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ABSTRACT

‘The Problem of territorial dispute between Kampﬁchea and
Viet Nam stems from the nature of their hilateral relationship.
Viet Nam has pursued an expansionist policy by annexing her
‘neighbours’ territory, while Kampuchea had had to fight for her
own survival, Although Frarce had prevented Viet Mam From persuing
a pelicy of enchroachment and helped %o maintain Kampuchean
sovereignty, the former unwittingly intensified the Kampuchean-
Vietnamesz disputes. Eut long as France could manipuiate relations

among Indeochinese States, all disputes did not surface.

¥With the passing of the French ¢olonial power, naticnalistic
feelings emergﬁd among local people. Freedom and scﬁereignty became
two major determinants of foreign policy. Problems accumulated
during the colonial rule resulted in subsequent clashes. The most
touchy issuc eeemed to be the problem of horder demarcation made
by French of ficials which deprived Kampuchea of a large amount

of land thus affecting her national interests., Hesides,



the demarcaticn was not totally ciear. Disputed sovereignty over
mary islands in the Gulf of Thiland arose from a lack of clear
demarcaticn by the French. There was also the problem of minority
‘groups of Vietnamese in Kampuchea and Khmer in Viet Nam, The
animosity and eistrust betwesn these two nations could sasily be i
seéen in all levels whether it bc among local people or in the
leaderships. The situation was aggravated by the proposed
Indochinese Fereration repeatedly mads by Vief.Nam. The complicated
tangled relationships among China, the Soviet Uniom, Kampuchea and
¥iet Mam intensificd the disputes whick led to intervention by

cutside powers and a war-like situation.

Historical factors are the main determinants for the armed
hestilitics during 1977-1979 war., The unceasing attempt of Hanoi
to Vietnamize Kampuchea was the main obstacle in the building of
good understanding between the two countries. This was added by
the ambigeous stance taken by the Vietnamese during Kampuchea
revolution that could be considusred as detrimental to Kampuchean
security. This has fanﬁed Lampuchzan hatred lfor the Vietnamese.
The reason Kampuctea picked up the territorial dispute as
the painareaszn in condemming Viet Mam stemmed from their belief that
the existing demorcation line was symbol of Victnamese illegal land
armexation, though 1t was dorc by French cfficials during the
tolonial era. Other factors such as adwivation for Viet Nam by
some Kampuchcan, the zxdstance of Vietnamzse minority group in

Kampuchea, as welil as the role of superpowers in providing military aid,



proempted the Pol Pot govermment into war with Hanci. As for

Viet Mam, it wzs thought that some measures had to be taken in
order to prevert Kampuchea from territorial enchroactment and
causing damage to Vietnamese communities along the border. What
Hanoi had in wmind was to take over Kampuchea which was the only
state in Indochina left uncontirolled by Viet Nam., Its final
objective secmed to be the estzblishment a form of federation in
Indochina, As the viclent contimied in-the beginring, both
Kampuchea and Viet Wam initiatcd ncgotiations to stop the fighting
as well as preposing a peaceful means to end the conflict.
Nevertheless, many concitions attached to these proposals were not
acceptable to cither parties, so that they could mot negotiate to
end the gcenflict, Thus, the proposed peace formula had only

propoganda valus.

This dispute has led to shifts in policy and behavior for
both Hampuchea and Viet Nam., Attempts were made to turn Fformer
adversaries inte friends. Aecordingly, hoth states attempted to
strengthen reletions with other countries especially the ASEAN
oloc which wis the most cohesive reogicrnal grouping in Southeast Agia,

is for superpowers, this conflict was an attempt to increase their

influence by proxy.
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