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NILOBOL PHURAYA: A STUDY OF TIME MARKERS IN THE NORTHEASTERN THAI
DIALECT SPOKEN IN THE UPPER NORTHEASTERN REGION OF THAILAND. ADVISOR:
MINGMIT SRIPRASIT, Ph.D., CO-ADVISOR: VIPAS POTHIPATH, Ph.D., 237 pp.

This study aims at studying expressions of time in the Upper Northeastern
Thai dialect in terms of its lexical items, ways to express time, cultures and the
native speakers’ world views reflected through the expressions of time. The data
were collected from the Northeastern Thai dialect dictionaries, various types of
documents, and forty phonetically transcribed personal interviews, such as fz3u
ARBY /ta:zwen3kho:j6/ referring  to the evening, ﬁ’agu /o Quzn’/ referring  to
tomorrow.

The results of the study indicate that there are various lexical items and ways
to express 1) a point in time and 2) duration. A point in time is expressed by using
the lexical items which are relate to 1) the observation of nature and the
environment, such as the sun, the moon, and stars, 2) the observation of the daily
routine of monks and laypeople, 3) the observation of the behaviors of animals, such
as chicken, birds, buffalos, and cicadas. Apart from that, numeral systems are also
used. The time markers for date, month, and year are related with 1) the concept of
the past, the present, and future, 2) the concept of the beginning and the end, and
3) the calendar system. As for the duration, it is expressed by using 1) idioms and 2)
linguistic constructions. In another dimension, it can also be categorized into a short
duration and a long duration.

Moreover, the expressions of time reflect the upper northeastern Thai local
cultures involving their close connections to nature, Buddhism, and horoscope.
Besides reflecting the local cultures, the expressions of time also reflect the world
views of the speakers in this area, including: 1) the relationship between time and
nature, humans, and animals, 2) the conception of time as ordering layers of
temporal events, which can be partitioned into the past, the present, and the future,

3) the conception of a day as having different parts, and 4) the time is continuous.
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1 148 /num mo:n /7 (W1 /saw /), Wanils /mo:n nuy /, 7 s /cet mo:n ™/ (1491 /saw /)
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1 3 9] 6 6 3 Y 6
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o L4, o~ 1 3L Q! 1 3
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' 1 q
3 )3 /saxm thum /
4 i Jsi-‘thum’/
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A 5 /ti ha:’/, 5 e /ha: mom™/
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R a /tilsi'/ 10 Ta /siplmozlf/ (1)

f5 /ti:zhazs/, 5 Ta19 /ha:5mo:1j]3/ 1) 11 T /sipl?etlmozlf/ ()

@ 6), 6 T3 /hoklmozlf/ () 12 Im/sip1so:1j1mo:133/), e /thia134/
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