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# # 5580639024 : MAJOR INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

KEYWORDS: NEW CHINESE MIGRATION / THAILAND POLICY / MIDDLEMAN / CHIANG RAI PROVINCE /

COMPLEX INTERDEPENDENCE
AMORN FARMOOQY: THAILAND'S POLICY TOWARDS THE NEW WAVE OF CHINESE
MIGRATION: A CASE STUDY OF MAE SAI, CHIANG SAEN AND CHIANG KHONG DISTRICTS IN
CHIANG RAI PROVINCE. ADVISOR: ASSOC. PROF. DR. VIRA SOMBOON, 233 pp.

This thesis studies the new wave of Chinese migration in Thailand as a phenomenon and
Thai government’s way of coping with it. The research also looked into the factors that influence
the government’s policy made towards the new Chinese immigrant in Mae Sai, Chiang Saen and
Chiang Khong districts in Chiang Rai. The study was conducted through qualitative research method
by study documents and data collected through in-depth interview with government officers. All

the data was analyzed with Robert Keohane and Joseph Nye’s Complex Interdependence Theory.

The research found that since 2000, the Chinese migrants had begun to flow out to the
world including Thailand and ASEAN Countries. The year also marked Chinese’s ‘Going Global’
policy; a factor in ushering the forth wave of Chinese migration, also called New Chinese Migration.
Most of the new Chinese migrants were businessmen and entrepreneurs. In Mae Sai, Chiang Saen
and Chiang Khong districts in Chiang Rai, a so-called border gate to China, they operates many
business. The types of businesses include Chinese products vendors, logistics provider between
Thailand and China, Fruit packaging warehouse (called lonk) buying fruits in Thailand and selling

them in China, and tourism such as travel agencies and unauthorized guides.

The state policy is neutral toward the new wave of Chinese migrants. They gave the
Chinese freedom to operate businesses and deal with problematic business practices such as
Chinese tourist agencies, unauthorized guides, and fruit packaging warehouse which directly affect
Thai business on a case-by-case basis. One of the reasons for such attitude is the strong mutually
beneficial relationship between Thailand and China in trading, investment, and tourism. The
relationship also extended to the international cooperation and development frameworks such as
GMS, ASEAN-China FTA, and Thai-China FTA. Moreover, the Chinese migrants play the role of
economic middlemen; who act as another passage facilitating the flow of capital and goods.
Compare to the overseas Chinese in the past, there are many differences and similarities particularly

in terms of their role in the economy; both old and new Chinese immigrants play the roles of

middlemen.
Department:  International Relations Student's Signature ..
Field of Study: International Relations Advisor's Signature ...

Academic Year: 2015
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M13199 1 MIANYesaNTBUfUAAT 5 Ussnandn U 2000 - 2010

Useine YaAINI5ANTI (Frumteyaniy)
2000 2003 2008 2009 2010
RGeS 166,846 206,732 470,112 376,177 519,805
A 32,316 59,637 196,884 178,190 232,013

ﬁMﬂW‘WEﬂiU 102,757 101,683 208,291 171,732 208,585

zij{ju 116,191 113,401 214,400 160,893 206,637

aw%’gam‘%m 122,218 117,886 186,243 149,582 186,685

LA 29,635 33,548 78,251 74,746 98,628

‘17‘1I3J'1 : ASEAN Trade Statistics Database

M19199 2 N1IAYRsNTBUAUAAT 5 Ussinanan U 2011 - 2014

Useine YaAINIAITIM (FUmEansg) dndu (%)

2011 2012 2013 2014 2014

DUTHU 598,242 602,048 608,558 608,207 24.1

U 280,405 319,484 350,508 366,525 14.5

awm‘wsﬂ,iﬂ 234,776 242,598 246,228 248,307 9.8

{fjﬁu 273,347 262,883 240,767 229,041 9.1

aw%’gam’%m 198,785 200,027 206,855 212,428 8.4

LA 124,470 131,030 134,962 131,439 52

‘1'71Im : ASEAN Trade Statistics Database

Tugnunisamu (a9 3) Jududsewaninisamuluendoulududui 4 saq
o a dl 1 Tl a Aa dl 1 LY = ¥ = %
nansgeltn Puu uazanameglsy udddivTinaunliinndniiies 2,861 dumsyansy
Tud 2010 vuzannmelsUduliviinanisamuuniigais 17,066 duvseyansy lned

Tugraseningl 2008-2010 fidndrunisasmuveuiiesiosas 5.5 ol vasanigowwsnidl
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2010

Useine UARAINITANU (FUWTEEYanT)

2006 2007 2008 2009 2010
DUFBU 7,876 9,626 9,449 5,271 12,279
u 1,035 sl 1,874 4,158 2,861
annnglsy 13,387 18,611 7,010 9,132 17,066
G 10,413 8,844 4,129 3,763 8,386
ansgaLsn, 3,041 8,340 3,518 4,087 8,578
LNINE 1,256 2,714 1,596 1,347 3,770

fi111 : ASEAN Foreign Direct Investment Statistics Database
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M13197 4 NMTaulagnseRInaslsena (FDI) Yasedeuniu 5 Ussmandn U 2011 -

2014

Usene YAAINITAINU (FUmSEYansy) dndu
(%)

2011 | 2012 | 2013 | 2014 2012- 2012-

2014 2014

YU 15,228 | 20,657 | 21,426 | 24,377 64,325 17.4
A 7,857 | 5376 | 8,643 | 8,869 21,366 58
ﬁ‘lﬁﬂ’l‘WEﬂiU 29,693 | 18,084 | 26,979 | 29,268 | 58,066 15.7
Ju 9,709 | 23,777 | 22,904 | 13,381 | 56,353 153
aw%ﬁam’%m 9,129 | 11,079 | 3,757 | 13,042 32,351 8.8
LA 1,742 | 1,708 | 3,516 | 4,468 9,698 2.6

i1 : ASEAN Foreign Direct Investment Statistics Database
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