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Thesis Title A Comparative Study: of Attitudes and Behavior:affecting -

Fertility in’ Thai And. ThaiMuslim Comunities.

Have tir, Somphong Shevasunt Departiicnt of Social Studies

Acaderdc Yoear 1369

The o purnose of this stody i to coomare the attitudes toward
ranily plaaning and behavior or the Thai-tiuelinm and of the Thai. Siace
there is no preovious comparative study, but only study of onc group at
# timze, this coimarative study will be of great valuc in planning,

e diata used o this study were collected From two sources:

"A Pilot Stady of Family Health in Thai-Muslin (ornmity in South
Thailand"® caduceed by The atianal Pesecarch Council in ¥alo provinc,
August=Septuaber, 1968, and Mntissal Longitudinal Survey of Social,
Ceomonic nad Booographie Change i Thailaod" conducted by the Populition
Research and Training Center, Chulaloaghorn University, April-iay, 1969,
The Iatter is o amational saoiple of ewral Thoailand,

It was fownd in the two studies that, in general, both the
Thai-duslin ancd the Thai wag 4 nucloar aiily, occupation was agricul-
tural and the Thails cducation livel was hizher than that of the Thai-
duslinm.  On the  avernge, the  Thai-l{pslin women warricd several
tines, but they had lower feortility then the Thal women as neasured by
their average nwaber of pregnancies, Live births, and living children.

Laowledse of contracewtiosn was considernably lover anong the
Thai-Husiia woren compared with the Thai wolen, However, they wantod

to know wore about contraception than the Thai wanted to know.



Concerning attitudes toward fanily plaaning, the projortlon
at woocn wha agrecd with the concept of foniily olsnming was higher
oty the Thoi-suslin wonen.  The avernge Ldeal opocber ol chitldren for
the Thai-Huslls wonen was 3,7, and for Thal veoen 3.9 The ratis bu-
twoen the idosl vurber of childron a? mather of liviag childron acone
the Thai-kaslio woren was J.7:2.7, awl 3.9:3.0 for the thoais, Henco 5
the Thail-luslin grous wantod nwore additionnl childr.oon thevr the Thai
did want,

1t happencd thar, at the tie of thoe study, the Thai—duslin
had 1ittle arnctice of birth eontral coopared with the Thai. However,
there is 1ittle cifference Betweon th Thai-Muslim and the Thai who
answered aboat their future Sntention to proctice in birth control,
that is 37% 2nd A, respectivelr,

Tn this oosparstive study, there is oosroblom about the con-
sistency o deddnitions o the teo studics.  Bowever, the wreiter wis
very <arciuvl to usc conpavable data, in order to otfor accurnte cone-
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