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CONTEMPORARY SCANDINAVIAN CRIME FICTION. ADVISOR: ASST. PROF.
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Scandinavian countries may appear to be peaceful and harmonious; however,
Scandinavian crime fiction does expose the social problems and anxieties that exist
within these countries. Crime fiction has always served to reflect the social concerns of
the different time periods and social contexts. Thus the selected Scandinavian crime
fiction also reveals the social problems and anxieties that permeate the contemporary
Scandinavian society. These problems and anxieties are the violence against women,

the anxiety about racial purity, and the concern regarding governmental transparency.

This thesis shows that Stieg Larsson’s The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo (2005)
and Henning Mankell's The Fifth Woman (1996) expose the violence against women that
continues to be a problem in Scandinavian society, but both novels also represent the
female protagonists’ attempt to retaliate against patriarchal oppression. Jo Nesbg’s The
Redbreast (2000) and The Snowman (2007) depict the anxiety about racial purity.
Foreigners are seen in The Redbreast as a threat against national identity, while The
Snowman portrays the disruption of the social order due to the DNA contamination at the
family level. Finally, The Redbreast and the TV Series The Killing (season 2) touch upon
the issue of governmental corruption. The Norwegian government attempts to cover up
their own actions during World War Il in The Redbreast. Similarly, The Killing also
depicts how the Danish government tries to cover up the mass murder of Afghan

civilians by its special officer in the War on Terror.
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them copies of their earlier masculine predecessors. (12)
(Sims, 2010)
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[1]t is now possible to find female protagonists exemplifying
power, authority, courage, and thinking, rather than
pleasant looks and sub-ordination. However, contemporary
‘crime fiction’ as exemplified in Patricia Cornwell and Peter
Robinson still belongs to a tradition where a female
character has a limited room to manoeuvre and where she
is portrayed as punished if she deviates from old gender

norms and traditional conceptions of womanhood. (48)
(Sims, 2010)
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Efforts to promote gender equality must be given a more
feminist orientation. We must be aware of the existence of a
gender-based power structure that makes women
subordinate to men [...] if we do not succeed in breaking

down the present gender-based power structure we will fail
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to achieve a gender equal society (GE Action Plan 2002-

2006). (39)

(Langvasbraten, 2008)
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Violence committed by men against women occurs in all
social classes and occupational categories and is directed
against all women regardless of age or circumstance. [...] It
is also a manifestation of unequal power relations between
women and men, which have led to domination over and

discrimination against women, and to the prevention of the
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full advancement and participation of women in society (GE

action plan 2002-2006). (39)

(Langvasbraten, 2008)
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One area that has seen a notable increase in the reporting
of criminal incidents is that of sexual offences against
women (perhaps due to the postwar adjustment of the
relative status of men and women), and this incendiary area
has become much utilized territory for Scandinavian crime

writers. (42)
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[T]ranslations may frame the narrative very differently from
the frames offered by titles in the source/original language.
The Swedish title of the first novel in Larsson’s trilogy, Man
som hatar kvinnor (Men Who Hate Women) provides a
paratextual frame whereby all of the violent acts described,
and all of the men who feature within the story, are

potentially implicated. (305)

(Thomas, 2012)
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7 FananfaduLsIanedn “Guardianship is a stricter form of control, in which the client is

relieved of the authority to handle his or her own money or to make decisions regarding
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He waited until she lowered her eyes, in what he regarded
as submission. Then he pulled her closer. Salander opened
her lips and took him in her mouth. He kept his grip on her
neck and pulled her fiercely towards him. She felt like
gagging the whole ten minutes he took to bump and grind;
when finally he came, he was holding her so tight to she

could hardly breathe. (207)
(Larsson, 2008)
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paid with her own money.” (208) (Larsson, 2008)
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He pulled up her arm, placed the handcuffs around one of
the bedposts, and locked her other hand. [...] She felt him
putting something around her ankles, spread her legs apart
and tie them so that she was lying there completely
vulnerable. She could hardly breathe. Then she felt an
excruciating pain as he forced something up her anus.

(232-233)
(Larsson, 2008)
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What, then, can we make of Larsson’s strategic
abridgement? He is clearly less interested in titillating the
reader by displaying Salander as passive and helpless than

he is in representing her as empowered guiding the reader
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to decipher the significance of small gestures and
expressions, such as the look of ‘naked, smouldering
hatred’ that salander gives Bjurman as she leaves his flat,

or even the significance of saying nothing. (74)
(Harris, 2013)
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“What she had gone through was very different from the first rape in his office; it was no
longer a matter of coercion and degradation. This was systematic brutality.” (235)

(Larsson, 2008)
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She is explicitly bisexual, and she destabilizes and
challenges some of the dominant and polarized gender
values and stereotypes of crime stories, even those in
lesbian crime fiction. [...] She rejects all established
relationships, social identities, and traditional contracts of
employment. She is a fusion of incompatible gender roles,
as she is an extremely clever researcher and a physically fit
fighter at the same time as she is a tiny woman and a

vulnerable social outcast. (59)
(Leffler, 2013)
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exiguous. For her police were a hostile force who over the years had put her under

1%
= o oY =
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Even though she was well aware of what a women's crisis

centre was for, it never occurred to her to turn to one
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herself. Crisis centres existed, in her eyes, for victims, and
she had never regarded herself as a victim. Consequently,
her only remaining option was to do what she had always
done - take matters in her own hands and solve her
problems on her own. That was definitely an option. And it

did not bode well for Herr Advokat Nils Bjurman. (221)

(Larsson, 2008)
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“l found your toys,” Salander said. She held up a riding
whip and poked around in the heap of dildos, harness bits,
and rubber masks on the floor. "What's this one for?" She
held up a huge anal plug. "No, don't try to speak - | won't
hear what you say. Was this what you used on me last
week? All you have to do is nod." She leaned towards him
expectantly. Bjurman felt cold terror piercing his chest and
lost his composure. [...] She had taken control. Impossible.
He could do nothing to resist when Salander bent over and

placed the anal plug between his buttocks. (240)
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(Larsson, 2008)
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Faf WU 2a8NLaR (Sandra Walklate) nana 1891

When the word ‘victim’ is gendered — as in French, for
example, being la victime — it is denoted as female. If
genealogy of the word ‘victim’ is examined, it is connoted to
processes of sacrifice in which again the victim was more
often than not female. The links between this word and
being female imply that the passivity and powerlessness
associated with being a victim are also associated with

being female. (27)

(Walklate, 2007)
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\WUULUFAT8907497 “I AM A SADISTIC PIG, A PERVERT, AND A RAPIST.” (244)
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Wennerstrom had an affair with a twenty-two-year-old
waitress and he got her pregnant. [...] When she wanted
compensation, his lawyer got someone to try to convince
her to have an abortion. | assume the intention was to offer
her a sum of money, but she was not interested. Then the
persuading ended up with the heavy holding her
underwater in a bath until she agreed to leave Wennerstrom

in peace. (502)

(Larsson, 2008)
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Women'’s social inferiority is reinforced and complicated by
the fact that woman does not have access to language,
except through recourse to ‘masculine’ system of
representation which disappropriate her from her relation to
herself and to other women. The ‘feminine’ is never to be
identified except by and for the masculine, the reciprocal

proposition not being true. (85)

(Irigaray, 1985)
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Female sexualization is thus the effect of a logical
requirement, of the existence of a language that is
transcendent with respect to bodies, which would
necessitate, in order — nevertheless — to become incarnate
‘so to speak,’ taking women one by one. Take that to mean
that woman does not exist, but that language exists. That
woman does not exist owing to the fact that language — a
language -- rules as master, and that she threatens -- as a

sort of ‘prediscursive reality’? -- to disrupts its order. (89)

(Irigaray, 1985)
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(Irigaray, 1985)
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The pain was so immediate and so fierce that Lisbeth
stopped in mid-stride, incapable of movement. Part of her
wanted to rush after them. She wanted to take the metal
sign and use the sharp edge to cleave Berger's head in
two. She did nothing as thoughts swirled through her mind.

Analysis of consequences. Finally she calmed down. (542)
(Larsson, 2008)
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He was a cruel man. He abused my mother throughout their
marriage. Sometimes so badly that she had to be

hospitalised. We tried to get her to leave him, but she

wouldn’t. He beat her. Afterwards he would be contrite, and
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she would give in. It was a nightmare that never seemed to

end. The brutality didn’t stop until she drowned. (233)

(Mankell, 2009)
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She had told him how her mother was frequently abused by
her stepfather, who had replaced her biological father. The
stepfather had forced her mother to have an abortion. She
had never had a chance to have a sister her mother was
carrying. She couldn’t have known if it really was a sister —
maybe it was a brother — but to her it was a sister, brutally
ripped from her mother’'s womb against her will one night in
the early 1950s. She remembered that night as a bloody
hell. [...] Her mother had lain on a sheet on the kitchen
table, the abortionist was drunk, her stepfather locked in the
cellar, probably drunk too. That night she was robbed of her
sister and for all time learned to view the future of darkness,
with threatening men lurking round every corner, violence

lurking behind every friendly smile, every word. (573)
(Mankell, 2009)
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91 “they reported her death in a traffic accident and then buried her in an unmarked

grave. All traces of her were erased.” (4) (Mankell, 2009)
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She sat down in a chair and looked at the oven towering
like a sacrificial altar in the middle of the room. My mother

would have understood, she thought. If no-one does it, it
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won't happen. Evil must be driven out with evil. Where there

is no justice, it must be created. (162)
(Mankell, 2009)
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There was someone up in the tower. A silhouette,

motionless. A twinge of fear passed through him, like a lone
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gust of wind. Then anger. Somebody was trespassing on
his property, climbing his tower without asking him for
permission. It was probably a poacher hunting the deer that
grazed around the grove on the other side of the hill. It

couldn’t be another bird-wacther. (16)

(Mankell, 2009)
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“Strangled with bare hands,” he said. “It causes different
types of pressure wound than a rope. You can see the
marks from the thumbs quite clearly.” A strong man,
Wallander thought instantly. A person in a good shape, who

has no qualms about killing with his bare hands. (174)
(Mankell, 2009)
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instinctive, act done in self-defense.” (374) (Mankell, 2009) n1sliinnsaniaAIINIINIg
@ A 2 og/’ [ % dl o %

mﬂmmiuLﬂuﬂlmﬂmﬂﬂamﬂumﬂummmnmwmmmummwmmazmmiwimmmmw

% 1 o N v a Y @ | 1 v a | dl [ v o

13 LLWﬂuLm@?Lmezjﬁuﬂlumuﬂ‘nmwmmmm’]thJW:y\‘lL‘JJLLLWﬁwmﬂﬂuqﬂﬂ@umuuum

gnnseiniulinseiuamiluaie istuanandunaiaziiluangnginshlin 1 na e

e3¢

AaTutnauianisussenaan s idureasedeuansaaneruzaatauiduindane

NNNIUNANN Iy uNeraunAaN WRLLNITAR  idazidupandlupundsindula

v o

1RYLUNA WTARNALNNAT AN ENTULNATNE WANANNDE IAANITTUTnUaISAasEILaLan

o o

NeANEUZARIANNLTIUTNY AINIAN1UT98N8191 “He insisted that the car had roared off, that

it was driven in what he considered a masculine way.” (453) (Mankell, 2009) W1zl
o

ey BN FaIUAILane TN N8N ARYIAN TN AN WNARN TN DI GNP

tasafailansaiuauiluasa

%

mﬂﬁﬂwmzmmmmmimmm‘ﬁ‘:uLmzmmﬁuwmwmqmemummﬁmmmﬁ

'
a K

HINIEANNITLTDINININHITINABNAAN T aznistiauanansmilu e

7

v o

wansinsldainaagdanaialietagiunsninlignisuasdngugsatwduwnafiiludns

[ %

1szuann  (Monster) Nuaeld faA1ussenanaundasumasnIdIgaulinAIsuLAa59n
“She tied him to the tree and strangled him. It was that moment that she turned into a
monster in Wallander’s eyes. It didn’t matter if she was a man or a woman. She became

a monster.” (572) (Mankell, 2009) (ifiudiaaaulnafdas) aviulfidiAussanafinann

1 |
k4 A 1 A ¥

wamsilsziiundaufisvirasasinuuuiAnassian (anti-feminism) Wiasangnileatng

duwmaignuasiniudndlszuaianmaialuaraniaesiaduned Matinisuesinduned

| A o 6 :/I = all = G o %
Hhuateudndlszuaintiuataiamguiainnisiee e Eungunnaludsandion

v
m&mmmm@jmwmmu WELEAENAMNANUNUINUALANHTULNIUNARN1ILANNNITNIZNN

1 1 v
a =

Lmzﬁzﬁ”mmLﬁ@wmmﬂﬁqmqmﬂumﬂ %Qﬂﬁﬁ‘@hx‘]ﬁ’]ﬂ%ﬂﬁ%LL@:ﬁﬂHELLZV]’NLWﬁZQﬂ’]'JtuL@\‘i
dl [<1 QI dl o Y o o ol 1 A o o o a [ o Ny o dl
‘vmmaLﬂummwﬂm@@ul,m@ﬂummmmm@mnmmummﬂwmmm@um@ﬂm N
Fudiaualisuueasadn “instead of expanding the definition to include another way of
being a woman, the woman is either excluded from the old definition or offered another

definition all together.” (40) (Sims, 2010) WAXANNEY =] Abject 28494At ATALNIN (Julia

Kristeva) 91111511131 A0 (Barbara Creed) a31/13 Abject AanAumunaianatas lu



53

2 . , Y . Y e o 4 .
AenAnANFaAU (subject) uazfiasgniueenidlifegludnaauwaniisnuanaanaindany

o

W9LEANA190

The place of the abject is ‘where meaning collapses’, the
place where ‘I' am not. The abject threatens life; it must be
‘radically excluded’ from the place of the living subject,
propelled away from the body and deposited on the other
side of an imaginary border which separates the self from

that which threatens the self. (9)

(Creed, 1993)
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And since she had realised that she was a priestress,
dedicated to the sacred task of proclaiming that justice was
holy, she too had begun to view her change of clothes as

something more than simply exchanging one set of garment
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for another. (57) (Hudanauineade)

(Mankell, 2009)

ANNALTILNLAINANIA LA AU A TAUDINITN 2NN UL AN AUN TN TN UAN A ANTURIBULADT

4 o

o o ¥R | o A Y o C @ a a a Y o o a A D
V]Iﬁﬂqqmgﬁﬂqq@\‘]mLﬁ@LLﬂﬂ?gVﬂ@ﬂvLﬂuuLﬂum\‘Wlﬂfﬂﬁﬁ‘ﬁ‘llLL@Q’&'TM?UNumqmﬂﬂﬂqﬂmgﬂ'ﬂq?’]ﬂ

a

A8 ulam

1
a % KX o {

TurnuzAEauAIL9E18N1INIENNARIEARITHLIRINGNN B9A1AI8181A8TATT

o :/1 & dl ug/j [~1 d” dgl v A ] [ X Q’J a a

aralaggaraaaianuiduAainaliedndauNANLANA9RI N AR FlA&UITY 817

“These thugs have a leader.” (409) (Mankell, 2009) (1{udapaulntEiqe) ANAINAIY
b v @ = . °o o o s & = = a

A7 OU AU LINLINYBINGNNBINNAIR 1A AN ATNFIAUIUN LN DN AUAIINE AT ITHUAL

nilasfninaruaanludsnn wanaunatliususniIags19ANIAansa LA 1d9Au

1
a [ e o

NINNINBENEUABINENINT WAZNEFANII0ITBIN GUARAINA1IELNLINTNAN (B A

YBININKYT AIATLIFITENEITIN

A number of individuals attacked and battered an innocent
man last night. They seem to be part of some sort of citizen
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Eugenics is the science of improving stock, which is by no
means confined to judicious mating, but which, especially
in the case of man, takes cognisance of all influences that
tend in however remote a degree to give the more suitable
races or strains of blood a better chance of prevailing
speedily over the less suitable than they otherwise would

have had. (2)

(Hanson, 2012)
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The Germans were the higher race, destined for a glorious
evolutionary future. For this reason it was essential that the
Jews should be segregated, otherwise mixed marriages
would take place. Were this to happen, all nature’s efforts
‘to establish an evolutionary higher stage of being may thus

be rendered futile.’

(Bergman, 1999)
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[O]n the basis of biological findings they argued that the
miserable conditions of urban slums were a direct result of
the genetic inefficiencies of the slums’ inhabitants, rather
than a product of social structures. This argument was well
received by the governing and industrial elite, as it relieved
them of both the economic and moral responsibility for

these conditions. (335)

(Alberto Spektorowski & Elisabet Mizrachi, 2004)
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FaanliAn1nTaT1 nannisLdvistsemeiuilizandn Eugenic socialism (Dikotter, 1998)
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Social democracy advanced eugenic policies on the basis
of technocratic, pragmatic and utilitarian ideas, rather than
racist or romantic lines of reasoning, but aimed at what was
termed the ‘national stock’. Socialist demands for a national
productivist ideology suited the demands of a welfare
system for ‘the fittest’. This implies an exchange of the
universal reformist character of socialism for a socialism

directed towards the healthy parts of society. (339)

(Alberto Spektorowski & Elisabet Mizrachi, 2004)
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Deprived of mythical and romantic racist features, the basic
idea of eugenic socialism was to engineer a welfare
community for “the fittest” or a “welfare eugenics”, built on
parameters of “right-living” destined to exclude those
individuals defined as non-productive. In this sense this
new scientific socialism was built on concepts such as

efficiency, productivism and social margins. (334)

(Alberto Spektorowski & Elisabet Mizrachi, 2004)
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It is not seeming for a blond blue-eyed, intelligent Nordic to
degrade his hereditary material by marrying a negro.
Neither is it right that the lower races are granted franchise
to such an extent that the common state risks being
governed by inferior motives. Least of all the high-grade
races have any good reason to further the procreation of

the lower elements of the population. (278)

(Roll-Hansen, 1980)
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The Norwegian Nazi regime sought to end the problem of
the traveling people. The Nazis’ ideological obsession with
this  minority group became almost as strident and
aggressive as their campaign against the Jews, and a “final
solution” was also proposed as a way of dealing with the
traveling people. In this connection, the idea of deporting all
members of this minority group to Auschwitz was put
forward after Heinrich Himmler, on December 16, 1942,
issued a decree that led to the mass deportation of German
Gypsies to a special Gypsy camp in Auschwitz. However,
the idea was rejected as it was assumed that the Germans
would not be interested in receiving the Norwegian
travelers. Instead, the plan became indefinite internment
until judged fit to reintegrate into society and mass

sterilization. (51)
(Haave, 2007)
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Much eugenic thinking was concerned with the frequency
of inherited traits for health and disease without much
attention to racial classification. However, sections of the
eugenics movement adopted racial ideas similar to
anthroposociology. Some eugenicists — particularly in
Germany, Scandinavia, and the United States — saw the

protection of the Nordic race as their primary goal. (51)

(Kyllingstad, 2012)
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2,

In his grandiose vision, Breivik wanted to ‘instigate a
revolution’” and save Norway and Europe from being
overwhelmed by Muslims and immigrants, thus purging the
continent of impure races and preserving ‘indigenous
Europeans’ from ‘cultural suicide.” Such vision is of course
reminiscent of Nazi doctrines of ‘racial purity’ and radical

‘final solutions.’ (9)
(Kellner, 2012)
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drama Ghost is a typical example of the obsession with the mysteries of biological
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[T]he new movement was not merely a reaction to factors in
the current social situation, such as unemployment and
immigration; it wanted to set up an alternative to social
democracy. The catchword was rearmament — moral,
military and racial. The decline of Christianity was used as
an example of moral decay, as well as HIV and the increase
in drug abuse. And the image of the enemy was also to
some extent new: champion of the EU who broke down

national and racial boundaries. (146)
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(Nesbg, 2006)
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Eight witnesses had seen Sverre Olsen go into the burger
bar with a baseball bat under his arms and, after a brief
exchange of expletives, hit the owner, Ho Dai — a forty-year-
old Vietnamese, who came to Norway with the boat people
in 1978 — on the head. So hard that Ho Dai would never be

able to walk again. (14)
(Nesbg, 2006)
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ANBLTBA AINILINAN29 “In the Third World millions starve to death — and Europe is
threatened by mass immigration and the resultant chaos, deprivation and struggle for

survival.” (11) (Nesbg, 2006)
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‘Rac-ism,” Olsen read, having found the definition in his
papers, ‘is an eternal struggle against hereditary illness,
degeneration and annihilation, as well as a dream of and a
desire for a healthier society with a better quality of life.
Racial mixture is a kind of bilateral genocide. In a world
where there are plans to establish gene banks to preserve
the smallest beetle, it is generally accepted that you can
mix and destroy human races that have taken millennia to

develop. (15)

(Nesbg, 2006)
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Now the enemy is here again. And those who are supposed
to protect our interests have let us down once more. They
let the enemy build mosques in our midst, let them rob our
old folk and mingle blood with our women. It is no more
than our duty as Norwegians to protect our race and to

eliminate those who fail us. (12)

(Nesbg, 2006)
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‘| called your names three times.’
I forget my name, the old man reflected. | forget all my

names. (127)
(Nesbg, 2006)
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The snow slowed the car but not enough for it to stop. Then
it hit the water and glided out into the broad black river. It
tilted and was motionless for a moment before the current
caught it and spun it around. The water seeped in through
the doors and the bodywork, through the handles and at the
side of the windows as they gently floated downstream.

(473)

(Nesbg, 2010)
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The publication of the Swedish study concluding that
somewhere between 15 and 20 per cent of all children had
a different biological father from the one they thought

reflected Mathias’s own experiences. He was not alone.
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And nor was he alone in having to die a cruel, premature
death because of his mother’'s whoring with tainted genes.

(488)
(Nesbg, 2010)
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In Norway, around 50,000 people were punished on

account of their treasonous behavior. According to this
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statistics, more than half were either fined or suffered loss of
civic rights, while more than a third were given a prison
term. And for the record, 37 Norwegians were executed.
Quisling was the most famous victim. He was charged with

treason and found guilty. (177)
(Davies, 2014)

azinladudiazinguanauefndnneaensefiiun1stnATesre9nNerinie e uLa Y
F7U1a3{1R9ATARY WARLsTI1TUANWINNINTUAUNatuayunesineassiulun1ein

AIATTNNLEN N UFHAT

v v 1

o 3 a a A VN v liJ =X o :-/1 = Yo | ° 1
MannsnupespIgadielilfunganistinenunaiuizanlfdiunismiieueing
au < Tnadliilsvaauiseflnivs nandmeluneuiuaan A.A. 1939 AdadAuNellngs

LS ALINANUTMLADTILALIATAFATDYEFRINT TN a9 N udE ansagLlssinAuasing

= o

Tnepulasadsutanuisdanaginieasuiluiug vasainasamulanaianassauaiagn
Uszrngusiousiodilszanuadnilugunaans Teadaas (Quisling) asgniityajailuily

ANTNENSINn AR AMNANEd AUNIARR TR AnwmpNTsiATRlWe ARENA LY

1fdpaaasgaiudniinaesigidelifianulsalalunisdfumem lnetUntlndeyauas

v v 1
o =

dfiAeuetaiiuanduiliidseaawivd valifimeidunismdsclamiliinueauaznan

Haalngliaulasaanindsnulnesau

9 ldna1nldluuny 3 aaylanaizes The Redbreast illanieaiuAIuaaN

]
=X [

M998 389ANLEgN BN AWLE uTaqiiuaasaueiodunengy Taflunaduitiasuiann

0% ]

gANNIININATANNNLTEIRIANTUT IuTeasaTnTanATInaadipdananiauig

]
% KX =4 o

aq1i uananBenteytenaiestidsfuddaniguranenaintnlateinanisideusonmiy

Re D).

dredneraaslszaruludnasamulanaisinaas InadauniaEessnadusyninetlaqiii

ap

wazans ludasaulanaisnassrasngunnsaiatadassioueindndinsanasnsuiu

dhadneinanigans Nt aduiusinslulranulsud unziuaan WAFFUNANAL



91

dl a g a‘d‘ [ % ¥ J d’/l (<1 ¥
WEI’]EI’]NV]’QZ?‘IJ{]L@ﬁﬁi’]qu‘ﬂﬂ')ﬂ‘l’l‘lﬂ L‘]J'Ll‘ﬂ'?@’]’&llﬂ?LL@ZM?WMH’]ﬁMLM@WHQ’]Lﬂum_l{] WNaelA

Ll

Tuaﬁﬂtyﬁﬂﬂﬂﬁ"@q The Redbreast LuzqLU@"LE-%LL@m"LﬁLﬁuﬁqmiﬁiﬁm@wmmu
‘ﬂﬂ'ﬂm@ﬁm"lmﬁqammm‘[@ﬂm%@%mﬁﬁﬂimwuﬁﬁmuumL?ﬂ@ﬂﬁ%aﬁu@uuﬂmﬁw
wassiulnefguiiastssasunguasnanauarinsdniunug e ﬂ@hqﬁ@?ﬁ;m@ﬁﬁ
daansengaanigsngssinalusaunadng 15U usuaians (Bemnt Brandhaug) 1Hu

' o o o

FaununengNnazlijissninsenanasinsuazdssaaundisniunesineesiu Inanain
dilsemmaasnuiuiiiaalfiaandsatiunasinigesdu asnususiandlfidun iy
Unuiide NI ue fntunuiInuasansasitun1stinAsasraIneinie a9l uasd

N ENAUTREIYINT AN SN A UN U TUNT

Have you heard of the Anschluss? It means that Austria
wasn’t occupied in the normal understanding of the word.
The German marched on Austria in March 1938. There was
almost no resistance and that was how it stayed for the
remainder of the war [...] Not like in Norway. In Norway we
defended ourselves and we had Norwegian King and
Norwegian government in London ready and waiting,
making radio programmes and...giving encouragement to
those back home [...] In Norway the whole population stood
shoulder to shoulder against the occupying forces. The few
Norwegian traitors who donned Wafffen SS uniforms and
fought for the Germans were the scum of society that you
have to accept exists in every country. But in Norway the
power for good held up, the strong individuals who led the
Resistance movement were the nucleus which paved the
way for the democracy. These people were loyal to each
other and in the final analysis that is what saved Norway.

(380-1)
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(Nesbg, 2006)
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escaped to England and joined up there.” (219) (Nesbg, 2006)
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and race with a firearm in their hand.” (275) (Nesbg, 2006) m@ﬁmmﬁ@wﬁuﬁ”wqmmﬁq
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| console myself with the fact that we know that we defended our country with our lives.’

(268) (Nesbg, 2006)
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Government and King flee to England. German bombers
are overhead, a line from a poem written by Nordahl Grieg,
made him feel nauseous. It presented the King’s betrayal as
an honourable retreat, as if leaving his people in their hour
of need were a moral act. [...] And when the whole thing
was over, there was the reception as the boat carrying the
Crown Prince moored on the quayside and all those who
had turned out screamed themselves hoarse to drown out

the shame, both their own and the King’s. (458)
(Nesbg, 2006)
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The bullet will come from the sky, like God’s finger it will
point out the offspring of the traitor, and everyone will see
what He does to those who are not pure of heart. The
traitor said he loved his country, but he left it, he left us to
save it from the intruders from the east and then branded

us traitors afterwards. (533)

(Nesbg, 2006)
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for this uncanny is in reality nothing new or alien, but
something which is familiar and old-established in the mind

and which has become alienated from it only through the
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process of repression. This reference to the factor of
repression enables us, furthermore, to understand
Schelling's definition of the uncanny as something which

ought to have remained hidden but has come to light.

(Freud, 2000)
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Denmark, a founder member of NATO, has experienced
considerable changes in its defence policy since the end of
the Cold War — changes that have resulted in a new and
more ‘militarized’ foreign policy (Rasmussen, 2005). In the
late 1970s and 1980s, Danish defence policy was split
between ‘cosmopolitanism’, which rejected the use of force,
and ‘defencism’, which valued military power (Rasmussen,
2005). However, since the end of the cold war, a new

consensus has been created that favours the ‘practice of
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‘activism’, which (has) made armed force more useful in

Danish eyes’ (Rasmussen, 2005: 72). (329)
(Nete Ngrgaard Kristensen & @rsten, 2007)
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[Allmost all political parties supported Danish intervention
in Afghanistan from the start. By helping to promote
democracy and rebuild these countries, Denmark is
exporting its constitutional and democratic values, as well
as core values such as gender equality. The promotion of
progressive values and practices abroad may be viewed in
the wvein of a particular form of Nordic active
internationalism, based on peaceful methods of addressing
global problems and the exporting of domestic norms and

values to the international realm. (248-249)

(Agius, 2013)
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In the days leading up to the war, a TNS Gallup poll (of
week 6/2003) showed that six out of 10 Danes were against
taking military action in Irag without the sanction of the UN.
Despite this public scepticism, however, neither the
newspapers nor the electronic media paid much attention
to the many public demonstrations against the war. The
demonstrations were covered, but often in a way that
downplayed their political aspects, highlighting instead the
good weather, the atmosphere of the event or specific

participants in the demonstration. (333)
(Nete Ngrgaard Kristensen & @rsten, 2007)
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Though the theme has a strong focus on battle, it does not
include the casualties of war suffered by either side: these
are all referred to in the theme ‘killed and wounded’, which
is paradoxically allocated far less space across all media
outlets than ‘military battle and strategy’. This absence of
‘killed and wounded’ in the content of the Danish reporting
of the war, documented by this study, is confirmed by other
Danish studies (e.g. Pagter, 2003), showing that this
obvious consequence of the war was also strikingly absent
aesthetically in the newspapers [...] Consequently, neither
the text nor the visuals told the story of the human

casualties of the war. (332)

(Nete Ngrgaard Kristensen & @rsten, 2007)
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nanqmaliandn “Most of the analyzed newspapers supported the engagements, with
only the niche newspaper Information expressing reluctance and regarding the war as a
demonstration of American power and as part of a larger American pursuit in the Middle

East.” (56) (Stig Hjarvard & Nete Ngrgaard Kristensen, 2014)
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the escalation of the anti-occupation struggle in Irag and
growing doubts regarding Rasmussen’s own credibility has
made the government’s position even more difficult to
maintain. A recent poll for the Ritzau news agency found 57
percent of Danes in favour of an independent investigation
into the government’s basis for backing the US-led war in
Irag. The poll also found that whistleblower Grevil was
viewed as more credible than the prime minister, with 54
percent stating that they doubted Rasmussen’s claims that

his policy on Irag was honest.
(Green, 2004)
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Secretly Promised US Danish Support for Irag War in 2002," 2015) pan a9 Sputnik
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This private assurance contrasts with the pronouncements
Rasmussen made to the Danish parliament and public, in
which he repeated that no decision had been made on the
issue ahead of a parliamentary vote on going to war.
Politiken notes that as late as January 2003, Rasmussen
told parliament that there was no sense in engaging in
“hypothetical speculation” on Danish participation in an

Iragi war.

("Rasmussen Secretly Promised US Danish Support for Irag

War in 2002," 2015)
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Ananiunisnigniduay Tnawnnisaidsnaioldedn “Nisour  Square  Massacre”

("Denmark's role in Irag War faces new scrutiny," 2015) AaNdn1indng The Local 289.AU
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Jyllands-Posten published a document that it said proves
that the Danish military was attempting to hide its
arrangement with Blackwater, which called for the private
firm to come to Danish troops’ defence in the case of
emergency. According to the newspaper, an internal
military memorandum said that the cooperation with
Blackwater should not be made public and that parliament
should instead be told that Danish military personnel only

“had a conversation” with Blackwater representatives.
("Denmark's role in Iragq War faces new scrutiny," 2015)
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with the United States undoubtedly led to better ‘access’ to American policy-makers.”
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The overall impression we get from our interviews and
conversations with Danish officials and ministers is that they
derive considerable satisfaction, even pride, from the mere
fact that Denmark is treated as a highly trusted and valued
ally that gets more access to US decision-makers and
officials at all levels. Ministers seem content to receive red
carpet treatment in the White House and at ministries and

Danish officials and officers are impressed by the easy
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access to information and intelligence that they have been

granted in recent years. (146)
(Peter Viggo Jakobsen & Ringsmose, 2015b)
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its utmost to please the Americans’.” (165) (Anders Henriksen & Jens Ringsmose, 2012)
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Denmark was showered with praise and rewarded with
numerous presidential visits, invitations to the White House,
greater access to intelligence and top decision-makers,
and top posts in NATO (Secretary General Anders Fogh
Rasmussen and chairman of the military committee General

Knud Bartels). (135)
(Peter Viggo Jakobsen & Ringsmose, 2015b)
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Iraq and Afghanistan. | plead guilty. My blood will be

shed. And many will die along with me. (Episode 1)
(Sveistrup, 2009)
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The people’s Party makes a point of guarding our freedom.
We will not be trampled on by these medieval fanatics who
have hatched from Muslim schools and fanatical
organisations subsidised by the Danish State. We must take
strict measures against groups who try to undermine our
society. Otherwise, we are selling out on the core of our
identity as Danes. We can’t allow that. The People’s Party is
proud to be contributing to the anti-terrorism bill. (Episode

5)

(Sveistrup, 2009)
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Rossing: We'll agree with the People’s Party and ban

certain organisations.

Buch: The investigation doesn’t point at any of those

organisations.

Rossing: We can't be sure.
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Buch: It would be wrong of us to ban them because of this

case.

Prime Minister: It may seem rash to accuse this particular
organization when the investigation is still ongoing. On the
other hand, these Islamic organisations have made
statements that are reprehensible and hostile. We must take
action. | want you to agree to Krabbe’s demands and seal
the anti-terrorism bill with the People’s Party right away. Do

you understand? (Episode 9)
(Sveistrup, 2009)
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The Prime Minister is hoping to be the next Secretary
General. All he needed was the support of the Americans.
That's why we deployed more soldiers in Afghanistan. A
French news agency has confirmed that he was offered the
position. Look at those coffins, and tell me that it was worth

it. (Episode 9)



114

(Sveistrup, 2009)
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