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This thesis is an attempt to study the influence of Islam on values, rights, duties,
and statuses of Islamic women and authorial attitudes toward these matters in three
Malay Novels: Salina by A. Samad Said, No Harvest But a Thorn by Shahnon Ahmad
and Saga by Abdul Talib Mohammad Hassan.

The analysis of the three novels shows that Islam has great influence on the
lives of Muslim women in their roles of mothers, wives or daughters. In these stories, the
three authors criticize the Malay society and the women characters who do not conform
to the principles and teaching of Islam. As a result of their disobedience, these women
have to encounter troubles in their personal lives, families and society. It is found that
the protagonist of each novel is aware of the conflict between her real-life experience
and Islamic teaching as well as the social expectations imposed upon women, which

have been significant obstacles to the improvement of women’s well-being.

The study of these novels reveals that the three authors’ common aim is to show
that the Muslim religion actually gives much importance to women, who are considered
vital foundations in building family and creating desirable social members.
Consequently, Islam grants equal rights, duties, roles-and statuses to-men and women.
However, in practice, women have been taken advantage of and exploited by men
because the society they live in have been dominated by patriarchal ideology which

brings about and maintains the subjection of women to men.
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“ Girls needn’t know how to read. Doesn’t change the market value. | never event
went to school *

( No Harvest but a Thorn, ¥tn 18 )
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Lahuma watched the way they moved-his two eldest girls, now blossoming into
womanhood. Soon they would pass into other hands. In a village it was not proper to keep
girls unwed long after puberty. Perhaps this was their last chance to help their parents.

( No Harvest but a Thorn, %0 34)
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When she herself was a young girl, she too had been burnt by the sun in the rice
field. Her skin grew dark. She developed firm muscles. No.longer did her cheeks have the
delicacy and sheen of a young banana stem. Her legs were all scarred from the bite of
ants and leeches. Those daughters of hers would receive the-same fate.

( No Harvest but a Thorn,#tin 74)
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But what was the use of beauty to farmers’ daughters like them, Jeha thought to
herself. Males did not look for beauty when they asked around for a wife. Let those
daughters of hers grow dark. Let the soles of their feet grow pale and have a thousand
cracks. People would still ask for their hands. All they cared for was Sanah’s and Milah’s
working power.

( No harvest but a Thorn N 74)
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Sooner or later Sanah and Milah would toil in the rice field. When they became
wives in other families, Sanah and Milah would wallow in mud and giant leeches. It was
inevitable. They could not just stay at home, cook rice and loll against the threshold-beam,
picking lice out of their hair. From Lahuma’s ancesters right down to Lahuma, life had
been mud and leeches and sun and rain. They knew no other way to survive.

( No Harvest but a Thorn, 10 35)
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There was no peace in his house. The household was in a turmoil. Zarina was
always scolding Sunarto and nahidah. Mansur did not like it because he himself realized
that the nagging and scolding of his stepmother was in fact purposely done with one
intention-to turn Sunarto and himself out of the house.

( Salina, ¥tin 269)

o

a éj a g o ndl = { dl dl o | o ac dl
ANAATIAATURAYAINTEITR IR ENduiNeuTILA i1 Tl undnad s adad

Gl o o 1 ' o 1 = o % dl o dy ¥
grsundeanauazeliusdenuiunesesdnsd nwasesns wsedtlszdu names @adung
o A 1o 8y A vt 9 by P S v ey oA A o
wasnupieusldi W suinnnianteau uaziAndnuesrindesdeadile ety
4 A4 o o IR ) | AN N wy o d o
WWeniuseinaae- Hidediasesldng d8asy funaniumliaisuieenlild nniieuusisam
Anag ulazasriTuiuarnIns e s i At e uauN Faa i i Tui Be¥eauindianringann

q

dl a [ dl v
ARRARAULNATITUINALNINLNL

Zarina looked at her ears and the diamond studs, her neck round which she
wore a chain with a diamond locket, her gold teeth, her dress with diamond broches, the
wristwatch on her left hand and new shoes by H.M.Melati on her feet.

( Salina . ¥tin 220)
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When she was alone in her room, (Nahidah was cooking in the kitchen ),she
went to look at herself into the mirror .She had truly grown old .That she realized .But she
still dressed well .\When she looked at herself in the mirror for long ,she believed that she
could no longer attract men except if she were to throw herself at them ,especially the

course uncouth ones .Again the image of Nahidah came to her mind .Nahidah would look
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pretty if she dressed up .And the question recurred: “ How about asking Nahidah to
become a waitress? ”

( Salina ,¥131220)
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Her eyes were on Nahidah who was walking — she was watching Nahidah’s
figure. Having observed, she immediately believed : “ Men will go crazy over Nahidah! “
Her eyes went on to the ants moving towards the split coffee. She crushed several more
ants with her index finger; the file of ants become crooked once again. Zarina said to
herself determinedly.

“Yes, men will sure go crazy over Nahidah! “

( Salina ,Wtin 238-239 )
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Zarina killed another ant,where upon the other two immediately retreated
,once they realized there was danger ahead .Before they could run away ,Zarina killed
one more and although she could have killed the other one if she had wanted to ,she let
the ant go ,as if she wanted to give it a chance to tell the rest about the tragedy that had
befallen them while they were in search of food.

( Salina ,Mtin222)
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Her hand automatically went to the ant and crushed it .She was not upset nor
regretted her action .She hadn’t thought ,naturally no one would have thought ,the ant she
had killed might have a brother or sister ,a father ,a mother or a sweetheart .

(Salina ,w1in221)
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man does not help a woman without a motive “

( Salina , ¥4N317 )
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“We don’t want to remain like this forever, Idah. “ She started again. “ Before,
we used to live comfortably when your father was around. Since he passed away, life has
become hard for us. Then we were living in a big house, we have now moved to a small
one. Then we had many things, now we do not have anything. Do we want to go on living
this way forever? “ She raised her voice a little, “ Do we want to go on living in Kampung
Kambing forever? Don’'t we want to live comfortably like the others? “

( Salina , w1 227 )
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She did not really care to think far but that day she was forced to because she
felt she was not liked and she was in danger.

That day she decided to meet Nahidah at her work place. She felt it was best
to see her earlier rather than wait till she came home and who could tell, should Nahidah

suddenly lose her head she might just as suddenly, take the opportunity to leave her.
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Who knows if Nahidah were to receive another letter from her brother that day or from
Hilmy that would put Zarina in a risky position.

( Salina , ¥in 346 )
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“You must not behave like that Idah. You cannot do that to people who come
to the shop where you work. You are earning a living here. If you do that, people will get
annoyed. They will then report the matter to your employer. You will be sacked. If that
happens, you will be the one to suffer. | will also suffer. That's not all Idah. There are bad
men. If you're annoyed them they will do things to you. Then you're the one who will
suffer. That is why I'm telling you to just entertain people like Cik Salim as well as you can.
You won't lose if you entertain him. He will give you money and gifts. That's what we
want.”

( Salina 352 )
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ForJeha, life meant work. And work was none other than wading through mud
and holding tajaks (\A&19: ﬁﬁﬁﬂ) and hoes.

( No Harvest but a Thorn, 1% 45 )
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Every dark shadow, every long rounded shape, made Jeha's hair stand on end.
Sometimes she screamed in her sleep:

“ Cobral Cobra! Cobral”

Jeha's screams made Lahuma leap up from sleep, startled the older children
and sometimes made the smaller children cry. Then the family awakened Jeha. They
rubbed ointment on her chest. There was no cobra anywhere. They tried to convince Jeha
but she could not yet be convinced. She went on living her nightmare.

( No Harvest but a Thorn, 140 32)
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Luckily the snake evil had befallen her not him. If her man had been bitten by the
snake, Who ‘would clear the land? Who would push the plough? Who would wield the
tajak? Who would built the ridges?

( No Harvest but a Thorn, #3129 )
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All these years Jeha had never once had to work the rice field without Lahuma.
Even before Sanah was born, it was Lahuma who had done the work. Jeha had only
helped, although after a while it could no longer be thought of as “ helping ”. It had
become a duty for her. Once, some years ago, Lahuma had fallen sick with malaria. Jeha
went down to the rice field alone, but she made no headway at all with her tajak.

( No Harvest but a Thorn, 11 58 )
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Jeha had been his wife from time immemorial; in fact he had no longer thought
of her as a wife. She was part of his very being. Lahuma would be crippled without Jeha
beside him going down to the rice field. Lahuma’s spirits would fail without Jeha beside
him wading in the water that swarmed with ravenous giant leeches. Many long years they
had worked the fourteen relongs of rice land together. In sowing, weeding, ploughing,
planting, harvesting and carrying the harvested rice from the rice field to the barn, Jeha
had never left his side. What would life be if the snake’s evil should linger on and Jeha
slowly waste away?

( No Harvest but A Thorn,»iin 33)
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Jeha did not oppose her husband’s decision. Sanah and Milah could indeed
take her place at the rice field. They could work in the water side by side with their father;
at least for the next three or four days. She herself would go down there as soon as she
felt a little stronger.

( No harvest but a Thorn, i1 36-37)
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Without Lahuma, there would be no rice for the children. She longed to speak
out frankly : the three of us could not possibly clear the whole rice field. It is too much
for us. Let us hire out part of the rice field.

( No-harvest but a Thorn, M1 56)
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If he died, Jeha would be left a widow; a widow with seven children. And all of
them daughters. The fourteen relongs of rice land must be looked after. The seven
children must be looked after. Lahuma placed his whole trust in Jeha. Jeha would prepare
the sowing ground. Jeha would do everything. There was no one else.

( No Harvest but a Thorn, ¥in 72)
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The day after that they went down again. And Lahuma was there again watching
over them. Jeha could not bear to disappoint her husband’s hopes in her. She would go
on with the work till it was completed. Till all the ripe rice had been carried up into the rice
barn. Till the rice had been sunned, pounded, cooked and eaten to fill the bellies of those
seven children. That had been her one promise to Lahuma. And that one promise she
would fulfil so that Lahuma could rest undisturbed in his grave.

Lahuma was not dead. At least he lived in Jeha’s mind. His spirit was still in the
house, in the rice field, on the muddy ridges. The following day Jeha went down to the
rice field. Lahuma told her to go down. The rice field must be prepared. The seedlings
must be pulled up and carried down to the rice field and planted till all the rice —plots
were full. Jeha vowed to do all this.

( No Harvest but a Thorn, 1 87)
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From a window Jeha could see the glint of her husband’s tajak down at the rice
field. From time to time the water splashed high up in the air. And Lahuma'’s tajak swung
again. Jeha bit her lip as she watched from afar how her husband'’s tajak flew high up in
the air and then crashed on the menerong stems.

( No Harvest but a thorn, #1in52)
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Jeha began pacing in and out. Her husband’s low, ceaseless moans put her
heart in turmoil. Tomorrow Lahuma would not be going down to the rice field. The day
after and the day after that, and perhaps for ever and ever, Lahuma would not be going
down to the rice field. The swelling would grow. Would spread over his whole body. There

would be pus, a lot of pus, and that foot would grow rotten; Lahuma would never walk
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again. Jeha thought of what would happen to the seven children if her husband never
walked again.
( No Harvest but a Thorn, ¥t 55)
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Jeha’s heart was heavy indeed at having to leave her husband all alone in that
condition. That leg needed constant fomentation but the rice field could not be neglected.
Such was the struggle for survival. Lahuma could fall sick. Lahuma could die. But Jeha
believed firmly that her husband’s time had not come. And she herself would live on.
Milah too,Jenab,Semek,Liah,Lebar,Kiah. They would go on breathing. Their hearts would
go on beating. Their blood would go on flowing in their veins even if the ulcer should
spread all over Lahuma’s body. And the rice field must be planted with rice. And
everything must be faced. And the rice must be harvested and carried into the rice barn.

( No Harvest but a Thorn, N 73 )
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“ Crabs! Crabs! Crabs!” Jeha yelled with all her might.

Her voice echoed and re-echoed in the hills enclosing the village of Banggul
Derdap.

“ Crabs! Crabs! Crabs!” Jeha yelled again.

The people bending in their rice-plots raised their heads. They did not
answer Jeha's echoing call. They bent back again and went on picking up the crabs
crawling all over the rice fields.

“ Crabs!” Jeha shouted again to give vent to her fury.

She caught another and threw it into the air. There was a whistling sound as it

cut through the air.

( No Harvest but @ Thorn, ¥11 105)
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Perhaps Lahuma was angry because she had surrendered too quickly to the
crabs, thought Jeha. Perhaps she had been too quick to-leave everything to Allah. But
Jeha knew how strong her husband had been. Her strength did not match up to his.
Lahuma was a man. She was a woman. Her-children were-all girls. She and the children
had no more strength to pick up the heaps and the heaps of crabs. She had no more
strength left. The more she picked, the more there were. Lahuma could keep on picking
for more than ten days on end. Lahuma had a great deal of energy. Not Jeha. Jeha
realized her inferiority.

( No Harvest but a Thorn, #5n115)
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Jeha screamed no more in the night, calling out the name of her husband
who had died with his whole body swollen. Jeha could sleep in peace; at least she
was carrying on Lahuma’s work and not giving up too easily.

( No Harvest but a Thorn, V41 117)
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Only Jeha could not overcome the anxiety that disturbed her peace. She felt
her lack of inner strength. Lahuma was no more. She tried to think of something
delightful in the life she had shared with Lahuma but the memories that came were
never delightful; the opposite, infact. The hordes of crabs had always been merciless
towards them and their many children.

( No harvest buta Thorn, ¥ti1 110 )
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“ | married her because in my opinion she has all the qualities that | admire.
Although she has only recently become a Muslim, her devotion to God is even stronger

than mine. Even if Munirah were base enough to do the sinful thing that Jalil says she

has done, she wouldn't have done it here, in this kampung . ( Uy : ;:ﬁ’?uvﬂ )In the city

a
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there are many more strong and willing young men for her to choose from. And even if
she were loose, she wouldn't want Jalil. Jalil is the last person. And...would you want

me to choose a wife who is deceitful? *

( Saga %N 66 )
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If Munirah were here, the atmosphere would not be this tense. She could at least

relieve the tension.

(Saga,ﬁ‘fb 85)
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| trust Munirah —completely. As if she would do such a thing.

( Saga M1 68 )
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| know Munirah even before she became a Muslim. I've been with Munirah, just
the two of us, in an isolated place before. Her character then was the same as her
character now. Even if Munirah was willing to do what Jalil has claimed, she wouldn’t do it
with him. The first person to get the opportunity would be me.
( Saga, 11111 68)
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| don’t give her any advice. It's not necessary. She is mature enough to solve her own problems.

( Saga , Wi 67-68)
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Munirah is also strong and well prepared to take on her responsibilities. As a
doctor’'s child, she has already employed every opportunity to learn something about
medicine, hygiene, psychology and midwifery. From her mother she acquired her skills in
cooking and sewing. Munirah is an ideal woman.( My competition with Rahmat resulted in
my defeat ).

(' Saga,utin 39)
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But I'm still human. Eve failed to withstand Satan’s wiles. And Adam failed,
having been deceived himself by Eve. As a human being often left to her loneliness, can |
possibly stand firm against every temptation?

( Saga, W1 262)
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Rahmat has been gone for six days. I've told everyone who asks that he's gone
to town for a week or so. | feel awkward having to explain why Rahmat left the kampung at
night. Hisyam is the one who keeps bringing up the question. Although he has accepted
my explanation, he’s always giving me a look that makes me nervous.

( Saga, 11 302)
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It looks as if it's the same with Munirah. | observe that she’s always by herself,
contemplating whenever she gets the opportunity. Her ability to appear at ease allays
Rahmat’s and his family’s concern for her comfort and well being. She’s certainly discreet
while talking or joking with Hamilah. It's obvious that she’s never ill at ease, or at least she
never shows any sign that village life makes her nervous.

( Saga,uﬁﬁ 37)
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| proceed to explain as much as | know. What I've learnt from my father, from
several nurses and family planning experts from Malaysian Family Planning Association.
The lecture and dialogue go on until late afternoon. On the pretext of wanting to pray, |

excuse myself when actually | want to lie down and rest after having talked myself hoarse.
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| reach the house and see Rahmat and Hisyam splitting firewood. They smile at
me. | go straight up to my room and lie down, exhausted.

( Saga, W11 106)

uanannisiduagian  Fazastendaiunne ﬂ@m@u@ﬁ'mLé’uﬂqmmﬂuiwgﬁm
liidnaziiudueninelsn aninen wazgiuition gl Wanuduazinanudnladesnis
Axnlaun AWl Lﬁ'@wudmuiumﬂ'ﬁmﬁqﬁmmL%fhLﬂum@’ﬁmmﬂﬁ%@uﬁ%ﬁm
wmazdunsdnsanulsrasdaamssdni ifeenislfyadudazansnisinien nnsiiyil
weilfannaduazinanudnlautmadawin fdiudaseilinananudnlafisafumaiuag

aunrnasunedanlaeiuAdaualae ldifaA Nd AL

“ We can not obstruct God’s work. God plans everything but we have choice.
How many children we have, depends on us. | don’'t mean that if we don’t want a lot of
children, we have to stop sleeping with our husband, which is wrong as far as our religion
is concerned. Husband and wife should live peacefully together and one aspect of that is
their physical relationship”

( Saga, 11 105)
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I'm amazed. I'm even more astonished that a wedding took place. Although
they are both good looking, their personalities are different.

( Saga, N 6)

= g

¥ a [-3 dl = = = a 1 1 dl al
muwwmﬂuwmmmm LARLAEY HLUANNR LANAABIULTUTRIAULASLALN AN

a

]
o =] ]

psauAfaTdruNINEuNaziiudeneanlfudd v dananinnan wuhsaiuy B e 1Wle
wiseuueaanliusadnmand Tnaenizadie@allaanivaamdaananaszinina
Iy o 1 alld a 1 < d‘ = dll al/ dl ¥ < oA
zvindn uaunnndauAnewanBaeln @ U uLds wnT1enyNE
U T “ _ n o o d o
AW luRaniladalaudn lddlassearlsfiluainisnilasunauniuniananuidesdi
waeraun L uananniiudaasvidndailuaunaeiuluiaesunniiuldauin ldanamin s

WaAianuaaslas eyadndnsaza s siudnduimuiii livanaaiaanansanaau

'
o = & ' A 1

ARLTUIAIIN L NI AR UNTLI AT AE A Y Wz lAfUINawat19TaTy e sviudalasy

au

ANUUZUNANTIINITANLAEHITAA EN Tzl nAn DA RaLaz AN LT ATy Hsn il

anepaadaunanidelisanfuy it dsznauiunisivive ld@niamdanniu unsaiaesaie

a

] '
=3 1%

1R a 1 a 1 = N v a o d} ' ¥ 1 [
Mléll@\?ﬂﬂ'ﬂL‘flLlL‘W‘3"1ZM@\T@WQiN@WN’]?ﬂNHWTiMi@ Z\i’]Lﬁﬁ!ﬂuﬁﬂﬁqﬂmsﬁ\‘llﬂlfﬂuLﬂﬁlgﬁd’\ﬂ@uﬂﬂ'ﬂ

[

laagerasrintinulisaniuytisreidniluaunInAuubaraangtinu NAUAHANIANLNEN

q

a s o dJ v o dl a =~ i’/ ¥ o al a
wzinaslaiianvesisnyiudaaadudingusy [Hainfaae nAvEUNgNTuAZLLILA 189D A
zindnanas danasaine e g zindaiednanmnuiaannisianiay L9 faais

¥ o | a o P4 a 1Y 1
dinFunnsiilugaduyinldaungin lungiinuluinala

“Whatever it is you three have done, | don’t know;-but all of the kampung people
don’t want me as Headman anymore.”

( Saga, i1 124)
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| didn’t intimidate or use force on her. Munirah had to marry me because |
was the man who took her virginity. Hisyam didn’t know it. As if | would tell him.
Munirah kept it from him too. Hisyam conceded defeat, and just accepted the fact that
Munirah was mine. Hisyam is sincere person. He wasn’t at all offended. In fact, we
became even closer friends.

( Saga, LN 339)
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Divorcing Munirah is out of the guestion. | wouldn’t do it just because she isn’t
able to have a child. And, I'm equally unprepared-to take a second wife. Munirah surely

wouldn’t stand for it.

(' Saga vt 340)
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At the time she got married to Nahidah’s and Mansur’s father, she could not be
considered still young, but because she was cunning, a man — Nahidah’s and Mansur’'s
father — was trapped by her ( moreover at the time Nahidah's father needed a wife badly ).

( Salina, w1 313)
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Her boredom increased when her husband became a soldier. Her husband’s

duty as a soldier kept him away from Zarina (often her husband would come home once a

week, but since he entered the jungle he only returned after two or three months). The
separation caused a marital crisis insulting in her becoming unfaithful to her husband.
( Saga, i1 314)
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“ Life as such was free and she felt it gave her comfort “

( Salina Mitin 315 )
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Early in the morning she would get up, cook and prepare breakfast for Abdul
Fakar, although Abdul Fakar himself would not get up before eleven o’clock, or at

times, twelve o’clock. She would prepare cows’ milk which she ordered every
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morning. Together with the cows’milk she would prepare two hen’'s eggs with white
pepper and black sauce to go with three buttered toasts. And if his appetite was ‘not
too good’, she would ask : Dear, what would you like to eat? ‘Tosai? ‘Apom™? ‘Nasi
Lemak’?; ‘Putu Mayang’ ;’Roti Perata™? Whatever it was he wanted, she would buy it
for him.

( Salina,ntin 141)
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All along what was it that was lacking in Abdul Fakar? She thought about it. There
was none. In fact, one could say all was well. And if she was the husband and Abdul
Fakar was the wife, of course her role as a husband would have been fulfilled

(Salina , V131140 )
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“If | were to go, Ina will die, you know that? She cares for me. | live with her
because she loves me. | don’t want any responsibility because she’s the one with the
responsibility to support me. She does it because she likes me.”

( Salina, #iin 435)
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“Yes think I'm going to do that. Why should | trouble myself? It's been difficult for
me since | was small. Now I’'m doing fine, why should | go to all the trouble. Which human
being will look for trouble? “

( Salina, »iin 437)
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Hilmy felt “ closer” to Siti Salina. He began to feel as if Siti Salina were his
own sister. Before that never had a stranger been so close to his family who would
help and encourage him to further his studies. Before that, neighbours used to think of
themselves first, as if they survived on their own in this world. But now- in Kampung
Kambing itself — there were people who were better than his former neighbours who
lived in brick houses. He felt happy to think of it.

( Salina, #in115)

= a v Ao & oL §q o o o W ~ a
sﬁqﬂuq@jﬂgjL@ﬂu@ﬂﬁqﬂmﬁﬂﬂqﬂiu@\‘]ﬂ?qu EI@:NGN?JESLWJEmeﬂuﬂuuﬂww bNBRUTUN

U

a 4A

a de ter A I~y a o £ % v A dl = o
mawummﬂmqmmmmwm@\mmmmﬂ@ﬂwmw:‘ﬂmwLmawumﬂ IHRIIAUNTNEAN

a | a

Usrpadastnawic iseasAndiuniinnaesisensedguaiuinge Ut naedalnaludiucy

=

o o D o g = N o A o
‘V]‘ﬂﬂLL@zﬂ’]@ﬂI@Iuﬂ’]?L@’]L?ﬂu ﬂ\iuuslu@qﬂmq"ﬂ@\isﬁq@uq AANADUBANTIENLTATNNIN

“ Don't worry, Hilmy,” Siti'Salina continued, “ l'can help you. If you have any
difficulty, money for books for instance, just let me know. | know that in an English
School you’re boundto use many books and that'you need a lot of money. Just tell me
when you need money for school. If | have the money, I'll give it to you; if | don’t have
it, I'll try to find the money somehow.” Siti Salina said in a voice which sounded like
she was in real earnest. And Siti Salina herself felt she was not talking to just a
stranger but to her own brother, a brother she was very keen to give as much
education to as possible, a wish she very often had of late.

( Salina, ¥ 115)
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“ Sis, please accept this. | will be gone a long while, take it. Use it for
buying medicine and be thrifty when buying daily necessities. All this while, you were
the one who has made me aware of things; the hundred dollars is too little compared
to the advice and guidance you have given me. | will try to follow your advice, this may
be the first step. | will go...”
( Salina, " 498)
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Bulat who was affected by Siti Salina’s sobbing and crying quickly left the
now empty packet of beefsteak and with his mouth still messy from eating it, he ran
towards Siti Salina’s house, drew back the curtains, suddenly that there wasn’t time for
anyone to stop him.

( Salina, “iin 479)
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She also met Bulat who was still happily running around. Somehow or other
that day Bulat was not worried to see Siti Salina as if he knew that she would not tease
him that day. He came laughing when Siti Salina handed him ten cents and said to
him not to be naughty. He nodded his head and said, “ I'm not naughty.”

( Salina, #iin 499)
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“ Welll you can read English books Hilmy because you know the language.
People like me can only read Malay books. Moreover whats the use of knowing about
other people, if we do not know our own selves.” said Nahidah.

( Salina, ¥tin 363)
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To Nahidah this was what she felt when Hilmy wrote to her for the first time.
Before that she had never received letters from anyone. So Hilmy’s letter was the first one
that she had received. She could not tell why but it gave her great joy. She read Hilmy’s
letter many times and became more and more interested because it was clear in the letter
that Hilmy was relating about himself, his progress and developments in his life. Nahidah
felt it was the first time someone wanted to tell her about himself. She looked upon it as an
honour.

( Salina, %1 360)
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Sanah noticed the change in her mother since they finished killing the
crabs. But she said nothing about.it. She never tried to stop her mother from going
anywhere. Jeha was her mother. And it was her mother who was going to look after
her and her younger sisters now.

( No Harvest but a Thorn 0 120 )
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Jeha must be put behind bars for the safety of her children and everyone
else. Later they could arrange for her sickness to be treated.

( No Harvest but a Thorn , 141135 )
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The sky in the north grew ever darker. And when all the others had gone back
into their houses, Sanah still 'stood ‘staring at the sky; it seemed to her that the black
clouds were watching her, ready to pour their violence on her head.

( No Harvest but a Thorn 4% 137 )
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She stared into the darkness before her. The hills were mere dim shapes. A
breeze from the hill blew into her face. It was very chilly.

( No Harvest but a Thorn %1 130 )
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From those distant lights Sanah guessed something. Tiaks( 1nNA: :?wa) never
came down at night. Perhaps all the villagers were reaping their rice. All the rice would be
devoured by the tiaks it left any longer.

( No Harvest but a Thorn, %in 168)
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She remember all those things. But at that times she had not felt the slightest
anxiety. Her father was none other than Lahuma. Lahuma, whose rice was taboo for any
foe to touch, let the foe be anything at all. Jeha, too, was no less formidable.

( No Harvest but a Thorn, ¥%in 137)
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Sanah did not know what to do. She felt she should somehow build a hut in
the middle of the rice field. At least for shelter. But it was no easy task to cut down
branches to make the pillars and the walls.

(.No Harvest but a Thorn, #iia 158)
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Sanah and her sisters could not forget the disasters of that year. But the memory
did not make them lose heart. Even when Lahuma was alive, their lives had not been
different.

( No Harvest but a Thorn, ¥ 172)
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Whether in the world of prostitution, or living in sin together with Abdul Fakar or the
friendly world together with Hilmy, Khatijah , Bulat, Kurupaya samy and others. Siti Salina lives
as if in a fantasy world. Every moment throughout day and night all year through, she is floating
in waves of dreams. She easily surrenders whatever to fulfil the needs of her fantasy. She gives
a smile if a smile is asked for. She gives away money if money can comfort someone else.
Comes to a stage when it is felt that Siti Salina is only an object without a soul.

( Shahnon Ahmad 1994 : 236 )
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“ | thought there was nobody here. | had forgotten. My mother is quarrelling again. I'm
frightened. And my brother isn’t at home. So | ran here.”

( Salina Wtin18)
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If mother wasn't angry , that was ” comfort” her.
( Salina , win 227 )
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Nevertheless, no matter how gentle the.voice, Nahidah still felt uncomfortable. She felt
something strange, otherwise why would her stepmother be so good to her.
( Salina , w1$1224 )
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“ Look for some other job for me, mother if you want me to work. If possible not the job
of waitress, “she said

“Why don’t you want to be a waitress? Other jobs are difficult Idah. A waitress’s job in
the easiest. Not much to think about. Once the work is finished, that’s it.” Zarina’s voice seemed
to become a little harsh, as if warning Nahidah not to protest against her wishes.

( Salina , 11236 )
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Zarina’s voice which had hardened a little, troubled Nahidah. She had from the very
beginning considered before hand that her stepmother was gentle towards her only because of
some hidden motive. On that consideration alone, she had become apprehensive from the very
beginning. Now what she did not expect, had happened just the same and she knew at that
moment too that her stepmother was not-actually gentle towards her, though she appeared to
soften her voice and looked pleasant when she revealed her purpose. She (Nahidah) in fact
should follow the commands of her stepmother. If she ordered her to become a waitress, then
she ought to become a waitress, except if she herself was willing to leave the house, an action —
a step she never ever dreamed of taking, and never thought of ever since she lived with her

stepmother. What ever it was, she felt herself in a fix because it was all a torture to her.

“ Well if that’s the way, as you wish mother.” She said finally giving in.

( Salina, ¥ 236-237 )
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Nahidah knew she would lose. With her stepmother she could not win; no matter how
hard she tried. But the attempt she had made did make her feel a little relieved because to say
at least, she did not just straightaway agree to whatever her stepmother commanded —
commands that ruined both herself and Sunarto, but profited her stepmother.

( Salina . 1tin 238)
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“I've become a waitress not for you people to do as you please with me. I've become
just to serve, not to sit on your laps.”
( Salina , Wi 284 )
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“Who's going to help?” she asked.

“| ,your mother,” Zarina said

“If you want to help, why did you ask me to work in this cursed place? “ This
time Nahidah was really harsh. Somehow Zarina did not feel she could be hard on her as was

usual in the past.
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( Salina, ¥tin 349 )
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“In the beginning , you will feel frightened : anyone will react the same way. But once
you get used to the shop you will be familiar with it and won’t be afraid. Then Idah you will know
how wonderful and how good it is to be a waitress.”

( Salina, ¥%in 351 )
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| begin to feel that something is wrong. Without saying much, | bend over, take hold of
my pants and pull them up again, fastening them once again. | fix back my brassiere and
rebutton my blouse. Then | straighten my clothes and arrange my hair as best | can.

“God still loves us both. Goodnight,” | say, and immediately walk into the house, and
straight to my room.

( Saga, PN 264)
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“ | don’t want to interfere in your life with Abdul Fakar. Let me explain once again,
because who knows you may still be thinking the worst about me. But really, | don'’t feel happy
to see the way you two are living together. Maybe it's not so with other people but that is how |
feel. Try and think carefully about it; why you are willing to support him, look after him, care for
him so tenderly when in fact it does not benefit you Cik Inah in any way whatsoever; you do not
even get his love and affection in return if that is what you are hoping for. Don’ you think it's a
hopeless case? “

( Salina, %N 468 )
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Razman felt it was somewhat unfair. But then in such a situation, he was forced to use
a ploy, because though he had a right to fulfil his desires with any woman whose job it is to do
this, the subject made a difference once he was faced with Siti Salina. He looked at Siti Salina’s
face, for the first time he look directly at her-and he could naot, for the life of him, understand how
such a beautiful woman could be allowed by Abdul Fakar to sell her body to other men every
night.

( Salina, ¥itin 464 )
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Razman’s words began to sink in fully, and she knew, whether she wanted to or not,
that she was going to take necessary measures which all this while, she did not dare to.

( Salina, ¥tin 480)
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Haji Karman felt as if he was the person who had flung Nahidah to hell’s door, cast his
pupil whom he had taught about the goodness of Islamic religion to “ Hell on Earth “, whereas
she was the one person among the people of Kampong Kambing whom he had hoped would
be included among those who would eventually “ step into paradise “

( Salina, ¥in 252)
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The accusation based only on “ not following the religion of Islam “ somehow or other,
was not easily accepted by Hilmy who read quite a lot. Although he did not say so specifically,
he disagreed with Haji Karman’s reasoning. According to- him, time .and circumstances had
forced people to become good or bad. It'was a question of faith too, ‘according to him,
influenced by time and circumstances.

( Salina, %1 301)
a = 1 Qi a dl a o v al al a
FaNna nean INgIANNINARIATIN Lmmmmwwwﬂu@m@mqmmeﬁmmﬂ‘lu
o dl [ oA 1 [ % 2’/ Yo o o 1 A v o o
ATALATI LL@?.:QT‘IVIWWQ_,ITJQM“]JN“]M LLI?M@\W’muuM’mLﬁﬂi@ﬁ?‘]_lﬂ’]LLu::u’]LL@::ﬂ’J’WﬁJTJEILM@@ Winnasla
Waliisenfiutanetnagnsesseld vaniduduiuidgsanfiadddinduladsesainliiasiieas

lulatinedl



79

(...) he said defending Siti Salina without meaning to hurt Haji karman. “ She’s become
bad because of the force of circumstances. The war destroyed her room, robbed her of her
family leaving her alone to fend for herself for so long. In times of war, women are truly exposed
to danger. The soldiers who come don’t care, so long as its a woman, they’re out to get them!
She was a victim of the enemy soldiers before. Which enemy soldier would think of heaven and
hell at the time. And when that happened naturally she became bad, moreover circumstances
have forced her to continue that way. No matter how much faith she has, if there are people who
tempt her and use force, she will fall into temptation! “

( Salina, W1 301)
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Haji Karman nevertheless said emphatically:

“ Because she is not strong in her Islamic religious faith, that's why she’s like that. “

(Salina, w1 301-302 )
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“ That's true, Haji, “ said Hilmy arguing with him: * But if she were forced by them, how
then? True she can control her desire but she cannot control the enemy soldier’s desires when

they have not met a single woman for months; its not possible for people who have not seen
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women for months to bother about lust. Then isn’t it the circumstances that's the cause? It's
different if it happened in times of peace when a man tries to woo her with money, perhaps she
could avoid that and if she didn’t, then we can say she could not control her desire isn’t that so
Haji? “

( Salina, 11 302 )
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Haji karman was quick to say: “ Take a look today. Why does she keep Abdul fakar?
Isn’'t it because of her desires? “

Hilmy too was quick to reply : “ That's now Haji. But the cause of it happened, before.
Then it was the circumstances that forced her to become that way, so now she just accepts the
inevitable. Moreover you think she likes it, the way things are? If you look at it from a distance,
sure you'll see she’s to blame, but try to look deeper into the matter it would not be easy for you
to blame her. “

“ But, why doesn’t she turn Abdul Fakar out, why? “ inquired Haji Karman.
“ There must surely be reason. | myself do not know yet. But believe me, someone like Siti
Salina become bad not because she wants to be bad. She is that way because of force of
circumstances in the past. Until now.no.-one has as yet tried to influence her away from
disgrace. You yourself who are deeply religous, you have not been able to help her. You only
blame her. If possible, you yourself can influence her from disgrace. Now its no use blaming
people like that, she is that way, just blaming her is not effective, we must make an effort to
bring her back to the right path once more! And if it is true as you say, she is that way because
she is not strong in her religion, now try to strenghthen her faith. Isn’t that one of your duties?
Surely your job is not to find fault?”

( Salina, ¥tin 302-303)
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Siti Salina looked at Katijah’s face, there was something friendly about it, something
she did not find in anyone else ever since she came to live in Kampung Kambing. She felt she

ought not hide anything anymore which all this while she had kept a secret, something which
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was not really a big secret of which she should be afraid, but it was an episode in her life which
she felt people would find strange and odd if they heard what she had to say. She looked again
at Katijah’s face; there was such a friendliness about her!

( Salina, Wtin 485-486 )

dagunanlara saualASUANFNHEN LALANLUZINANNTNEN NI ULAYS AT LA
TdgaunraldnE1nanlam Au WAL LRI N47159 9199 2TaINIaINNIINAIaLATNIEaIA19n
Tdlsrslanazdoaanauned9ea3edy LagisansinanuanAu@and g auInateudeay

yneniiundazilasuulagle

o o a

awednAtyandenilsnainoziazedslunisdoaiaaaaunfiwanzdna R siieen
<3 [ vl 1 Aaa 3 =KX A v dl o an y =3
Wutliweenuan §adnldainasoiadnay liuiuasiiagnseInIsfazinAnANaliNINT A

1 A a va 2 a o aita d’l dl a @ o % dl 3’/ k%
°T]’JEILM@@%’]@H’WGLMV‘]®1®LL@ZLZ\]ﬂ@’]ﬂﬂ’]ﬁ‘ﬂﬁ‘tVﬂVINm_lqﬂu mmmmuﬂmmsmmimmumﬂ@%

Katijah smiled. She was delighted because that was the first time — she had won her
point. She felt she had fulfilled her responsibility as a human being, to bring an “ awareness *“ to
others so that they would not plunge into something that would bring no end of regret to
themselves. And she hoped in future, Siti Salina would change her way of life and leave behind
a life of immorality and sin as at present.

( Salina, %N 486 )
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“You didn’t talk about the people here? *

“We did.”

“ What about?” it seemed Siti Salina wished very much to know the subject of Hilmy’s
and Nahidah’s conversation.

“You didn’t talk about me? “ Her question showed clearly that she wished very much
to know what people had to say about her.

“No, “ Hilmy answered in earnest and looked truly sincere about it.

Siti Salina was quiet. She believed him implicitly. That's it.

( Salina , “1n43)
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Hilmy was quiet. His eyes were directed towards the roof of the house, watching two
lizards awaiting their prey. He could not bear to look at Siti-Salina; he himself felt a little shy to
cry.

( Salina, wiin 168)
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“ That is why | asked you to save your moneyfrom now on, it doesn’t matter how
much; even a little will do but you must put away. some money. Your savings will come in useful
one day when Abdul Fakar turns you out. This money will come in useful when you are not well
and when you are really in need. We must be prepared always; good opportunities don’t come
too easy; even the tide turns; at times it's high and at times it's low, all the more so, good
opportunities don’t come by too easily. So the money you put by will be useful when you are
without or you are unable to get any. You think you can get money from Fakar? “

( Salina, ¥tin 171)
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Khatijah continued: You are all alone, you earn a living. Isn’t that much easier? Why
must you support someone who does not even appreciate your kindness? Why support
someone like Abdul Fakar who is not only ungrateful but worse still, he beats and kicks you
around. Inah, don’t you be stupid. Itis true that you like him; true that you love him but its no use
caring for someone like him; it's useless to love someone who does not know that you care for
and adore him and who does not return your love. “

( Salina, ¥tn 169)
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“ Hilmy, you know what people think of me. Not only here, when | was in Singapore it
was the same. But what can | do. I'm helpless. No matter what people think of me, you Hilmy
must surely know that | have no wish to continue to live in sin. Who really desires to do this if
they can possibly help themselves? No one indeed! But then sometimes people are forced to —
they have to. In my case I'm forced to. *

( Salina, ¥in 511 )
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“ That is why | want you to be careful. You are a girl, you can easily fall into disgrace.
Even if a man defaults, because you are a waitress, people will still lay the blame at your door.
People look from the outside. That is why I've asked you to look after yourself well. When I'm
gone, “
( Salina, wtin 294 )
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“ Excuse me I'll go and teach first. You go and ask her. Ask her exactly what
happened so that we’ll know. Now-we can’t allow people‘to do what they like with her. Come
what may, we must help her, “

( Salina, ©tin 418)
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That day the people of Kampung Kambing got to know the “nonsense” Nahidah had
uttered in her drunken state. Nahidah rambled on and although many did not believe what she

said, several others did and Sunarto felt uneasy and very much disturbed.
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( Salina, ¥%1 410)
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In Nahidah’s mind she imagined Hilmy’s face which saddened her very much ,
because as a result of what had unwittingly happened to her, all the hopes of the young
man and she herself were now ruined , indeed wiped out altogether ; this ruination , bore a
significant meaning to her life.

( Salina , in425)
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“ | will not disappoint you. | will look after myself as best | can. And | hope too that you
will not disappoint me, ”

( Salina , w11 392 )
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There was a reason. He had heard much talk and gossip about his sister Nahidah.
People were talking about Nahidah as they pleased; they felt as if talking about Nahidah would
enhance them in the eyes of God; they talked about Nahidah as if they were eating rice with
meat dishes after starving for a week.

( Salina, ¥%in 270)
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In Banggul Derdap tongues were quick to wag. Jeha was immediately labelled

widow-with-many-children” Jeha did not resent the title. True enough she was a widow. True

enough she had many children. So the title “ widow-with-many-children” was all right. But

when it was known that the Tok Penghulu’s tractors had come to break up the earth in her
rice field for free, the title was changed to “bold-widow-with-many-children”. Jeha said
nothing. Lahuma, who lay in the grave, was her husband still. Lahuma, whom she loved.

( No Harvest but a Thorn, #1120 )
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“ My children are grown into young girls now. Sanah’s breasts are big now. Milah's
breasts are big. Jenab’s breasts are big. Semek’s breasts are big. Bigger than these

breasts of mine. Look! Look at my breasts. “

o

The Tok penghulu’s wife looked away as Jeha pulled up her baju ( Lﬁ@:fﬁw) and
bared her worn, flabby breasts.

( No Harvest but a Thorn, ¥tin 125 )
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“ Mat, | don’t mean any harm. To me, Munirah is like my own daughter-in-law. But you
should think of other people. | hear that the Kampung folks don’t quite like her. Although several
women attend her classes, respect her and are friendly with her, that's mainly because of your
father and Pak Ngah Baki. They can’t accept Munirah as part of the family. We're related to one
another in this kampung. Only your father's family can accept her. The rest only go through the
motions. “

( Saga, Win 341-342)
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“Here you,friend,” said Abdul Fakar in a very convincing tone: “ surely you know I'm
not the one who is supporting someone else, in fact I'm the one being supported. So if you want
to talk about responsibility go talk to Siti-Salina, not to me *“

( Salina, W1i1434 )
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" | don’'t want to be a stupid fool, “ said Abdul Fakar suddenly. “ | don’t want to support
nor trouble myself over someone whose life has been altogether bad. Do you think if | were to
work to support someone like Siti Salina, she will become good ? Someone like her can never
be good, you know? She will always be bad, it's no use trying to make her good. Do you know

how she took me in? She met me in a restaurant; she laughed, | laughed, then she took me
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home, fed me, gave me money, looked after me. At some other time if she where to meet
someone else, the same thing will happen. That person will be just like me. When that happens,
do you know where I'll be? I'll become a sailor once more! How could you possibly help such a
person? “

( Salina , in437)
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Siti Salina was still sobbing. She was filled with grief. It was more than she could bear.
It pierced her heart. Her mind was full of images of the past, old memories, love and affection.
She thought of Muhammad Yusuf."He was-handsome, soft-spoken, with a good heart and could
be relied on. She felt her heart cried out : “ Yes, he's the man, Muhammad Yusuf is the man I'm
looking for, the one | trust and the one | love:* Her memory-of Muhammad Yusuf was still fresh.
She felt the experiences she had shared with him a new as-if it had happened an hour or two
earlier. How comforting, how tender. These thoughts enveloped her being altogether!
( Salina , wtin173-174 )
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Siti Salina bent her head. She wiped her tears and at the same time she said to
herself: * The person | really want is no longer here. The war has taken him away from me.
Abdul Fakar is not the person. ”

( Salina, i 177 )
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She convinced herself that Muhammad Yusuf had become a victim of World War Two,
disappeared for a long while, then came back to her in the form of Abdul Fakar. And she felt it
was her responsibility to look after the man she loved and who had become a victim of
circumstances...

That was how it had all begun.

( Salina , ¥ 496 )
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whenever she thought of it all and there were times when just thinking about it made her feel
she would be better off dead ,dead together with her family and those whom she loved.

(Salina, ¥1n 166 )
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Briefly, | look upon the men | meet at work as bad and wicked. You Hilmy are not the
type. | trust you Hilmy unlike them and this | honestly believe although | am not able to say
why...

( Salina , n1371)
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Their meeting had been very warm, cordial, also casual until it developed into something more
meaningful. This in turn had strengthened further their tender feelings for one another.
( Salina , 11369 )
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Several questions came to Hilmy's‘mind, and he‘made several possible guesses. He
thought about it in its minutest detail — considered them carefully — and. he did not blame
Nahidah although Nahidah had hurt him badly. Surely something must have happened, surely
there was a reason, and it had to be an important once.

( Salina , Wiin446 )
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Hilmy folded the letter. In his mind he could see Nahidah and how sad she was. To the
image in his mind he whispered : “ | am ready to be that person. “

( Salina , Wi1373)
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Lahuma had never been defeated. Jeha remembered Lahuma’s word : Our children
need food day and night. If there is no.rice,our children will die .Our food depends on the rice
field. Our clothes depend on the rice field. Health or sickness depends onthe rice field. Life
or death depends on the rice field. From the days of our ancestors,the rice field has been our
main pulse. It must be nourished and looked after.Whatever comes to attack it ,we must fight.
Whatever comes to disturb it ,we must fight .Let a thousand foes come ,we must fight them all.
It is our life. It is our children’s life. It is the one life of our people from long ,long ago till now.
There is no other

( No Harvest but a Thorn , #131115 )
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But it was only from her eyes that he vanished. Lahuma was everywhere, thought
Jeha to herself. Lahuma told her to go down to the rice field next day.

( No Harvest but a Thorn 111 86 )
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Jeha!

Jeha was startled out of her dreams.

You must fight the long drought.

Jeha tried to calm her mind. She thought of the long drought. The voice was inside
her head. The voice of her husband that had long been within her.

Jeha nodded. She would look everywhere for water if the draught came to dry up
her rice-plots. She would carry water from the river. She would carry it in a pail balanced on
her head. All her children would help carry the water. They would take turns. They would
look for waterways. Jeha would 'go with-the other people of Kampung Banggul Derdap in
search of water.

Jeha! The voice in her head called again.

Jeha thought of all the torments of past years. Year by year Lahuma had toiled with
all his might.

Flood will come. You must fight.

| will fight, declared Jeha.

The crabs will come.

I will fight them with these hands.

The birds will come to eat up your rice.
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| will fight, Jeha declared again in her mind.

Worms will nest in the leaves of your rice plants.

| will fight. Jeha is still alive. My children are still alive.

Next year?

Next year too | will fight them all.

And the year after?

| will fight. I will fight them all. | will fight together with Sanah, Milah, Jenab, Semek,

Liah, Lebar,Kiah.
( No Harvest but a Thorn 111 97-98 )
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And five years ( almost six) is long enough to demonstrate the barrenness and
emptiness. Is it his fault? Or mine?

( Saga, " 262)
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In a week, he hardly spends seven full days either at home or in the kampong
.(mﬂ'ﬁ’m:ﬂﬁ%)There’s always something he has to do .l understand his business .| never ask
him about it any more than | should.

( Saga, 1 269 )
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| can see that Rahmat is very pleased. His relief means my relief too.

( Saga, 11 89)
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It's though our happiness and affection have come flooding back.

( Saga, LN 266 )
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| really love her. Whatever happens, | won’t part from her. Death is the only thing that
can do that.

( Saga, 11339 )
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Rahmat's words demonstrate his determination. He's been that way for as long as
I've known him. There’s one disadvantage to it though. He’s always much too rash, and this
usually leads to conflicts which in turn give rise to misunderstandings that make us both
unhappy. Even so, Rahmat and | still manage to overcome our differences, set aside the
conflicts, and act more patiently.

( Saga, WU7 )
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| know what Rahmat is like. If he trusts someone completely, nothing can shake his
belief. And if he loses faith in someone, its almost impossible to convince otherwise.

(Saga, P64 )
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Many a time, when her husband had not come home for months, she disappeared
from the house. When she did that, she often went to the house of a friend known for her skill at

wooing men. Together with her friend, she went a wooing to fulfil her desire. She remembered
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everything she did. She knew that she had sinned but she only felt she had done wrong after
she had satisfied her lust, it wasn’'t too big a fault because when having waited and her
husband did not come home for some time, she felt deprived and so went out to satisfy this
deprivation.

( Salina w1 314)
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After the second husband, she became more mature ; she had learnt more of man’s
tactics much of which centred on draining the honey whenever the opportunity arises and she
did not care whether her actions would tarnish her good name or drag her into further disgrace.

( Salina , ¥11315)
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In their conversation, Haji Karman stressed many times that Kampung Kambing was
truly a sinful, bad village full of vicel He blamed the people of the village for not giving any
consideration at all to the actual time and circumstances which had forced the people there to
become a truly despicable community.

“ The people here are sinful, “ he said, “ Do you know why? *

“Because they do not follow the teachings of the Islamic religion. They are Muslim only
in name. They don't pray, fast, pay tithe, and possibly do not know how to recite verses from the
Koran and do not want to go on pilgrimage to Meccal “

( Salina, ¥4 300-301 )
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“ | know God. | know God does not like evil. | believe in God and | believe in his
angels too, his book, his disciples and the Day of Judgement. “

( Salina, ¥tin 256 )
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It was this friend who suggested that she drink a glass or two beer mixed with a little
alcohol, and it was explained to her many times that only this could relieve her confused state of
mind. She did not know why she went really crazy at that moment. She could not think properly,
and when her friend brought the glass of beer mixed with some other alcohol, she just took the
drink. Her mind went hazy and she quickly forgot everything.

(Salina, Wtin 422)
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CEN!

The first one he chose as his target was Siti Salina. According to him, Siti Salina was
the one who was most sinful of allin Kampung Kambing: He said Siti Salina had agreed to
become a prostitute and purposely pampered Abdul Fakar until he himself became immersed in
sin!

( Salina, 11 301)
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“ But why not look for some other job, something better and safer for one as young
as you are. The job of waitress is not safe, “

( Salina, ¥4n 263 )
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They came to a little lane in the direction of Kampung Kambing. Zarina was still
walking closely to Abdul Fakar. Their close proximity had a true meaning and Abdul Fakar
knew. He had a “ yearning “ and when they came to the cluster of banana trees with bushes
behind then, without saying anything, he pulled Zarina closer to him. Zarina who was already
waiting for the moment did not resist, not at all. There was a flash of lightning once, followed by
thunder. Zarina and Abdul Fakar were startled for a moment.

Little flashes of lightning followed. Long peals of thunder. Then drops of rain fell.

In the rain, Nahidah returned from the bathroom carrying two pails of water. She was walking
hurriedly. A moment later Sunarto returned.

They both discovered Zarina was not at home!

( Salina, ¥%in 330 )
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“Why be ashamed? If there’s a reason to why must be ashamed? For those who are
fasting one cannot be too sure if fasting benefits them. Fasting does not mean not eating only.
Slandering other people, looking at things that arouses one’s feelings are also taboo. Fasting
has got its physical as well as its spiritual side. “

( Salina, ¥%in 388 )
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And the night Lahuma'’s face turned blue, Jeha called the neighbours for the first time,
But all they could do was to read the surat yassin.

( No Harvest but a Thorn, 110 81)
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The very next day Jeha went down to the rice field against all taboos. Lahuma would

not be angry; in fact Lahuma would be happy in his grave to see her swinging a tajak (AE:
iﬁ’%/ﬂ) in the middle of the field. She asked Sanah and Milah to come too. Though the mood was
not as joyous as before, still she felt that Lahuma was there on a ridge smiling to see them

o A 9 o

hacking away at the menerong. (VTIWG: [ARE)

( No Harvest but a Thorn, 11N 86-87)
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Sanah too understood this truth. She never complained; she only ‘prayed and prayed
to God. But her silent prayers were never answered.

( No Harvest but a Thorn, ¥tn171)

FNULTITUAIALATNHANHATNE FANTD T U IUNI LA LAL AN AU D AN DL TR

v a al ?:/ % [~1 1 o o dl olx dl o % o
wiazifinnisgoyidaassaisdau Aliannsoiianaanuine uazanu@adungueiills s
azATEANTUANAANIILAZNNIgIYIALAIEAINASL INNZERAYT igN1saiiAntuinaINAIN

192 AIAURINIZIAN Tanuarfasanny aansunazenuld17ls



133

Sanah began to think. It was as if the death of Lahuma her father and the madness
of jeha her mother had matured her mind. Sometimes she had to make an effort to think
maturely. Lahuma was no longer with them. Jeha too was not with them. But the house still
stood firm on the earth. The fourteen relongs (LL‘]JZN : Eﬁ@vﬂ) of rice land were still there. Her
six sisters must eat as usual; just as when Lahuma was alive. Just as it had been before
Jeha was taken away.

(No Harvest but a Thorn, “n 172 )
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4.2.1 AMNSNHAZAMNANNUS NIUNATERINNRINNTTEN
n. L1aE"

Tuunfienei3ae No Harvest but a Thorn FNazATANAD LAFNLATTIIWEY NITATLAY
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Lahuma gazed at his wife's face. He studied the drooping hair and the tight-drawn
skin of the face. He stared into her eyes. The lids were red and swollen. Her neck was dirt-
caked and discoloured from unscrubbed mud. Jeha had been by his side for many years.
Already seven children, Lahuma thought to himself. But for him Jeha was not just a wife and a
mother to his seven children. Jeha was also a farmer who knew the value of the rice field. Jeha
knew all about the rice which kept their family alive. Many years Jeha had wielded the tajak.
Confidence in his wife began to grow in Lahuma.

( No Harvest but a Thorn, 140 71)
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| smile. “ I'd like to learn.” | laugh. It's so ridiculous. Graduate from the university
then become a rubber tapper!

( Saga, PN 54)

TuAIAUIBAATNNITUFANIURNART WD A TLIAY LA TALLETN ITaNdnsse o Ae

A g o

daaulaudetunaziu naanldaulnilasinenasfresiuwasiu ANAFEANTANWILLINNTH

q 9

AR NN US I UANIAUIBRATNIA AT UAEANNSALALANLA N A U89 d et LA ATTUNR AR
£ = % al [ al A .l 1 al A =
AALAWAIAINNABINITNIGNATBIAN LIULAEILFATINEANIDULADLUTABAULNALANNNITDDARDA
dl 1 a a aI/ [ ﬂl a al o/ % 6 © v oa
anmpnnssan Al Jiasaafitiuiifiesuaainnisdgiaanisimaduiusinliiinaany

] = o a ' (-5 4 Y v yas v o & v
UNANNINTENINNATNANTTEN ‘WmmLuwﬂfrﬂﬂLmuuwﬂmmmm@%mﬂmﬁmimrﬁmymﬁyaLﬂu

o ]

o & 1 v Aa =< = ndJ i’/ a 1 1
nese Nl Lﬁ@VLN‘W’PJsL@ BACATAUATILNAAITNFNLATE msﬁ\‘imimzmmuuuiummmmmﬂﬂm

'
a5 o oAl

ANENWAAE A HunTyrANeaiunIsHnAGNARE lANASE AN 01Y 99021l 2 andnT

223 AYININ

1
4 o

“ duasz(ilunssen)aesnanidnfine lsuiaaswenid1iues Asiuidnianaisaidngls

'
a a {

UNUBININLR AN LFANIALAIN9 s 9D ALATadL22n a1 (BIRANIM) A 91T 1 ANnFuFaaasngn

¥ = o o KX vy 1 ¥ % % o/ & ] ]
LR LLAZWNENINTNRARRE. LL@ZWQ?@QH')’WW"JT]L‘\]’]M’ﬂ\‘]llﬁ]W‘]_lﬂ‘UWﬁ‘tﬂx‘iﬂ'ﬂﬁ%?LLu‘LA@u “

a

o o

(yfunsin BNTRU 2541 : 74 )

o o & o

ANAUNBARINTINNITNAR NN USAUAT9810 T T2 10 a1 L EaN I LA UALI LA AU A

o o o o

| QI dln ] a dal dld o v a rdl s dl J
aziluRendngfAan1IRALTEe AINH tytymlu HNTRANTBIU PLINTUN 2 ANERAN 222 AIMNAIN

b

o 0% o 1

“ UATNINLINREINNLAN (YENMAR) NeenUsee aanantnnd1dududelilnw(nasin

d” o 2’/ [l A o o o\ a 1 = 1 ¥ v, o o I-E
119)  ANUURIBY UI(BETNIWARNNUD) UEYITEUINNHTER Wazae eI INA (HIWAFNAUS )19

AUNIIUNATALDIA(WUTITzR) uazilaunglddnszdenisareiaudn Auiuasdimiungsnui

k4 !

faaad. lanseioyanldwanyinu uiasedanaa nreindauninsiaue waznsedngniauliazan «

a 9 a

o

(yduvsin BNgew 2541 1 74 )



136

a A v

luwsllenaizesSaga  An1snatadeudndfiRdeniisresarauigaauiinaades
TAemTeTUAINANAUENINIATLTUINNTI NN TUAR NIFA1LUINAIAINNITHLNAFNAUS
Baa1unuua AN NN 98 LU A NALBIATINNNEYNATIUAIHIWAGNWUS F9n19
BIUTNAINITHNAFUAUSFANIN N1FRILUIMEAR  TIFDINAINAZDIAYNEIUTBITINE
i’/ 1Y =X 3 dl & o ?/ a =X A ad
pawsidunnanlifendunlanain MAIRINTUNIT18AIRa A NIINATINIA YTalszNaUND

neArau s Tunatianaizasiifilssiusnanais e eianuininANazaIATIaNIEuaIann

o & o A o

HAduiusiuali ua e uazANTUINTes AN TSN Yl

The day is Friday. | see Munirah washing her hair early in the morning. I'm bitter.

( Saga, N 40)
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The bell rings to give notice that the train is about to leave. Rahmat gets up. He gazes
deeply into Hisyam’s eyes and shakes Hisyam’s hand. He turns sadly to Munirah and looks at
her for a long time. Then he stares off into the distance. Munirah and Hisyam look at each other

and then like Rahmat, they too look straight ahead. All three can feel tears filling their eyes.
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“ | can’t be with you anymore, “ Rahmat says hoarsely as he jumps from the train that
has now begun to move.

The train lumbers forward and Rahmat walks along with it. And each of them waves in
a gesture of parting.

( Saga, 1355)
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