and
present.

2. Te investigate the perceptions of elementary schoal teachen:
regarding the aims of elementary education.

3. To iovestipate the perceptions of teachers in teacher train-
ing schools regarding to the aims of elementary education.

L. To compare the perccptions of teachers in clementary schools
with thoese in teachers training schools with regard to the
aims of the Thail elementary education.

Methods and Procedures

The necessary data on which the comparative analysis werc
based had been eobtained thrrough use of the G-3ort Opiniochnnajires dis-
tributed te teachers in the selected teacher trainings and the ele-
mentary schools. Of the totazl 667 teacher educzteors and 445 clemen-
tory teachers included in the sample, approximately 83 per cent returned
usable ovinionnaires,

The obtained data were then tallied, tabulated and analysed,
using such statistics as woeighted-rank mean, rank correlation, testing
of significant among means and one-way analysis of variance,

Findings and Coneclusicns

The significant findings of this investigation can bz summa-~
rized as follows:

1+ The aima of Thai education could be categorized into & di-
mentions: {(a} the intellectual, ¢b)} the social, f{c)} the personal,
and {d) the productive.

2. Teachers in both elcementary and teacher trainiaz schools
regarded the intellectual skills as the most important aim of the Thai



slgmentary education.

3. The ¢omparative analysis of the perception of the respon-
dents clasgified according to sexes, 2pes, and geographical areas
yielded the following results:

3.1 The perceptions of the respondents regarding the aims
ocf elementary educotion were similar, the male elementary
schocl teachers and female teacher training instructors placed
the intellectual and physical dimensions as the most importoant
while the male teacher training instructors and female clemen-
tary school teachers emphasized the intellectual dimension,

3.2 PBoth the clementary and teacher training participants
under 31 years of age cmphasized the intellectual dimonsion,
glementary teachers with 31 years old or over emphazized the
intellectual and physical edugation while teacher training
instructors with 31 years old or over emphasized the physical
and the Social QiMUNSioNns.

3.3 The MNorthern elementary teachers and the teacher
training instructors in the Northeastern, Centraly and Southern
repions emphasized the intelluctuzl and physical dimensicns.
However, the Nerthern teacher training ipstructors and the
elementary teachers in the Northeastern, Contral, and Southern
regions placed special emphasis on the intellectual skills
only.
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