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Against the historical discourse among academic circles that US-Thai relations
prior to World War Two was one of the friendliness and genuine and that this newly
superpower was a friend indeed of Thai people through good and bad time, the
argument here is national interest of the former was the reason underlying this
relationship, synchronously served each other very well. The purpose of this thesis is
to analyze the factors in US-Thai relations before Pearl Harbor Attack in 1941. The
research’s framework develops from Joseph Nye’s three level of analysis namely
precipitating, intermediate, and deep causes which will be analyzed in Kenneth Waltz’s
three dimensions of individual, domestic and systemic level. The result shows that
policy making process basically serves to enhance US’s national economic interest in
Asia Pacific. Concerning the precipitating causes which laying in individual level, the
major contribution goes to FDR’s leadership and ideology and the rise of Japanese
military leader while Great Depression serves as an intermediate cause in domestic
level. Lastly, system level, imperialism is a deep cause. Though, the relations between
US-Thai vary across time, a consistency persists as they call it the preservation of

national interest.
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Understanding International Conflict.

2 TUsag Robert S. McElvaine, The Great Depression: America, 1929-1941(New York: Times Books,
1984).
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Press, 1986), 294.
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Arthur M. Schlesinger, The Age of Roosevelt: The Crisis of the Old Order, 1919-1933, ch.13-14.
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