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Thesis Title The finalysis of the Political Role of the Military

it Toailand
Hame tir. I'rinya Udomsub Department Government

Academie Year 1970

ARITHL.CT

Gince the transfaornation of political power from the
King to bureauvcrats under the Yestern parliamertary pattern in
the June Revolution 1932, Lthe military became the orpgan of
actual power in Thai political arena. The Thai people had no
part in this transformation of pewer, Her did they particinate
in mgoveramental change thereafter., Thereiere, the questicn
needed to te exnlorsd as A theme of this study is: why and what
neans e military can remain in power effectively and how
csuceeszful thne military can guide Thailand to Democratic society.
In =ttemrting to anewer the above gueation this study will focuos
sround the three hypotheses as follows: (1) the military orgeniza-
tien offers advantages for those who will be in politiecal arcna
(2) the Thai pelitizal culture helps the military to gain the
ratha for political power. and (3) the lack of interest groups
and pnliticui partics makes the military continucusily in wmaln-

taining the wolitical nower



In conseguence, the study illustrates that tne hypotheses are
upheld, wilch leads to the writer's proposals for easing toe political
demination of the military, The first is to prohdibit the military
take an . active politiecal rqle wr the constituticn which is anlikely
to work in the present situations. The second is to encourage the
development of politieal parties, which again tekes too long time
te have a politdcal party of the mass. The last coney is to change
and develop new attitudes of military leaders, from "Gun Darrcls”
to the "Popular participation and consent" as orly mean to achieve
the politleal power of the Hotion in building, as the writer

believe, "the heal Democrantic Secicty.!
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