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## 5580131522 : MAJOR HISTORY
KEYWORDS: D.N. AIDIT / THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF INDONESIA / GESTAPU / THE
NATIONAL FRONT / SEMI COLONIAL-SEMI FEUDAL
TUANGTHIP PHROMKHET: POLITICAL IDEAS AND STRATEGIES OF D.N.
AIDIT, 1951-1965. ADVISOR: THANAPOL LIMAPICHART, Ph.D., 214 pp.

This thesis examines the political ideas and strategies of D. N. Aidit, the
Secretary General of the Communist Party of Indonesia (PKI: Partai Komunis Indonesia)
during 1951-1965, which proved the crucial period in determining the PKI's direction
and operation. Under Aidit’s leadership, the PKI grew and reached an unprecedented
number of its mass base and allies, making it the largest communist party outside the

Communist bloc before its destruction in 1965.

This thesis argues that Aidit’s political ideas and strategies during 1951-1965
were based largely on the analysis of Indonesian social structure and the evaluation of
situations as well as political, economic, and social conditions of Indonesia. These ideas
and strategies were flexible and constantly evolving as they became modulated under
different political and social contexts of Indonesia. After building the national front and
competing non-violently in the parliamentary system in the 1950s, a significant shift
occured from 1963 onward as the PKI forcefully mobilized the masses, leading to its
attempt at weaponizing the peasantry and its conflict with the Indonesian Army, which

culminated in the extermination of the PKI upon the Gestapu events of 1965.

Department: History Student's Signature
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Academic Year: 2015
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