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# # 5773316425 : MAJOR REAL ESTATE DEVELOPMENT

KEYWORDS: DEMAND / OWNERS / TRADITIONAL THAI HOUSE / RENOVATION / AMPHAWA
THAMMANOON LAOHPIYAVISUT: OWNERS’ DEMAND IN RENOVATION PROJECTS OF TRADITIONAL THAI HOUSES
IN AMPHAWA FLOATING MARKET AND ADJACENT AREAS, AMPHAWA DISTRICT, SAMUT SONGKHRAM PROVINCE.
ADVISOR: ASST. PROF. KUNDOLDIBYA PANITCHPAKDI, Ph.D., 191 pp.

Traditional Thai houses (TTH) are an important part of the Thai cultural heritage. Samut Songkhram Province
(SSP) has a large number of traditional Thai houses, but many are in a state of disrepair. The SSP Housing Development
Partners has tried to preserve this unique TTH. This study aims to assess the need and demand of the TTH owners for the
restoration of their houses. The author selected the neighborhood within 2.5 km around the Amphawa Floating Market as
the focus of the study. Data were collected by review of related documents, an observation survey of the area, and case
studies of 43 of traditional Thai houses, the estimation of the cost of the repair and restoration, in-depth interviews with

house owners and network partners.

This study found that the study area has 174 TTH houses/compounds, most of which are over 100 years
old. Just 46% were in good condition, while 25% were in fair condition, and 29% were in poor condition and were in
immediate need of repair. The size of the house/compound property ranged from 95-918 sg.m. The houses that were in
better condition were also larger on average than the dilapidated properties. The types of repairs needed included work
on roofing, floors, posts, and pillars. The estimated cost of repairs ranges from 1,800 to 1,320,000 baht per property. Nearly
all (97%) the residents of the households were the owner of the land and the house. The average occupancy of the houses
was 2 to 3 persons, and most were elderly. The occupants who still worked tended gardens or orchards, and made
between 10,000 and 20,000 baht per month per household. Most households did not have monetary debt and had only a
small amount of cash savings. The homeowners love their houses. Only one homeowner planned to sell the
property. About two-thirds of the households wished to see the houses restored. For owners of houses in good condition,
the preference was for more restoration than the amount prescribed by the observation since these owners did not have
financial constraints to the amount of restoration. Correspondingly, the owners of the houses in fair and poor condition
expressed more modest needs for repair, i.e., less than indicated by the observation assessment. The owners of the most
dilapidated properties expressed a need for only the minimum essential repairs. Another finding is that the more run-down
properties were more likely to be located on the banks of a canal with poor accessibility. Most of these homeowners

lacked knowledge about the restoration of traditional Thai houses and did not have financial plans to accommodate this.

Based on the findings, the recommendations are: (1) there should be more support for savings for restoring the
TTHs. Traditional Thai homeowners need to be given more orientation to increase their motivation to get involved with the
preservation movement and help form savings groups to fund restoration. (2) The local administrative organizations (LAO)
should play a greater role in supporting the repair and restoration of TTH in their area of jurisdiction. The LAO should also
support raising awareness and knowledge, help to identify which homes meet the criteria of a genuine TTH and could
provide low-interest loans to cover the cost of restoration, and/or support homeowners’ savings groups and create a fund
to preserve the TTH. (3) There should be a national agency to take responsibility for the preservation of the TTH
throughout the country. There should be national policies and plans for the conservation as is being done in many other
countries. The problem of shortages of: (1) The lumber used to construct the TTH; (2) The artisans who are the specialist in

the construction of the TTH and (3) The capital to fund the restoration and repair. should be solved.

Department: Housing Student's Signature

Field of Study: Real Estate Development Advisor's Signature
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